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I. ARTICLES

• Article 1.2, ICCPR

Article 1
...
2.  All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth and resources
without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international economic co-operation,
based upon the principle of mutual benefit, and international law.  In no case may a people
be deprived of its own means of subsistence.

• Article 1.2, ICESCR

Article 1
...
2.  All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth and resources
without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international economic co-operation,
based upon the principle of mutual benefit, and international law.  In no case may a people
be deprived of its own means of subsistence.

• Article 2.1, ICESCR

Article 2

1.  Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, individually and
through international assistance and co-operation, especially economic and technical, to the
maximum of its available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full
realization of the rights recognized in the present Covenant by all appropriate means,
including particularly the adoption of legislative measures.

• Article 11, ICESCR

Article 11

1.  The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate
standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing,
and to the continuous improvement of living conditions.  The States Parties will take
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appropriate steps to ensure the realization of this right, recognizing to this effect the essential
importance of international co-operation based on free consent.

2.  The States Parties to the present Covenant, recognizing the fundamental right of everyone
to be free from hunger, shall take, individually and through international co-operation, the
measures, including specific programmes, which are needed: 

(a)  To improve methods of production, conservation and distribution of food
by making full use of technical and scientific knowledge, by disseminating
knowledge of the principles of nutrition and by developing or reforming
agrarian systems in such a way as to achieve the most efficient development
and utilization of natural resources;

(b)  Taking into account the problems of both food-importing and food-
exporting countries, to ensure an equitable distribution of world food
supplies in relation to need.

• Article 15.4, ICESCR

Article 15
...
4.  The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the benefits to be derived from the
encouragement and development of international contacts and co-operation in the scientific
and cultural fields.

• Article 9, CAT

Article 9

1.  States Parties shall afford one another the greatest measure of assistance in connection
with criminal proceedings brought in respect of any of the offences referred to in article 4,
including the supply of all evidence at their disposal necessary for the proceedings.

2.  States Parties shall carry out their obligations under paragraph I of this article in
conformity with any treaties on mutual judicial assistance that may exist between them.

• Article 17(b),  CRC



INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE

3

Article 17

States Parties recognize the important function performed by the mass media and shall
ensure that the child has access to information and material from a diversity of national and
international sources, especially those aimed at the promotion of his or her social, spiritual
and moral well-being and physical and mental health.  To this end, States Parties shall:

…
(b)  Encourage international co-operation in the production, exchange
and dissemination of such information and material from a diversity
of cultural, national and international sources...

• Article 22, CRC

Article 22

1.  States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that a child who is seeking
refugee status or who is considered a refugee in accordance with applicable international or
domestic law and procedures shall, whether unaccompanied or accompanied by his or her
parents or by any other person, receive appropriate protection and humanitarian assistance
in the enjoyment of applicable rights set forth in the present Convention and in other
international human rights or humanitarian instruments to which the said States are Parties.

2.  For this purpose, States Parties shall provide, as they consider appropriate, co-operation
in any efforts by the United Nations and other competent intergovernmental organizations
or non-governmental organizations co-operating with the United Nations to protect and
assist such a child and to trace the parents or other members of the family of any refugee
child in order to obtain information necessary for reunification with his or her family.  In
cases where no parents or other members of the family can be found, the child shall be
accorded the same protection as any other child permanently or temporarily deprived of his
or her family environment for any reason, as set forth in the present Convention.

• Article 23.4, CRC

Article 23
...
4.  States Parties shall promote, in the spirit of international cooperation, the exchange of
appropriate information in the field of preventive health care and of medical, psychological
and functional treatment of disabled children, including dissemination of and access to
information concerning methods of rehabilitation, education and vocational services, with
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the aim of enabling States Parties to improve their capabilities and skills and to widen their
experience in these areas.  In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs of
developing countries.

• Article 24, CRC 

Article 24

1.  States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health.
States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right of access to
such health care services.

