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I. ARTICLES

• Article 5(e)(iv), CERD 

Article 5

In compliance with the fundamental obligations laid down in article 2 of this Convention,
States Parties undertake to prohibit and to eliminate racial discrimination in all its forms and
to guarantee the right of everyone, without distinction as to race, colour, or national or ethnic
origin, to equality before the law, notably in the enjoyment of the following rights:

…
(e) Economic, social and cultural rights, in particular:

…
(iv) The right to public health, medical care, social security
and social services...

• Article 12.1, 12.2(c) and (d), ICESCR

Article 12

1.  The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard  of physical and mental health.

2.  The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full
realization of this right shall include those necessary for:

…
(c) The prevention, treatment and control of epidemic, endemic, occupational
and other diseases;

(d) The creation of conditions which would assure to all medical service and
medical attention in the event of sickness.

• Article 12, CEDAW

Article 12

1.  States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against
women in the field of health care in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and
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women, access to health care services, including those related to family planning.

2.  Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article, States Parties shall ensure
to women appropriate services in connection with pregnancy, confinement and the post-natal
period, granting free services where necessary, as well as adequate nutrition during
pregnancy and lactation.

• Article 14.2(b), CEDAW 

Article 14
...
2.  States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against
women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, that they
participate in and benefit from rural development and, in particular, shall ensure to such
women the right:

…
(b)  To have access to adequate health care facilities, including information,
counselling and services in family planning...

• Article 23.2-23.4, CRC 

Article 23
...
2.  States Parties recognize the right of the disabled child to special care and shall encourage
and ensure the extension, subject to available resources, to the eligible child and those
responsible for his or her care, of assistance for which application is made and which is
appropriate to the child's condition and to the circumstances of the parents or others caring
for the child. 

3.  Recognizing the special needs of a disabled child, assistance extended in accordance with
paragraph 2 of the present article shall be provided free of charge, whenever possible, taking
into account the financial resources of the parents or others caring for the child, and shall be
designed to ensure that the disabled child has effective access to and receives education,
training, health care services, rehabilitation services, preparation for employment and
recreation opportunities in a manner conducive to the child's achieving the fullest possible
social integration and individual development, including his or her cultural and spiritual
development.

4.  States Parties shall promote, in the spirit of international cooperation, the exchange of
appropriate information in the field of preventive health care and of medical, psychological
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and functional treatment of disabled children, including dissemination of and access to
information concerning methods of rehabilitation, education and vocational services, with
the aim of enabling States Parties to improve their capabilities and skills and to widen their
experience in these areas. In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs of
developing countries.

• Article 24.1 and 24.2(a), (b) and (d), CRC

Article 24

1.  States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health.
States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right of access to
such health care services.

2.  States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in particular, shall take
appropriate measures:

(a)  To diminish infant and child mortality;

(b)  To ensure the provision of necessary medical assistance and health care
to all children with emphasis on the development of primary health care;
…
(d)  To ensure appropriate pre-natal and post-natal health care for mothers...

• Article 25, CRC

Article 25

States Parties recognize the right of a child who has been placed by the competent authorities
for the purposes of care, protection or treatment of his or her physical or mental health, to
a periodic review of the treatment provided to the child and all other circumstances relevant
to his or her placement.

• Article 39, CRC
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Article 39

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to promote physical and psychological
recovery and social reintegration of a child victim of: any form of neglect, exploitation, or
abuse; torture or any other form of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; or
armed conflicts.  Such recovery and reintegration shall take place in an environment which
fosters the health, self-respect and dignity of the child.

• Article 28, CMW

Article 28

Migrant workers and members of their families shall have the right to receive any medical
care that is urgently required  for the preservation of their life or the avoidance of irreparable
harm to their health on the basis of equality of treatment with nationals of  the State
concerned. Such emergency medical care shall not be refused them by reason of any
irregularity with regard to stay or employment.

• Article 36, CMW

Article 36

Migrant workers and members of their families who are documented or in a regular situation
in the State of employment  shall enjoy the rights set forth in the present part of the
Convention [articles 36-56] in addition to those set forth in part III [articles 8-35].

• Article 43.1(e) and 43.2, CMW

Article 43

1. Migrant workers shall enjoy equality of treatment with nationals of the State of
employment in relation to:

...
(e) Access to social and health services, provided that the requirements for
participation in the respective schemes  are met;
...

2. States Parties shall promote conditions to ensure effective equality of treatment to enable
migrant workers to enjoy the rights mentioned in paragraph 1 of the present article whenever
the terms of their stay, as authorized by the State of employment, meet  the appropriate
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requirements.

• Article 45.1(c), CMW

Article 45

1. Members of the families of migrant workers shall, in the State of employment, enjoy
equality of treatment with nationals of that State in relation to:

...
(c) Access to social and health services, provided that requirements for
participation in the respective schemes are met;
...
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