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I. ARTICLES

• Article 14, ICCPR

Article 14

1.  All persons shall be equal before the courts and tribunals.  In the determination of any
criminal charge against him, or of his rights and obligations in a suit at law, everyone shall
be entitled to a fair and public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal
established by law.  The press and the public may be excluded from all or part of a trial for
reasons of morals, public order (ordre public) or national security in a democratic society,
or when the interest of the private lives of the parties so requires, or to the extent strictly
necessary in the opinion of the court in special circumstances where publicity would
prejudice the interests of justice; but any judgement rendered in a criminal case or in a suit
at law shall be made public except where the interest of juvenile persons otherwise requires
or the proceedings concern matrimonial disputes or the guardianship of children.

2.  Everyone charged with a criminal offence shall have the right to be presumed innocent
until proved guilty according to law. 

3.  In the determination of any criminal charge against him, everyone shall be entitled to the
following minimum guarantees, in full equality:

(a)  To be informed promptly and in detail in a language which he
understands of the nature and cause of the charge against him;

(b)  To have adequate time and facilities for the preparation of his defence
and to communicate with counsel of his own choosing;

(c)  To be tried without undue delay;

(d)  To be tried in his presence, and to defend himself in person or through
legal assistance of his own choosing; to be informed, if he does not have
legal assistance, of this right; and to have legal assistance assigned to him,
in any case where the interests of justice so require, and without payment by
him in any such case if he does not have sufficient means to pay for it;

(e)  To examine, or have examined, the witnesses against him and to obtain
the attendance and examination of witnesses on his behalf under the same
conditions as witnesses against him;
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(f)  To have the free assistance of an interpreter if he cannot understand or
speak the language used in court;

(g)  Not to be compelled to testify against himself or to confess guilt.

4.  In the case of juvenile persons, the procedure shall be such as will take account of their
age and the desirability of promoting their rehabilitation.

5.  Everyone convicted of a crime shall have the right to his conviction and sentence being
reviewed by a higher tribunal according to law.

6.  When a person has by a final decision been convicted of a criminal offence and when
subsequently his conviction has been reversed or he has been pardoned on the ground that
a new or newly discovered fact shows conclusively that there has been a miscarriage of
justice, the person who has suffered punishment as a result of such conviction shall be
compensated according to law, unless it is proved that the non-disclosure of the unknown
fact in time is wholly or partly attributable to him.

7.  No one shall be liable to be tried or punished again for an offence for which he has
already been finally convicted or acquitted in accordance with the law and penal procedure
of each country.

• Article 5.1 and 5.2, CAT

Article 5

1.  Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction
over the offences referred to in article 4 in the following cases:

(a)  When the offences are committed in any territory under its jurisdiction
or on board a ship or aircraft registered in that State;

(b)  When the alleged offender is a national of that State;

(c)  When the victim is a national of that State if that State considers it
appropriate.

2.  Each State Party shall likewise take such measures as may be necessary to establish its
jurisdiction over such offences in cases where the alleged offender is present in any territory
under its jurisdiction and it does not extradite him pursuant to article 8 to any of the States
mentioned in paragraph 1 of this article.
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• Article 7, CAT

Article 7

1.  The State Party in the territory under whose jurisdiction a person alleged to have
committed any offence referred to in article 4 is found shall in the cases contemplated in
article 5, if it does not extradite him, submit the case to its competent authorities for the
purpose of prosecution.

2.  These authorities shall take their decision in the same manner as in the case of any
ordinary offence of a serious nature under the law of that State.  In the cases referred to in
article 5, paragraph 2, the standards of evidence required for prosecution and conviction
shall in no way be less stringent than those which apply in the cases referred to in article 5,
paragraph 1.

3.  Any person regarding whom proceedings are brought in connection with any of the
offences referred to in article 4 shall be guaranteed fair treatment at all stages of the
proceedings.

• Article 15, CAT

Article 15

Each State Party shall ensure that any statement which is established to have been made as
a result of torture shall not be invoked as evidence in any proceedings, except against a
person accused of torture as evidence that the statement was made.

• Article 8, CRC OP (SALE, PROSTITUTION, PORNOGRAPHY)

Article 8

1.  States Parties shall adopt appropriate measures to protect the rights and interests of child
victims of the practices prohibited under the present Protocol at all stages of the criminal
justice process, in particular by...

