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I. ARTICLES

• Article 14.1, ICCPR

Article 14

1.  All persons shall be equal before the courts and tribunals.  In the determination of any
criminal charge against him, or of his rights and obligations in a suit at law, everyone shall
be entitled to a fair and public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal
established by law.  The press and the public may be excluded from all or part of a trial for
reasons of morals, public order (ordre public) or national security in a democratic society,
or when the interest of the private lives of the Parties so requires, or to the extent strictly
necessary in the opinion of the court in special circumstances where publicity would
prejudice the interests of justice; but any judgement rendered in a criminal case or in a suit
at law shall be made public except where the interest of juvenile persons otherwise requires
or the proceedings concern matrimonial disputes or the guardianship of children.

• Article 17, ICCPR

Article 17

1.  No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his honour and reputation.

2.  Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks.

• Article 23, ICCPR

Article 23

1.  The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to
protection by society and the State.

2.  The right of men and women of marriageable age to marry and to found a family shall be
recognized.

3.  No marriage shall be entered into without the free and full consent of the intending
spouses.
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4.   States Parties to the present Covenant shall take appropriate steps to ensure equality of
rights and responsibilities of spouses as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.
In the case of dissolution, provision shall be made for the necessary protection of any
children.

• Article 10, ICESCR

Article 10

The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that:

1.  The widest possible protection and assistance should be accorded to the family, which
is the natural and fundamental group unit of society, particularly for its establishment and
while it is responsible for the care and education of dependent children.  Marriage must be
entered into with the free consent of the intending spouses.

2.  Special protection should be accorded to mothers during a reasonable period before and
after childbirth.  During such period working mothers should be accorded paid leave or leave
with adequate social security benefits.

3.  Special measures of protection and assistance should be taken on behalf of all children
and young persons without any discrimination for reasons of parentage or other conditions.
Children and young persons should be protected from economic and social exploitation.
Their employment in work harmful to their morals or health or dangerous to life or likely to
hamper their normal development should be punishable by law.  States should also set age
limits below which the paid employment of child labour should be prohibited and punishable
by law.

• Article 11.2(c), CEDAW

Article 11
...
2.  In order to prevent discrimination against women on the grounds of marriage or maternity
and to ensure their effective right to work, States Parties shall take appropriate measures:

…
(c)  To encourage the provision of the necessary supporting social services
to enable parents to combine family obligations with work responsibilities
and participation in public life, in particular through promoting the
establishment and development of a network of child-care facilities...
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• Article 5, CRC

Article 5

States Parties shall respect the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or, where
applicable, the members of the extended family or community as provided for by local
custom, legal guardians or other persons legally responsible for the child, to provide, in a
manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child, appropriate direction and
guidance in the exercise by the child of the rights recognized in the present Convention.

• Article 8.1, CRC

Article 8

1.  States Parties undertake to respect the right of the child to preserve his or her identity,
including nationality, name and family relations as recognized by law without unlawful
interference.

• Article 9.3 and 9.4, CRC

Article 9
...
3.  States Parties shall respect the right of the child who is separated from one or both parents
to maintain personal relations and direct contact with both parents on a regular basis, except
if it is contrary to the child's best interests. 

4.  Where such separation results from any action initiated by a State Party, such as the
detention, imprisonment, exile, deportation or death (including death arising from any cause
while the person is in the custody of the State) of one or both parents or of the child, that
State Party shall, upon request, provide the parents, the child or, if appropriate, another
member of the family with the essential information concerning the whereabouts of the
absent member(s) of the family unless the provision of the information would be detrimental
to the well-being of the child.  States Parties shall further ensure that the submission of such
a request shall of itself entail no adverse consequences for the person(s) concerned.

• Article 16, CRC

Article 16
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1.  No child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or her privacy,
family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his or her honour and reputation.

2.  The child has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks.

• Article 22.1 and 22.2, CRC

Article 22

1.  States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that a child who is seeking
refugee status or who is considered a refugee in accordance with applicable international or
domestic law and procedures shall, whether unaccompanied or accompanied by his or her
parents or by any other person, receive appropriate protection and humanitarian assistance
in the enjoyment of applicable rights set forth in the present Convention and in other
international human rights or humanitarian instruments to which the said States are Parties.

