
HEALTH - PUBLIC HEALTH AND PREVENTION

1

I. ARTICLES

• Article 5(e)(iv), CERD

Article 5

In compliance with the fundamental obligations laid down in article 2 of this Convention,
States Parties undertake to prohibit and to eliminate racial discrimination in all its forms and
to guarantee the right of everyone, without distinction as to race, colour, or national or ethnic
origin, to equality before the law, notably in the enjoyment of the following rights:

…
 (e)  Economic, social and cultural rights, in particular:

…
(iv)  The right to public health, medical care, social security
and social services...

• Article 12.1, 12.2(b) and (c), ICESCR

Article 12

1.  The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard  of physical and mental health.

2.  The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full
realization of this right shall include those necessary for:

…
(b) The improvement of all aspects of environmental and industrial hygiene;

(c) The prevention, treatment and control of epidemic, endemic, occupational
and other diseases...

• Article 14.2(b) and (h), CEDAW 

Article 14

2.  States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against
women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, that they
participate in and benefit from rural development and, in particular, shall ensure to such
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women the right:
…
(b)  To have access to adequate health care facilities, including information,
counseling and services in family planning;
…
(h)  To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to housing,
sanitation, electricity and water supply, transport and communications.

• Article 3.3, CRC 

Article 3
...
3.  States Parties shall ensure that the institutions, services and facilities responsible for the
care or protection of children shall conform with the standards established by competent
authorities, particularly in the areas of safety, health, in the number and suitability of their
staff, as well as competent supervision.

• Article 17, CRC 

Article 17

States Parties recognize the important function performed by the mass media and shall
ensure that the child has access to information and material from a diversity of national and
international sources, especially those aimed at the promotion of his or her social, spiritual
and moral well-being and physical and mental health…

• Article 19, CRC

Article 19

1.  States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational
measures to protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse,
neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while
in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child.

2.  Such protective measures should, as appropriate, include effective procedures for the
establishment of social programmes to provide necessary support for the child and for those
who have the care of the child, as well as for other forms of prevention and for identification,
reporting, referral, investigation, treatment and follow-up of instances of child maltreatment
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described heretofore, and, as appropriate, for judicial involvement.

• Article 24.1, 24.2(c), (e) and (f), CRC

Article 24

1.  States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health.
States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right of access to
such health care services.

2.  States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in particular, shall take
appropriate measures:

…
(c)  To combat disease and malnutrition, including within the framework of
primary health care, through, inter alia, the application of readily available
technology and through the provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean
drinking-water, taking into consideration the dangers and risks of
environmental pollution;
…
(e)  To ensure that all segments of society, in particular parents and children,
are informed, have access to education and are supported in the use of basic
knowledge of child health and nutrition, the advantages of breastfeeding,
hygiene and environmental sanitation and the prevention of accidents;

(f)  To develop preventive health care, guidance for parents and family
planning education and services.

• Article 9.1 and 9.3, CRC OP (SALE, PROSTITUTION, PORNOGRAPHY)

Article 9

1.  States Parties shall adopt or strengthen, implement and disseminate laws, administrative
measures, social policies and programmes, to prevent the offences referred to in the present
Protocol.  Particular attention shall be given to protect children who are especially vulnerable
to these practices.
...
3.  States Parties shall take all feasible measures with the aim of ensuring all appropriate
assistance to victims of such offences, including their full social reintegration, and their full
physical and psychological recovery.
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• Article 8.1, CMW

Article 8

1. Migrant workers and members of their families shall be free to leave any State, including
their State of origin.  This right shall not be subject to any restrictions except those that are
provided by law, are necessary to protect national security, public order  (ordre public),
public health or morals or the rights and freedoms of others and are consistent with the other
rights recognized in the present part of the Convention.

• Article 12.1 and 12.3, CMW

Article 12

1. Migrant workers and members of their families shall have the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion.  This right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or
belief  of their choice and freedom either individually or in community with others  and in
public or private to manifest their religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and
teaching.
...
3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or belief may be subject only to such limitations as are
prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health or morals  or the
fundamental rights and freedoms of others.

• Article 13.2 and 13.3(b), CMW

Article 13
...
2. Migrant workers and members of their families shall have the right to freedom of
expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas
of all  kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art or
through any other media of their choice.

3. The exercise of the right provided for in paragraph 2 of the present article carries with it
special duties  and responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain restrictions,  but
these shall only be such as are provided by law and are necessary:

...
(b) For the protection of the national  security of the States concerned or of
public order (ordre public) or of  public health or morals;
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...

• Article 39, CMW

Article 39

1. Migrant workers and members of their families shall have the right to liberty of movement
in the territory of the State of employment and freedom to choose their residence there.

2. The rights mentioned in paragraph 1 of the present article shall not be subject to any
restrictions except  those that are provided by law, are necessary to protect national security,
public order (ordre public), public health or morals, or the rights and  freedoms of others and
are consistent with the other rights recognized in the present Convention.
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