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I. ARTICLES

• Article 2.1(a), (b) and (d), CERD

Article 2

1.  States Parties condemn racial discrimination and undertake to pursue by all appropriate
means and without delay a policy of eliminating racial discrimination in all its forms and
promoting understanding among all races, and, to this end:

(a)  Each State Party undertakes to engage in no act or practice of racial
discrimination against persons, groups of persons or institutions and to
ensure that all public authorities and public institutions, national and local,
shall act in conformity with this obligation;

(b)  Each State Party undertakes not to sponsor, defend or support racial
discrimination by any persons or organizations;
…
(d)  Each State Party shall prohibit and bring to an end, by all appropriate
means, including legislation as required by circumstances, racial
discrimination by any persons, group or organization...

• Article 4, CERD

Article 4

States Parties condemn all propaganda and all organizations which are based on ideas or
theories of superiority of one race or group of persons of one colour or ethnic origin, or
which attempt to justify or promote racial hatred and discrimination in any form, and
undertake to adopt immediate and positive measures designed to eradicate all incitement to,
or acts of, such discrimination and, to this end, with due regard to the principles embodied
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the rights expressly set forth in article 5
of this Convention, inter alia:

(a)  Shall declare an offence punishable by law all dissemination of ideas
based on racial superiority or hatred, incitement to racial discrimination, as
well as all acts of violence or incitement to such acts against any race or
group of persons of another colour or ethnic origin, and also the provision of
any assistance to racist activities, including the financing thereof;
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(b)  Shall declare illegal and prohibit organizations, and also organized and
all other propaganda activities, which promote and incite racial
discrimination, and shall recognize participation in such organizations or
activities as an offence punishable by law;

(c)  Shall not permit public authorities or public institutions, national or local,
to promote or incite racial discrimination.

• Article 5(b) and (f), CERD

Article 5

In compliance with the fundamental obligations laid down in article 2 of this Convention,
States Parties undertake to prohibit and to eliminate racial discrimination in all its forms and
to guarantee the right of everyone, without distinction as to race, colour, or national or ethnic
origin, to equality before the law, notably in the enjoyment of the following rights:

…
(b)  The right to security of person and protection by the State against
violence or bodily harm, whether inflicted by government officials or by any
individual group or institution;
…
(f)  The right of access to any place or service intended for use by the general
public, such as transport hotels, restaurants, cafes, theatres and parks.

• Article 2.3, ICCPR

Article 2
…
3.  Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes:

(a)  To ensure that any person whose rights or freedoms as herein recognized
are violated shall have an effective remedy, notwithstanding that the
violation has been committed by persons acting in an official capacity;

(b)  To ensure that any person claiming such a remedy shall have his right
thereto determined by competent judicial, administrative or legislative
authorities, or by any other competent authority provided for by the legal
system of the State, and to develop the possibilities of judicial remedy;

(c)  To ensure that the competent authorities shall enforce such remedies
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when granted.

• Article 5, ICESCR

Article 5

1.  Nothing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or
person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of
any of the rights or freedoms recognized herein, or at their limitation to a greater extent than
is provided for in the present Covenant.

2.  No restriction upon or derogation from any of the fundamental human rights recognized
or existing in any country in virtue of law, conventions, regulations or custom shall be
admitted on the pretext that the present Covenant does not recognize such rights or that it
recognizes them to a lesser extent.

• Article 2(d) and (e), CEDAW

Article 2

States Parties condemn discrimination against women in all its forms, agree to pursue by all
appropriate means and without delay a policy of eliminating discrimination against women
and, to this end, undertake:

…
(d)  To refrain from engaging in any act or practice of discrimination against
women and to ensure that public authorities and institutions shall act in
conformity with this obligation;

(e)  To take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against
women by any person, organization or enterprise...

• Article 1.1, CAT

Article 1



PUBLIC AND PRIVATE ACTORS - GENERAL

4

1.  For the purposes of this Convention, the term "torture" means any act by which severe
pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such
purposes as obtaining from him or a third person information or a confession, punishing him
for an act he or a third person has committed or is suspected of having committed, or
intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for any reason based on discrimination of
any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the
consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official capacity.
It does not include pain or suffering arising only from, inherent in or incidental to lawful
sanctions.

• Article 2.3, CAT

Article 2
...
3.  An order from a superior officer or a public authority may not be invoked as a
justification of torture.

• Article 16.1, CAT

Article 16

1.  Each State Party shall undertake to prevent in any territory under its jurisdiction other
acts of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment which do not amount to torture
as defined in article 1, when such acts are committed by or at the instigation of or with the
consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official capacity.
In particular, the obligations contained in articles 10, 11, 12 and 13 shall apply with the
substitution for references to torture of references to other forms of cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment.