2.  For this purpose, States Parties shall provide, as they consider appropriate, co-operation
in any efforts by the United Nations and other competent intergovernmental organizations
or non-governmental organizations co-operating with the United Nations to protect and
assist such a child and to trace the parents or other members of the family of any refugee
child in order to obtain information necessary for reunification with his or her family.  In
cases where no parents or other members of the family can be found, the child shall be
accorded the same protection as any other child permanently or temporarily deprived of his
or her family environment for any reason, as set forth in the present Convention.

• Article 37(c), CRC

Article 37

States Parties shall ensure that:
…
(c)  Every child deprived of liberty shall be treated with humanity and respect
for the inherent dignity of the human person, and in a manner which takes
into account the needs of persons of his or her age.  In particular, every child
deprived of liberty shall be separated from adults unless it is considered in
the child's best interest not to do so and shall have the right to maintain
contact with his or her family through correspondence and visits, save in
exceptional circumstances...
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• Article 1.1, CMW

Article 1

1. The present Convention is applicable, except as otherwise provided hereafter, to all
migrant workers and members  of their families without distinction of any kind such as sex,
race, colour,  language, religion or conviction, political or other opinion, national,  ethnic or
social origin, nationality, age, economic position, property, marital status, birth or other
status.

• Article 4, CMW

Article 4

For the purposes of the present Convention the term ''members of the family" refers to
persons married to migrant  workers or having with them a relationship that, according to
applicable  law, produces effects equivalent to marriage, as well as their dependent  children
and other dependent persons who are recognized as members of the  family by applicable
legislation or applicable bilateral or multilateral agreements between the States concerned.

• Article 7, CMW

Article 7

States Parties undertake, in accordance with the international instruments concerning human
rights, to respect and to ensure to all migrant workers and members of their families within
their territory or subject to their jurisdiction the rights provided for  in the present
Convention without distinction of any kind such as to sex,  race, colour, language, religion
or conviction, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, nationality, age,
economic position, property, marital status, birth or other status.

• Article 14, CMW

Article 14

No migrant worker or member of his or her family shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful
interference with his  or her privacy, family, home, correspondence or other
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communications, or to unlawful attacks on his or her honour and reputation. Each migrant
worker and member of his or her family shall have the right to the protection  of the law
against such interference or attacks.

• Article 17.5 and 17.6, CMW

Article 17
...
5. During detention or imprisonment, migrant workers and members of their families shall
enjoy the same rights as nationals  to visits by members of their families.

6. Whenever a migrant worker is deprived  of his or her liberty, the competent authorities
of the State concerned  shall pay attention to the problems that may be posed for members
of his  or her family, in particular for spouses and minor children.

• Article 36, CMW

Article 36

Migrant workers and members of their families  who are documented or in a regular situation
in the State of employment  shall enjoy the rights set forth in the present part of the
Convention [articles 36-56] in addition to those set forth in part III [articles 8-35].

• Article 44, CMW

Article 44

1. States Parties, recognizing that the family is the natural and fundamental group unit of
society and is entitled  to protection by society and the State, shall take appropriate measures
to ensure the protection of the unity of the families of migrant workers.

2. States Parties shall take measures that they deem appropriate and that fall within their
competence to facilitate  the reunification of migrant workers with their spouses or persons
who  have with the migrant worker a relationship that, according to applicable  law, produces
effects equivalent to marriage, as well as with their minor dependent unmarried children.

3. States of employment, on humanitarian grounds, shall favourably consider granting equal
treatment, as set forth in paragraph 2 of the present article, to other family members of
migrant  workers.
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• Article 50, CMW

Article 50

1. In the case of death of a migrant worker or dissolution of marriage, the State of
employment shall favourably consider  granting family members of that migrant worker
residing in that State on  the basis of family reunion an authorization to stay; the State of
employment  shall take into account the length of time they have already resided in  that
State.

2. Members of the family to whom such authorization is not granted shall be allowed before
departure a reasonable  period of time in order to enable them to settle their affairs in the
State  of employment.

3. The provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 of the present article may not be interpreted as
adversely affecting  any right to stay and work otherwise granted to such family members
by the legislation of the State of employment or by bilateral and multilateral treaties
applicable to that State.
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