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II. GENERAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

• CERD General Recommendation XXX (Sixty-fifth session, 2004): Discrimination Against
Non-Citizens, A/59/18 (2004) 93 at para. 8.

...
[The Committee recommends]...that the States parties to the Convention, as appropriate to
their specific circumstances, adopt the following measures:
...
8.  Pay greater attention to the issue of multiple discrimination faced by non-citizens, in
particular concerning the children and spouses of non-citizen workers, to refrain from
applying different standards of treatment to female non-citizen spouses of citizens and male
non-citizen spouses of citizens, to report on any such practices and to take all necessary steps
to address them;
...

• ICESCR General Comment 16 (Thirty-fourth session, 2005): Article 3: The Equal Right of
Men and Women to the Enjoyment of all Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, E/2006/22
(2005) 116 at para. 27.

...
27.  Article 10, paragraph 1, of the Covenant requires that States parties recognize that the
widest possible protection and assistance should be accorded to the family, and that marriage
must be entered into with the free consent of the intending spouses.  Implementing article 3,
in relation to article 10, requires States parties, inter alia, to provide victims of domestic
violence, who are primarily female, with access to safe housing, remedies and redress for
physical, mental and emotional damage; to ensure that men and women have an equal right
to choose if, whom and when to marry - in particular, the legal age of marriage for men and
women should be the same, and boys and girls should be protected equally from practices
that promote child marriage, marriage by proxy, or coercion; and to ensure that women have
equal rights to marital property and inheritance upon their husband's death.  Gender-based
violence is a form of discrimination that inhibits the ability to enjoy rights and freedoms,
including economic, social and cultural rights, on a basis of equality.  States parties must take
appropriate measures to eliminate violence against men and women and act with due
diligence to prevent, investigate, mediate, punish and redress acts of violence against them
by private actors.
...
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• CRC General Comment 3 (Thirty-second session, 2003):  HIV/AIDS and the Rights of the
Child, A/59/11 (2004) 89 at para. 11. 

...
11.   Children have the right not to have their lives arbitrarily taken, as well as to benefit from
economic and social policies that will allow them to survive into adulthood and develop in
the broadest sense of the word.  State obligation to realize the right to life, survival and
development also highlights the need to give careful attention to sexuality as well as to the
behaviours and lifestyles of children, even if they do not conform with what society
determines to be acceptable under prevailing cultural norms for a particular age group.  In
this regard, the female child is often subject to harmful traditional practices, such as early
and/or forced marriage, which violate her rights and make her more vulnerable to HIV
infection, including because such practices often interrupt access to education and
information.  Effective prevention programmes are only those that acknowledge the realities
of the lives of adolescents, while addressing sexuality by ensuring equal access to appropriate
information, life skills, and to preventive measures.

• CERD General Recommendation XX (Forty-eighth session, 1996): Article 5:
Non-Discriminatory Implementation of Rights and Freedoms, A/51/18 (1996) 124.  For text
of General Recommendation, see EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION.

• CERD General Recommendation XXIX (Sixty-first session, 2002): On Article 1, Paragraph
1, of the Convention (Descent), A/57/18 (2002) 111 at paras. a and ff. For text of General
Recommendation, see EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION.

• ICCPR General Comment 19 (Thirty-ninth session, 1990): Article 23: Protection of the
Family, the Right to Marriage and Equality of the Spouses, A/45/40 vol. I (1990) 175 at
paras. 4 and 6.  For text of General Comment, see PROTECTION OF THE FAMILY -
GENERAL.

• ICCPR General Comment 24 (Fifty-second session, 1994):  Issues Relating to Reservations
Made upon Ratification or Accession to the Covenant or the Optional Protocols Thereto, or
in Relation to Declarations under Article 41 of the Covenant, A/50/40 vol. I (1995) 119 at
para. 8.  For text of General Comment, see RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS.



PROTECTION OF THE FAMILY - MARRIAGE

3

• ICCPR General Comment 28 (Sixty-eighth session, 2000), Article 3:  Equality of Rights
Between Men and Women, A/55/40 vol. I (2000) 133 at paras. 23 and 24.  For text of
General Comment, see EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - GENDER
DISCRIMINATION - General.

• ICESCR General Comment 5 (Eleventh session, 1994): Persons with Disabilities, E/1995/22
(1994) 99 at paras. 1-38.   For text of General Comment, see DISABILITY. 

• CEDAW General Recommendation 19 (Eleventh session, 1992): Violence Against Women,
A/47/38 (1992) 5 at paras. 11 and 14.  For text of General Recommendation, see
EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - GENDER DISCRIMINATION - Violence
Against Women.

• CEDAW General Recommendation 21 (Thirteenth session, 1994): Equality in Marriage and
Family Relations, A/49/38 (1994) 1 at paras. 6, 10, 14-20, 24-35, 36, 38, 39 and 41-50.  For
text of General Recommendation, see EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - FAMILY.


