
LANGUAGE RIGHTS

1

I. ARTICLES

• Article 14.3(a) and (f), ICCPR

Article 14
...
3.  In the determination of any criminal charge against him, everyone shall be entitled to the
following minimum guarantees, in full equality:

(a)  To be informed promptly and in detail in a language which he
understands of the nature and cause of the charge against him;
…
(f)  To have the free assistance of an interpreter if he cannot understand or
speak the language used in court...

• Article 27,  ICCPR

Article 27

In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist, persons belonging to
such minorities shall not be denied the right, in community with the other members of their
group, to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practise their own religion, or to use their
own language.

• Article 17(d), CRC

Article 17

States Parties recognize the important function performed by the mass media and shall
ensure that the child has access to information and material from a diversity of national and
international sources, especially those aimed at the promotion of his or her social, spiritual
and moral well-being and physical and mental health.  To this end, States Parties shall:

…
(d)  Encourage the mass media to have particular regard to the linguistic
needs of the child who belongs to a minority group or who is indigenous...
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• Article 29.1(c), CRC

Article 29

1.  States Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to:
…
(c)  The development of respect for the child's parents, his or her own
cultural identity, language and values, for the national values of the country
in which the child is living, the country from which he or she may originate,
and for civilizations different from his or her own...

• Article 30, CRC

Article 30

In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or persons of indigenous
origin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is indigenous shall not be denied
the right, in community with other members of his or her group, to enjoy his or her own
culture, to profess and practice his or her own religion, or to use his or her own language.

• Article 40.1 and 40.2(b)(vi), CRC

Article 40

1.  States Parties recognize the right of every child alleged as, accused of, or recognized as
having infringed the penal law to be treated in a manner consistent with the promotion of the
child's sense of dignity and worth, which reinforces the child's respect for the human rights
and fundamental freedoms of others and which takes into account the child's age and the
desirability of promoting the child's reintegration and the child's assuming a constructive role
in society.
2.  To this end, and having regard to the relevant provisions of international instruments,
States Parties shall, in particular, ensure that:

…
(b)  Every child alleged as or accused of having infringed the penal law has
at least the following guarantees:
…

(vi)  To have the free assistance of an interpreter if the child
cannot understand or speak the language used...

• Article 1.1, CMW
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Article 1

1. The present Convention is applicable, except as otherwise provided hereafter, to all
migrant workers and members  of their families without distinction of any kind such as sex,
race, colour, language, religion or conviction, political or other opinion, national,  ethnic or
social origin, nationality, age, economic position, property, marital status, birth or other
status.

• Article 7, CMW

Article 7

States Parties undertake, in accordance with the international instruments concerning human
rights, to respect and to ensure to all migrant workers and members of their families within
their territory or subject to their jurisdiction the rights provided for  in the present
Convention without distinction of any kind such as to sex,  race, colour, language, religion
or conviction, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, nationality, age,
economic position, property, marital status, birth or other status.

• Article 16.5 and 16.8, CMW

Article 16
...
5. Migrant workers and members of their families who are arrested shall be informed at the
time of arrest as far as possible in a language they understand of the reasons for their arrest
and they shall be promptly informed in a language they understand of any charges against
them.
...
8. Migrant workers and members of their families who are deprived of their liberty by arrest
or detention shall be entitled  to take proceedings before a court, in order that that court may
decide without delay on the lawfulness of their detention and order their release  if the
detention is not lawful. When they attend such proceedings, they  shall have the assistance,
if necessary without cost to them, of an interpreter, if they cannot understand or speak the
language used.

• Article 18.3(a) and 18.3(f), CMW
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Article 18
...
3. In the determination of any criminal charge against them, migrant workers and members
of their families shall be entitled to the following minimum guarantees:

(a) To be informed promptly and in detail in a language they understand of
the nature and cause of the charge against  them;
...
(f) To have the free assistance of an interpreter if they cannot understand or
speak the language used in court;
...

• Article 22.2 and 22.3, CMW

Article 22
...
2. Migrant workers and members of their families may be expelled from the territory of a
State Party only in pursuance of a decision taken by the competent authority in accordance
with law.

3. The decision shall be communicated to them in a language they understand. Upon their
request where not otherwise mandatory, the decision shall be communicated to them in
writing and, save in exceptional circumstances on account of national security, the reasons
for the decision likewise stated. The persons concerned shall be informed  of these rights
before or at the latest at the time the decision is rendered.

• Article 33.1 and 33.3, CMW

Article 33

1. Migrant workers and members of their families shall have the right to be informed by the
State of origin, the State of employment or the State of transit as the case may be concerning:

(a) Their rights arising out of the present Convention;

(b) The conditions of their admission, their rights and obligations under the
law and practice of the State concerned and such other matters as will enable
them to comply with administrative or other formalities in that State.

...
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3. Such adequate information shall be provided upon request to migrant workers and
members of their families, free of charge, and, as far as possible, in a language they are able
to understand.

• Article 36, CMW

Article 36

Migrant workers and members of their families who are documented or in a regular situation
in the State of employment  shall enjoy the rights set forth in the present part of the
Convention [articles 36-56] in addition to those set forth in part III [articles 8-35].

• Article 45.2-45.4, CMW

Article 45
...
2. States of employment shall pursue a policy, where appropriate in collaboration with the
States of origin, aimed at  facilitating the integration of children of migrant workers in the
local school system, particularly in respect of teaching them the local language.

3. States of employment shall endeavour  to facilitate for the children of migrant workers the
teaching of their mother tongue and culture and, in this regard, States of origin shall
collaborate  whenever appropriate.

4. States of employment may provide special  schemes of education in the mother tongue of
children of migrant workers, if necessary in collaboration with the States of origin.
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