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Elim nation of Discrimination against Whnen to repl ace

t hose whose terns are due to expire on 15 April 1994

Not e by the Secretary-CGeneral

Addendum

1. The Secretary-GCeneral, in conmpliance with article 17, paragraph 3, of the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of Discrimnation against Wnen,
invited the States parties to the Convention to submt their nom nations, by
10 Novenber 1993, for the election of 12 nmenbers of the Conmittee on the

Eli mi nati on of Discrimnation against Wnen. The 19 nom nations that were
recei ved by that date were published in docunent CEDAW SP/1994/3. One

addi ti onal nom nati on was published in docunent CEDAW SP/ 1994/ 3/ Add. 1, anot her
two nom nations were published in docunment CEDAW SP/ 1994/ 3/ Add. 2 and an

addi tional four were published in document CEDAW SP/ 1994/ 3/ Add. 3. The
Secretary-Ceneral has now received one nore nom nation as foll ows:

Justice Desirée P. Bernard - Cuyana

2. Bi ogr aphi cal data concerning the above-nentioned candi date, as furni shed by
her Covernnent, is annexed hereto.

* CEDAW SP/ 1994/ 1.
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Annex

Desirée Patricia Bernard

Date of birth: 2 March 1939

Nationality: Guyanese

Marital status: Single

Prof essional qualifications and experience

Bachel or of Laws Degree, University of London (LL.B) (Hons.)

Practised as a solicitor in the H gh Court of the Supreme Court of Cuyana,
1964- 1980

Admitted to the Roll of Solicitors in England in 1977
Appointed to act as a magistrate in juvenile and mai ntenance courts, 1970

Appoi nted first woman judge of the High Court of the Suprenme Court of Guyana,
1 October 1980

Appoi nted Conmm ssi oner of OCaths and Notary Public, 1976

Appointed first woman judge of the Court of Appeal of Guyana, May 1992. At
present the only woman hol di ng such a position in the Caribbean

Menbership in organi zati ons and comm ttees

A Nat i onal
El ected Treasurer of Business and Professional Wnen's C ub of Guyana, 1966

El ected Charter President of the Georgetown Toastm stress Club, 1967, and served
until 1972

El ected Secretary of the Guyana Law Society, 1968, and el ected President of the
Society, 1972

Elected to the Conmittee of the Georgetown Twi ning Association, 1970 to pronote
twining with the city of Otawa, Canada

Founder member of Guyana Consuners' Associ ation
Menber of the Council of the University of CGuyana since 1971

Founder nmenber of the Conference on the Affairs and Status of Whnmen in Guyana
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Appoi nted nmenber of the Adoption Board of Guyana, 1972, and |ater served as
Deputy Chairman for several years

Menmber of the Legal Practitioners' Committee of Guyana, which is responsible for
di sci pline of legal practitioners, 1972-1979

Menber of the Board of Directors of the Guyana Legal Aid Clinic
Member of Guyana Labour Code Commi ssion, 1975-1980
Appoi nted nmenber of the Income Tax Board of Review, 1976

First President of the Guyana Association of Wonen Lawyers; held this post for
two years

Appoi nted Chairman of the Legislation Committee of the Guyana Comm ssion for the
I nternational Year of the Child, 1979

Only femal e nenber of the Judicial Service Commi ssion of Guyana since 1982
El ected President of the All-Guyana Netball Association, 1987
Menmber of the Board of Trustees of the Guyana Grl Guides Association

Appointed first woman Chancell or of the Anglican Di ocese of Guyana, and first in
the Province of the West Indies

B. Reqgi ona

First Secretary of Caribbean Wonmen's Associ ation, 1970-1974; at present serving
as a resource person

Menmber of the Caribbean Council of Legal Education, 1970-1980

El ected first and only femal e President of the O ganisation of Conmonweal th
Cari bbean Bar Associ ations, 1976; nmade Honorary Life Menber, 1980

Served as nmenber and Chairman of the Caribbean Steering Commttee for Wnen's
Affairs, 1978 (later established as the Wonen and Devel opnent Unit of the

Uni versity of the West Indies)

Menber of the Cari bbean Task Force on Abortion, 1978

C. | nt er nati onal

Honorary nenber of the Canadi an Bar Association, 1976-1978

Member and Country Vice-President of the Internati onal Federation of Wnen
Lawyers

Menber of the Committee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation against Wmen,
1982-1992; served as Rapporteur, 1982-1984 and as chairperson, 1985-1989
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Menmber of the Commonweal th Lawyers' Associ ation
Menber of the International Association of Wwnmen Judges

CQut st andi ng achi evenent s

Gave voluntary service to the Guyana Legal Aid Centre, 1975-1980

Was appoi nted Chairman of a Commttee established by the President of CGuyana

in 1981 to examine all laws with a view to abolishing discrimnation agai nst
worren and agai nst children born out of wedlock. As a result of reconmendations,
several discrimnatory |aws agai nst wonen were abol i shed and the Bastardy Act
repeal ed. A new Act was passed granting children born out of wedl ock equa
status with children born in wedl ock. The Equal Rights Act was passed, as well
as the Act giving sone proprietary rights to wonen living in common | aw

rel ati onshi ps

Has written several articles and delivered papers and | ectures on the | ega
rights of wormen and children

Attended Ninth Commonweal th Law Conference in Auckl and, New Zeal and and
presented a keynote paper on violence and the famly as well as a paper on the
domestic application of international human rights norms as it affects wonen
In 1991, presented paper on the effect of the common | aw on Cari bbean
jurisprudence in Tortola, British Virgin Islands, to celebrate twentieth

anni versary of the establishnent of the Caribbean Council of Legal Education
Awar ds

Awar ded t he Caci que Crown of Honour, the third highest national award of Guyana,
for outstanding service in the inmprovenent of the status of wonen

Recei ved award fromthe Wnen's Unit of the University of Guyana for outstanding
contribution in the field of |aw

Awar ded nedal of service fromthe Cari bbean Wnen's Associ ati on
Recei ved award fromthe University of the West Indies Guild of G aduates,
New York chapter, in Novermber 1992 for commtnment to the rights of wonmen and

chil dren and dedi cation to scholarship and Cari bbean jurisprudence

O her i nformation

Att ended Conference of Wnen Lawyers of the Cari bbean and Latin Anerica held in
Airlie, Virginia, United States of America, 1975

Attended I nternational Whnen's Year Conference, Mexico, 1975

Attended Fifth Commonweal t h Law Conference in Edi nburgh, Scotland, as President
of the Organi zati on of Commonweal th Cari bbean Bar Associ ations, 1977
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Attended annual conference of the International Federation of Wnmen Lawyers,
Santa Fe, New Mexico, United States of America, 1979

Attended m d- Decade Wonen's Conference, Copenhagen, Denmark, 1980, as a resource
person for the non-governmental forum

At tended end- of - Decade World Conference for Wnen, Nairobi, Kenya, to present
the report of the Committee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation against Wnen
as its contribution to the Wrld Conference

Visited Japan in 1988 as Chairperson of the Commttee on the Elinnation of
Di scrim nation agai nst Women and met with wonen's groups and nenbers of the
Prime Mnister's Advisory Council on Wnen's Affairs

Visited China at the invitation of the Al China Wnen's Federation

Resource person of the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen of the United
Nations Secretariat and, as such, attended the regional semnar held in Antigua
in April 1992 to sensitize government officials responsible for wonmen's affairs
about the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of Discrimnation against
Wonmen