2.  States Parties shall ensure that uncertainty as to the actual age of the victim shall not
prevent the initiation of criminal investigations, including investigations aimed at
establishing the age of the victim.



LEGAL RIGHTS - RIGHT TO A FAIR AND PUBLIC HEARING

4

3.  States Parties shall ensure that, in the treatment by the criminal justice system of children
who are victims of the offences described in the present Protocol, the best interest of the
child shall be a primary consideration.

4.  States Parties shall take measures to ensure appropriate training, in particular legal and
psychological, for the persons who work with child victims of the offences prohibited under
the present Protocol.

States Parties shall, in appropriate cases, adopt measures in order to protect the safety and
integrity of those persons and/or organizations involved in the prevention and/or protection
and rehabilitation of child victims of such offences.

5.  Nothing in this article shall be construed as prejudicial to or inconsistent with the rights
of the accused to a fair and impartial trial.

• Article 18, CMW

Article 18

1. Migrant workers and members of their families shall have the right to equality with
nationals of the State concerned  before the courts and tribunals. In the determination of any
criminal charge against them or of their rights and obligations in a suit of law, they  shall be
entitled to a fair and public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal
established by law.

2. Migrant workers and members of their families who are charged with a criminal offence
shall have the right to  be presumed innocent until proven guilty according to law.

3. In the determination of any criminal charge against them, migrant workers and members
of their families shall  be entitled to the following minimum guarantees:

(a) To be informed promptly and in detail in a language they understand of
the nature and cause of the charge against  them;

(b) To have adequate time and facilities for the preparation of their defence
and to communicate with counsel of their own choosing;

(c) To be tried without undue delay;

(d) To be tried in their presence and to defend themselves in person or
through legal assistance of their own  choosing; to be informed, if they do not
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have legal assistance, of this  right; and to have legal assistance assigned to
them, in any case where  the interests of justice so require and without
payment by them in any  such case if they do not have sufficient means to
pay;

(e) To examine or have examined the witnesses against them and to obtain
the attendance and examination of witnesses on their behalf under the same
conditions as witnesses against them;

(f) To have the free assistance of an interpreter if they cannot understand or
speak the language used in court;

(g) Not to be compelled to testify against themselves or to confess guilt.

4. In the case of juvenile persons, the procedure  shall be such as will take account of their
age and the desirability of promoting their rehabilitation.

5. Migrant workers and members of their  families convicted of a crime shall have the right
to their conviction and sentence being reviewed by a higher tribunal according to law.

6. When a migrant worker or a member of  his or her family has, by a final decision, been
convicted of a criminal  offence and when subsequently his or her conviction has been
reversed or he or she has been pardoned on the ground that a new or newly discovered  fact
shows conclusively that there has been a miscarriage of justice, the  person who has suffered
punishment as a result of such conviction shall  be compensated according to law, unless it
is proved that the non-disclosure  of the unknown fact in time is wholly or partly attributable
to that person.

7. No migrant worker or member of his or her family shall be liable to be tried or punished
again for an offence  for which he or she has already been finally convicted or acquitted in
accordance with the law and penal procedure of the State concerned.

• Article 22.1-22.5, CMW

Article 22

1. Migrant workers and members of their families shall not be subject to measures of
collective expulsion. Each case of expulsion shall be examined and decided individually.



LEGAL RIGHTS - RIGHT TO A FAIR AND PUBLIC HEARING

6

2. Migrant workers and members of their  families may be expelled from the territory of a
State Party only in pursuance of a decision taken by the competent authority in accordance
with law.

3. The decision shall be communicated  to them in a language they understand. Upon their
request where not otherwise mandatory, the decision shall be communicated to them in
writing and, save  in exceptional circumstances on account of national security, the reasons
for the decision likewise stated. The persons concerned shall be informed  of these rights
before or at the latest at the time the decision is rendered.

4. Except where a final decision is pronounced by a judicial authority, the person concerned
shall have the right to submit  the reason he or she should not be expelled and to have his or
her case reviewed by the competent authority, unless compelling reasons of national
security require otherwise. Pending such review, the person concerned shall have the right
to seek a stay of the decision of expulsion.

5. If a decision of expulsion that has  already been executed is subsequently annulled, the
person concerned shall  have the right to seek compensation according to law and the earlier
decision  shall not be used to prevent him or her from re-entering the State concerned.
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