2.  States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in particular, shall take
appropriate measures:

(a) To diminish infant and child mortality;

(b) To ensure the provision of necessary medical assistance and health care
to all children with emphasis on the development of primary health care;

(c) To combat disease and malnutrition, including within the framework of
primary health care, through, inter alia, the application of readily available
technology and through the provision of adequate nutritious foods and clean
drinking-water, taking into consideration the dangers and risks of
environmental pollution;

(d) To ensure appropriate pre-natal and post-natal health care for mothers;

(e) To ensure that all segments of society, in particular parents and children,
are informed, have access to education and are supported in the use of basic
knowledge of child health and nutrition, the advantages of breastfeeding,
hygiene and environmental sanitation and the prevention of accidents;

(f) To develop preventive health care, guidance for parents and family
planning education and services.

3.  States Parties shall take all effective and appropriate measures with a view to abolishing
traditional practices prejudicial to the health of children.

4.  States Parties undertake to promote and encourage international co-operation with a view
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to achieving progressively the full realization of the right recognized in the present article.
In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs of developing countries.

• Article 28.3, CRC

Article 28
...
3.  States Parties shall promote and encourage international cooperation in matters relating
to education, in particular with a view to contributing to the elimination of ignorance and
illiteracy throughout the world and facilitating access to scientific and technical knowledge
and modern teaching methods.  In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs
of developing countries.

• Article 7, CRC OP (ARMED CONFLICT)

Article 7

1.  States Parties shall cooperate in the implementation of the present Protocol, including in
the prevention of any activity contrary to the Protocol and in the rehabilitation and social
reintegration of persons who are victims of acts contrary to this Protocol, including through
technical cooperation and financial assistance.  Such assistance and cooperation will be
undertaken in consultation among concerned States parties and relevant international
organizations.

2.  States Parties in a position to do so shall provide such assistance through existing
multilateral, bilateral or other programmes, or, inter alia, through a voluntary fund
established in accordance with the General Assembly rules.

• Article 6, CRC OP (SALE, PROSTITUTION, PORNOGRAPHY)

Article 6

1.  States Parties shall afford one another the greatest measure of assistance in connection
with investigations or criminal or extradition proceedings brought in respect of the offences
set forth in article 3.1, including assistance in obtaining evidence at their disposal necessary
for the proceedings.

2.  States Parties shall carry out their obligations under paragraph 1 of the present article in
conformity with any treaties or other arrangements on mutual legal assistance that may exist
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between them.  In the absence of such treaties or arrangements, States Parties shall afford
one another assistance in accordance with their domestic law.

• Article 10, CRC OP (SALE, PROSTITUTION, PORNOGRAPHY)   

Article 10

1.  States Parties shall take all necessary steps to strengthen international cooperation by
multilateral, regional and bilateral arrangements for the prevention, detection , investigation,
prosecution and punishment of those responsible for acts involving the sale of children, child
prostitution, child pornography and child sex tourism.

States Parties shall also promote international cooperation and coordination between their
authorities, national and international non-governmental organizations and international
organizations.

2.  States Parties shall promote international cooperation to assist child victims for their
physical and psychological recovery, social reintegration and repatriation.

3.  States Parties shall promote the strengthening of international cooperation in order to
address the root causes, such as poverty and underdevelopment, contributing to the
vulnerability of children to the practices of sale, prostitution, pornography and child sex
tourism.

4.  States Parties in a position to do so shall provide financial, technical or other assistance
through existing multilateral, regional, bilateral or other programmes.

• Article 3(a) and 3(b), CMW

Article 3

The present Convention shall not apply  to:

(a) Persons sent or employed by international organizations and agencies or
persons sent or employed by a State outside its territory to perform official
functions, whose admission and status  are regulated by general international
law or by specific international agreements or conventions;

(b) Persons sent or employed by a State or on its behalf outside its territory
who participate in development programmes and other co-operation
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programmes, whose admission and status are regulated  by agreement with
the State of employment and who, in accordance with that agreement, are not
considered migrant workers;
...

• Article 23, CMW

Article 23

Migrant workers and members of their families shall have the right to have recourse to the
protection and assistance of the consular or diplomatic authorities of their State of origin or
of a State representing the interests of that State whenever the rights recognized  in the
present Convention are impaired. In particular, in case of expulsion, the person concerned
shall be informed of this right without delay and the authorities of the expelling State shall
facilitate the exercise of such right.

• Article 36, CMW

Article 36

Migrant workers and members of their families who are documented or in a regular situation
in the State of employment shall enjoy the rights set forth in the present part of the
Convention [articles 36-56] in addition to those set forth in part III [articles 8-35].

