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I. ARTICLES

• Article 4.1 and 4.2, ICCPR

Article 4

1.  In time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the existence of
which is officially proclaimed, the States Parties to the present Covenant may take measures
derogating from their obligations under the present Covenant to the extent strictly required
by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are not inconsistent with their
other obligations under international law and do not involve discrimination solely on the
ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin.

2.  No derogation from articles 6, 7, 8 (paragraphs 1 and 2), 11, 15, 16 and 18 may be made
under this provision.

• Article 15, ICCPR

Article 15

1.  No one shall be held guilty of any criminal offence on account of any act or omission
which did not constitute a criminal offence, under national or international law, at the time
when it was committed.  Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was
applicable at the time when the criminal offence was committed.  If, subsequent to the
commission of the offence, provision is made by law for the imposition of the lighter
penalty, the offender shall benefit thereby.

2.  Nothing in this article shall prejudice the trial and punishment of any person for any act
or omission which, at the time when it was committed, was criminal according to the general
principles of law recognized by the community of nations.

• Article 40.1 and 40.2(a), CRC

Article 40

1.  States Parties recognize the right of every child alleged as, accused of, or recognized as
having infringed the penal law to be treated in a manner consistent with the promotion of the
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child's sense of dignity and worth, which reinforces the child's respect for the human rights
and fundamental freedoms of others and which takes into account the child's age and the
desirability of promoting the child's reintegration and the child's assuming a constructive role
in society.

 2.  To this end, and having regard to the relevant provisions of international instruments,
States Parties shall, in particular, ensure that:

(a)  No child shall be alleged as, be accused of, or recognized as having
infringed the penal law by reason of acts or omissions that were not
prohibited by national or international law at the time they were committed...

• Article 19.1, CMW

Article 19

1. No migrant worker or member of his or her family shall be held guilty of any criminal
offence on account of any  act or omission that did not constitute a criminal offence under
national or international law at the time when the criminal offence was committed,  nor shall
a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time when it was
committed. If, subsequent to the commission of  the offence, provision is made by law for
the imposition of a lighter penalty, he or she shall benefit thereby.


	Page 1
	Page 2

