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I. ARTICLES

• Article 9, ICCPR

Article 9

1.  Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person.  No one shall be subjected to
arbitrary arrest or detention.  No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such grounds
and in accordance with such procedure as are established by law.

2.  Anyone who is arrested shall be informed, at the time of arrest, of the reasons for his
arrest and shall be promptly informed of any charges against him.

3.  Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brought promptly before a
judge or other officer authorized by law to exercise judicial power and shall be entitled to
trial within a reasonable time or to release.  It shall not be the general rule that persons
awaiting trial shall be detained in custody, but release may be subject to guarantees to appear
for trial, at any other stage of the judicial proceedings, and, should occasion arise, for
execution of the judgement.

4.  Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take
proceedings before a court, in order that court may decide without delay on the lawfulness
of his detention and order his release if the detention is not lawful.

5.  Anyone who has been the victim of unlawful arrest or detention shall have an enforceable
right to compensation.

• Article 10, ICCPR

Article 10

1.  All persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and with respect for
the inherent dignity of the human person.

2. (a)  Accused persons shall, save in exceptional circumstances, be segregated
from convicted persons and shall be subject to separate treatment appropriate
to their status as unconvicted persons;

(b)  Accused juvenile persons shall be separated from adults and brought as
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speedily as possible for adjudication. 

3.  The penitentiary system shall comprise treatment of prisoners the essential aim of which
shall be their reformation and social rehabilitation. Juvenile offenders shall be segregated
from adults and be accorded treatment appropriate to their age and legal status.

• Article 14.3(a), ICCPR

Article 14

...
3.  In the determination of any criminal charge against him, everyone shall be entitled to the
following minimum guarantees, in full equality:

(a)  To be informed promptly and in detail in a language which he
understands of the nature and cause of the charge against him...

• Article 37(b)-(d), CRC

Article 37

States Parties shall ensure that:
…
(b)  No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily.
The arrest, detention or imprisonment of a child shall be in conformity with
the law and shall be used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest
appropriate period of time;

(c)  Every child deprived of liberty shall be treated with humanity and respect
for the inherent dignity of the human person, and in a manner which takes
into account the needs of persons of his or her age.  In particular, every child
deprived of liberty shall be separated from adults unless it is considered in
the child's best interest not to do so and shall have the right to maintain
contact with his or her family through correspondence and visits, save in
exceptional circumstances;

(d)  Every child deprived of his or her liberty shall have the right to prompt
access to legal and other appropriate assistance, as well as the right to
challenge the legality of the deprivation of his or her liberty before a court or
other competent, independent and impartial authority, and to a prompt
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decision on any such action.

• Article 40.4, CRC

Article 40

...
4.  A variety of dispositions, such as care, guidance and supervision orders; counselling;
probation; foster care; education and vocational training programmes and other alternatives
to institutional care shall be available to ensure that children are dealt with in a manner
appropriate to their well-being and proportionate both to their circumstances and the offence.

• Article 11.2, 11.3 and 11.4(a), CMW

Article 11
...
2. No migrant worker or member of his or her family shall be required to perform forced or
compulsory labour.

3. Paragraph 2 of the present article shall not be held to preclude, in States where
imprisonment with hard labour may be imposed as a punishment for a crime, the
performance of hard labour  in pursuance of a sentence to such punishment by a competent
court.

4. For the purpose of the present article  the term "forced or compulsory labour" shall not
include:

(a) Any work or service not referred to  in paragraph 3 of the present article
normally required of a person who is under detention in consequence of a
lawful order of a court or of a  person during conditional release from such
detention;
...

• Article 16.3-16.8, CMW
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Article 16
...
3. Any verification by law enforcement officials of the identity of migrant workers or
members of their families  shall be carried out in accordance with procedure established by
law.

4. Migrant workers and members of their families shall not be subjected individually or
collectively to arbitrary arrest or detention; they shall not be deprived of their liberty except
on such grounds and in accordance with such procedures as are established  by law.

