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II. GENERAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

• CERD General recommendation XXXI (Sixty-seventh session, 2005): The Prevention of
Racial Discrimination in the Administration and Functioning of the Criminal Justice System,
A/60/18 (2005) 98 at para. 19.

...
19.  States parties should ensure that the system of justice:

(a)  Grants a proper place to victims and their families, as well as witnesses, throughout the
proceedings, by enabling complainants to be heard by the judges during the examination
proceedings and the court hearing, to have access to information, to confront hostile
witnesses, to challenge evidence and to be informed of the progress of proceedings;
...

• ICCPR General Comment 13 (Twenty-first session, 1984): Article 14: Equality Before the
Courts and the Right to a Fair and Public Hearing by an Independent Court Established by
Law, A/39/40 (1984) 143 at para. 12.

…
12.  Subparagraph 3 (e) states that the accused shall be entitled to examine or have examined
the witnesses against him and to obtain the attendance and examination of witnesses on his
behalf under the same conditions as witnesses against him.  This provision is designed to
guarantee to the accused the same legal powers of compelling the attendance of witnesses
and of examining or cross-examining any witnesses as are available to the prosecution.


