
LEGAL RIGHTS - CRIMINAL - Right Against Self-Incrimination

1

II. GENERAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

� ICCPR General Comment 13 (Twenty-first session, 1984): Article 14: Equality Before the
Courts and the Right to a Fair and Public Hearing by an Independent Court Established by
Law, A/39/40 (1984) 143 at para. 14.

�
14.  Subparagraph 3 (g) provides that the accused may not be compelled to testify against
himself or to confess guilt.  In considering this safeguard the provisions of article 7 and
article 10, paragraph 1, should be borne in mind.  In order to compel the accused to confess
or to testify against himself, frequently methods which violate these provisions are used.
The law should require that evidence provided by means of such methods or any other form
of compulsion is wholly unacceptable.


