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II. GENERAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

• CERD General Recommendation XXX (Sixty-fifth session, 2004): Discrimination Against
Non-Citizens, A/59/18 (2004) 93 at para. 12.

...
[The Committee recommends]...that the States parties to the Convention, as appropriate to
their specific circumstances, adopt the following measures:
...
12.  Take resolute action to counter any tendency to target, stigmatize, stereotype or profile,
on the basis of race, colour, descent, and national or ethnic origin, members of “non-citizen”
population groups, especially by politicians, officials, educators and the media, on the
Internet and other electronic communications networks and in society at large;
...

• ICCPR General Comment 10 (Nineteenth session, 1983): Article 19: Freedom of
Expression, A/38/40 (1983) 109 at para. 2. 

...
2.  Paragraph 2 requires protection of the right to freedom of expression, which includes not
only freedom to "impart information and ideas of all kinds", but also freedom to "seek" and
"receive" them "regardless of frontiers" and in whatever medium, "either orally, in writing
or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice".  Not all States
parties have provided information concerning all aspects of the freedom of expression.  For
instance, little attention has so far been given to the fact that, because of the development of
modern mass media, effective measures are necessary to prevent such control of the media
as would interfere with the right of everyone to freedom of expression in a way that is not
provided for in paragraph 3. 

• ICCPR General Comment 25 (Fifty-seventh session, 1996): Article 25: the Right to
Participate in Public Affairs, Voting Rights and the Right of Equal Access to Public Service,
A/51/40 vol. I (1996) 98 at para 25.

...
25.  In order to ensure the full enjoyment of rights protected by article 25, the free
communication of information and ideas about public and political issues between citizens,
candidates and elected representatives is essential.  This implies a free press and other media
able to comment on public issues without censorship or restraint and to inform public
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opinion.  It requires the full enjoyment and respect for the rights guaranteed in articles 19,
21 and 22 of the Covenant, including freedom to engage in political activity individually or
through political parties and other organizations, freedom to debate public affairs, to hold
peaceful demonstrations and meetings, to criticize and oppose, to publish political material,
to campaign for election and to advertise political ideas. 

• CRC General Comment 3 (Thirty-second session, 2003):  HIV/AIDS and the Rights of the
Child, A/59/41 (2004) 89 at para. 17. 

17.   Dialogue with community, family and peer counsellors, and the provision of “life skills”
education within schools, including skills in communicating on sexuality and healthy living,
have been found to be useful approaches to delivering HIV prevention messages to both girls
and boys, but different approaches may be necessary to reach different groups of children.
States parties must make efforts to address gender differences as they may impact on the
access children have to prevention messages, and ensure that children are reached with
appropriate prevention messages even if they face constraints due to language, religion,
disability or other factors of discrimination.  Particular attention must be paid to raising
awareness among hard-to-reach populations.  In this respect, the role of the mass media
and/or oral tradition in ensuring that children have access to information and material, as
recognized in article 17 of the Convention, is crucial both to providing appropriate
information and to reducing stigmatization and discrimination.  States parties should support
the regular monitoring and evaluation of HIV/AIDS awareness campaigns to ascertain their
effectiveness in providing information, reducing ignorance, stigmatization and
discrimination, as well as addressing fear and misperceptions concerning HIV and its
transmission among children, including adolescents.

• CRC General Comment 4 (Thirty-third session, 2003): Adolescent Health and Development
in the Context of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, A/59/41 (2004) 102 at para. 25.

...
25.   The Committee is concerned about the influence exerted on adolescent health
behaviours by the marketing of unhealthy products and lifestyles.  In line with article 17 of
the Convention, States parties are urged to protect adolescents from information that is
harmful to their health and development, while underscoring their right to information and
material from diverse national and international sources.  States parties are therefore urged
to regulate or prohibit information on and marketing of substances such as alcohol and
tobacco, particularly when it targets children and adolescents.4/
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___________________
Notes
...
4/   As proposed in the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (2003) of the World
Health Organization.
___________________

• CRC General Comment 5 (Thirty-fourth session, 2003): General measures of implementation
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6), A/59/41 (2004) 114
at para. 70.

...
70.   The media can play a crucial role in the dissemination of the Convention and knowledge
and understanding of it and the Committee encourages their voluntary engagement in the
process, which may be stimulated by governments and by NGOs.v/
___________________
Notes
...
v/   The Committee held a day of general discussion on the theme “The child and the media”
in 1996, adopting detailed recommendations (see CRC/C/57, paras. 242 et seq.).
___________________

• CERD General Recommendation XXVII (Fifty-seventh session, 2000): Discrimination
Against Roma, A/55/18 (2000) 154 at paras. 36-40.  For text of General Recommendation,
see EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL DISCRIMINATION.

• CERD General Recommendation XXIX (Sixty-first session, 2002): On Article 1, Paragraph
1, of the Convention (Descent), A/57/18 (2002) 111 at para. t. For text of General
Recommendation, see EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION.

• CERD General recommendation XXXI (Sixty-seventh session, 2005): The Prevention of
Racial Discrimination in the Administration and Functioning of the Criminal Justice System,
A/60/18 (2005) 98 at para. 29.  For text of General Recommendation, see EQUALITY AND
DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL DISCRIMINATION.
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• CEDAW General Recommendation 19 (Eleventh session, 1992): Violence Against Women,
A/47/38 (1992) 5 at para. 24(d).  For text of General Recommendation see EQUALITY
AND DISCRIMINATION- GENDER DISCRIMINATION - Violence Against Women.