• Article 3.1, CRC

Article 3

1.  In all actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or private social welfare
institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the best interests
of the child shall be a primary consideration.

• Article 7, CRC OP (ARMED CONFLICT)
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Article 7

1.  States Parties shall cooperate in the implementation of the present Protocol, including in
the prevention of any activity contrary to the Protocol and in the rehabilitation and social
reintegration of persons who are victims of acts contrary to this Protocol, including through
technical cooperation and financial assistance.  Such assistance and cooperation will be
undertaken in consultation among concerned States parties and relevant international
organizations.

2.  States Parties in a position to do so shall provide such assistance through existing
multilateral, bilateral or other programmes, or, inter alia, through a voluntary fund
established in accordance with the General Assembly rules.

• Article 3(a) and 3(b), CMW

Article 3

The present Convention shall not apply to:

(a) Persons sent or employed by international organizations and agencies or
persons sent or employed by a State outside  its territory to perform official
functions, whose admission and status  are regulated by general international
law or by specific international  agreements or conventions;

(b) Persons sent or employed by a State or on its behalf outside its territory
who participate in development programmes and other co-operation
programmes, whose admission and status are regulated by agreement with
the State of employment and who, in accordance with that agreement, are not
considered migrant workers;
...

• Article 12.1, CMW

Article 12

1. Migrant workers and members of their families shall have the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion.  This right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or
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belief  of their choice and freedom either individually or in community with others  and in
public or private to manifest their religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and
teaching.

• Article 16.2, CMW

Article 16
...
2. Migrant workers and members of their  families shall be entitled to effective protection
by the State against  violence, physical injury, threats and intimidation, whether by public
officials or by private individuals, groups or institutions.

• Article 21, CMW

Article 21

It shall be unlawful for anyone, other than a public official duly authorized by law, to
confiscate, destroy or attempt to destroy identity documents, documents authorizing entry
to or  stay, residence or establishment in the national territory or work permits.  No
authorized confiscation of such documents shall take place without delivery  of a detailed
receipt. In no case shall it be permitted to destroy the  passport or equivalent document of
a migrant worker or a member of his or her family.

• Article 25, CMW

Article 25

1. Migrant workers shall enjoy treatment not less favourable than that which applies to
nationals of the State of employment in respect of remuneration and:

(a) Other conditions of work, that is to say, overtime, hours of work, weekly
rest, holidays with pay, safety, health, termination of the employment
relationship and any other conditions  of work which, according to national
law and practice, are covered by these  terms;

(b) Other terms of employment, that is to say, minimum age of employment,
restriction on home work and any other  matters which, according to national
law and practice, are considered a  term of employment.
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2. It shall not be lawful to derogate in private contracts of employment from the principle of
equality of treatment referred  to in paragraph 1 of the present article.

3. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that migrant workers are not
deprived of any rights  derived from this principle by reason of any irregularity in their stay
or employment. In particular, employers shall not be relieved of any legal  or contractual
obligations, nor shall their obligations be limited in any  manner by reason of such
irregularity.

• Article 65, CMW

Article 65

1. States Parties shall maintain appropriate services to deal with questions concerning
international migration of workers and members of their families. Their functions shall
include, inter alia:

(a) The formulation and implementation of policies regarding such migration;

(b) An exchange of information, consultation and co-operation with the
competent authorities of other States Parties  involved in such migration;

(c) The provision of appropriate information, particularly to employers,
workers and their organizations on policies,  laws and regulations relating to
migration and employment, on agreements  concluded with other States
concerning migration and on other relevant  matters;

(d) The provision of information and appropriate assistance to migrant
workers and members of their families regarding requisite  authorizations and
formalities and arrangements for departure, travel,  arrival, stay, remunerated
activities, exit and return, as well as on conditions  of work and life in the
State of employment and on customs, currency, tax  and other relevant laws
and regulations.

2. States Parties shall facilitate as appropriate  the provision of adequate consular and other
services that are necessary to meet the social, cultural and other needs of migrant workers
and members  of their families.

• Article 66, CMW
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Article 66

1. Subject to paragraph 2 of the present article, the right to undertake operations with a view
to the recruitment  of workers for employment in another State shall be restricted to:

(a) Public services or bodies of the State in which such operations take place;

(b) Public services or bodies of the State of employment on the basis of
agreement between the States concerned;

(c) A body established by virtue of a  bilateral or multilateral agreement. 

2. Subject to any authorization, approval  and supervision by the public authorities of the
States Parties concerned  as may be established pursuant to the legislation and practice of
those  States, agencies, prospective employers or persons acting on their behalf  may also
be permitted to undertake the said operations.
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