5. Migrant workers and members of their families who are arrested shall be informed at the
time of arrest as far  as possible in a language they understand of the reasons for their arrest
and they shall be promptly informed in a language they understand of any  charges against
them.

6. Migrant workers and members of their families who are arrested or detained on a criminal
charge shall be brought  promptly before a judge or other officer authorized by law to
exercise  judicial power and shall be entitled to trial within a reasonable time  or to release.
It shall not be the general rule that while awaiting trial  they shall be detained in custody, but
release may be subject to guarantees to appear for trial, at any other stage of the judicial
proceedings and, should the occasion arise, for the execution of the judgement.

7. When a migrant worker or a member of  his or her family is arrested or committed to
prison or custody pending  trial or is detained in any other manner:

(a) The consular or diplomatic authorities of his or her State of origin or of
a State representing the interests  of that State shall, if he or she so requests,
be informed without delay  of his or her arrest or detention and of the reasons
therefor;

(b) The person concerned shall have the right to communicate with the said
authorities. Any communication by the person concerned to the said
authorities shall be forwarded without delay,  and he or she shall also have
the right to receive communications sent  by the said authorities without
delay;

(c) The person concerned shall be informed without delay of this right and
of rights deriving from relevant treaties, if any, applicable between the States
concerned, to correspond and to meet with representatives of the said
authorities and to make arrangements with them for his or her legal
representation.
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8. Migrant workers and members of their families who are deprived of their liberty by arrest
or detention shall be entitled to take proceedings before a court, in order that that court may
decide without delay on the lawfulness of their detention and order their release  if the
detention is not lawful. When they attend such proceedings, they  shall have the assistance,
if necessary without cost to them, of an interpreter, if they cannot understand or speak the
language used.

• Article 17, CMW

Article 17

1. Migrant workers and members of their  families who are deprived of their liberty shall be
treated with humanity  and with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person and for
their  cultural identity.

2. Accused migrant workers and members of their families shall, save in exceptional
circumstances, be separated  from convicted persons and shall be subject to separate
treatment appropriate  to their status as unconvicted persons. Accused juvenile persons shall
be separated from adults and brought as speedily as possible for adjudication.

3. Any migrant worker or member of his or her family who is detained in a State of transit
or in a State of employment  for violation of provisions relating to migration shall be held,
in so  far as practicable, separately from convicted persons or persons detained  pending trial.

4. During any period of imprisonment in  pursuance of a sentence imposed by a court of law,
the essential aim of the treatment of a migrant worker or a member of his or her family shall
be his or her reformation and social rehabilitation. Juvenile offenders  shall be separated
from adults and be accorded treatment appropriate to  their age and legal status.

5. During detention or imprisonment, migrant workers and members of their families shall
enjoy the same rights as nationals to visits by members of their families.

6. Whenever a migrant worker is deprived  of his or her liberty, the competent authorities
of the State concerned  shall pay attention to the problems that may be posed for members
of his  or her family, in particular for spouses and minor children.

7. Migrant workers and members of their  families who are subjected to any form of
detention or imprisonment in accordance with the law in force in the State of employment
or in the State  of transit shall enjoy the same rights as nationals of those States who  are in
the same situation.
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8. If a migrant worker or a member of  his or her family is detained for the purpose of
verifying any infraction  of provisions related to migration, he or she shall not bear any costs
arising therefrom.

• Article 18.3(a), CMW

Article 18
...
3. In the determination of any criminal charge against them, migrant workers and members
of their families shall  be entitled to the following minimum guarantees:

(a) To be informed promptly and in detail in a language they understand of
the nature and cause of the charge against  them;
...

• Article 19.2, CMW

Article 19
...
2. Humanitarian considerations related to the status of a migrant worker, in particular with
respect to his or her right of residence or work, should be taken into account in imposing a
sentence for a criminal offence committed by a migrant worker or a member  of his or her
family.
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