• Article 41, CMW

Article 41

1. Migrant workers and members of their families shall have the right to participate in public
affairs of their State of origin and to vote and to be elected at elections of that State, in
accordance with its legislation.

2. The States concerned shall, as appropriate and in accordance with their legislation,
facilitate the exercise of these  rights.

• Article 45.2, CMW

Article 45
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...
2. States of employment shall pursue a policy, where appropriate in collaboration with the
States of origin, aimed at facilitating the integration of children of migrant workers in the
local school system, particularly in respect of teaching them the local language.

• Article 46, CMW

Article 46

Migrant workers and members of their families shall, subject to the applicable legislation of
the States concerned, as  well as relevant international agreements and the obligations of the
States concerned arising out of their participation in customs unions, enjoy exemption from
import and export duties and taxes in respect of their personal and  household effects as well
as the equipment necessary to engage in the remunerated  activity for which they were
admitted to the State of employment:

(a) Upon departure from the State of origin or State of habitual residence;

(b) Upon initial admission to the State of employment;

(c) Upon final departure from the State of employment;

(d) Upon final return to the State of origin or State of habitual residence.

• Article 47, CMW

Article 47

1. Migrant workers shall have the right to transfer their earnings and savings, in particular
those funds necessary  for the support of their families, from the State of employment to their
State of origin or any other State. Such transfers shall be made in conformity with
procedures established by applicable legislation of the State concerned and in conformity
with applicable international agreements.

2. States concerned shall take appropriate measures to facilitate such transfers.

• Article 61.3, CMW

Article 61 
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...
3. Subject to bilateral or multilateral agreements in force for them, the States Parties
concerned shall endeavour  to enable project-tied workers to remain adequately protected
by the social security systems of their States of origin or habitual residence during  their
engagement in the project. States Parties concerned shall take appropriate  measures with the
aim of avoiding any denial of rights or duplication of  payments in this respect.

• Article 64, CMW

Article 64

1. Without prejudice to article 79 of the  present Convention, the States Parties concerned
shall as appropriate consult  and co-operate with a view to promoting sound, equitable and
humane conditions in connection with international migration of workers and members of
their families.

2. In this respect, due regard shall be  paid not only to labour needs and resources, but also
to the social, economic, cultural and other needs of migrant workers and members of their
families involved, as well as to the consequences of such migration for the communities
concerned.

• Article 65, CMW

Article 65

1. States Parties shall maintain appropriate services to deal with questions concerning
international migration of workers  and members of their families. Their functions shall
include, inter alia:

(a) The formulation and implementation of policies regarding such migration;

(b) An exchange of information, consultation and co-operation with the
competent authorities of other States Parties involved in such migration;

(c) The provision of appropriate information, particularly to employers,
workers and their organizations on policies,  laws and regulations relating to
migration and employment, on agreements concluded with other States
concerning migration and on other relevant matters;

(d) The provision of information and appropriate assistance to migrant
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workers and members of their families regarding requisite  authorizations and
formalities and arrangements for departure, travel, arrival, stay, remunerated
activities, exit and return, as well as on conditions of work and life in the
State of employment and on customs, currency, tax and other relevant laws
and regulations.

2. States Parties shall facilitate as appropriate the provision of adequate consular and other
services that are necessary to meet the social, cultural and other needs of migrant workers
and members of their families.

• Article 67, CMW

Article 67

1. States Parties concerned shall co-operate as appropriate in the adoption of measures
regarding the orderly return of migrant workers and members of their families to the State
of origin when they decide to return or their authorization of residence or employment
expires or when they are in the State of employment in an irregular situation.

2. Concerning migrant workers and members of their families in a regular situation, States
Parties concerned shall co-operate as appropriate, on terms agreed upon by those States, with
a  view to promoting adequate economic conditions for their resettlement and  to facilitating
their durable social and cultural reintegration in the  State of origin.

• Article 79, CMW

Article 79

Nothing in the present Convention shall affect the right of each State Party to establish the
criteria governing admission of migrant workers and members of their families. Concerning
other matters related to their legal situation and treatment as migrant workers and members
of their families, States Parties shall be subject to the limitations set forth in the present
Convention.
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