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Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) welcorntesdecision of CESCR to give
focused attention to sexual and reproductive heddits and encourages the drafting
and adoption of a General Comment on this impogahject.

The General comment should stress indivisibilityd anterrelatedness of sexual and
reproductive rights to other human rights — bothl @nd political, and economic, social

an cultural rights. This cross-cutting naturetted subject of the General Comment is
very relevant to the issues covered by the Comwemn the Rights of the Child — such

as right of children and adolescents to healttweligment.

The Committee on the Rights of the Child in itshates is constantly raising issues
related to sexual and reproductive health rights, @nsiders the subject of the Day of
General Discussion very important to many aspectgghts of children. In its General
Comment No.4 (2003) the Committee emphasized #geeally important issues, and all
of them are directly related to sexual and repradechealth rights: adolescents up to 18
years old are holders of their rights enshrinedhimm Convention; they are entitled to
special protection measures and, according to teeolving capacities they can
progressively exercise their rights (article 5)lldfiium Development Goals (especially
those related to reduction of child and maternattatity and prevention of HIV/AIDS),
again, are equally relevant both to the rightscbhildren and rights to sexual and
reproductive health.

The Committee urges States parties to develograplgément programmes that provide
access to sexual and reproductive health serviodsrespect rights of adolescents to
privacy and confidentiality. While monitoring imptentation of the Convention of the
Rights of the Child, the Committee observes wittisgction progressive efforts of the
States Parties in respecting, protecting and linifjlrights of adolescents with regard to
all components of their development. Sexual edanaitn schools is one of important
issues discussed during dialogues with States egardind raised in Committee’s
Concluding observations, as well as measuresrdiegi children and adolescents from
harmful practices such as early marriages and leegenital mutilation. The Committee
is raising these and other important issues refatesgxual and reproductive rights in the
context of the right of children to healthy holistidevelopment, addressing all
components of development as equally important.ld@m, in the spirit of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and in thewiof the Committee, are holders of
their rights and, as their capacities are evolviights to sexual and reproductive health
should be no exception.

Effective synergies of modern public health piptes, scientific evidence and human
rights based approach, supported by efforts ofegowents, civil society and other



important stakeholders, have contributed positivelymany regions and countries to
protection of sexual and reproductive rightsindsgral part of human rights of both
children and adults

The Committee is also fully aware of challenges abstacles in the field of sexual and
reproductive rights which remains the most sensitand controversial issue in
international human rights law. Some of these ehgiks and controversies are even
more visible when issues of sexuality and repradedealth are related to children and
adolescents. The Committee has raised concernits @oncluding Observations in the
cases of policy shifts that restrict, for exampies scope of sexual and health education
for adolescents or deny access for adolescentaficdential services. Such policy shifts
have been usually a deliberate expression of aggwdl attitudes of the governments,
and not the effect of lack of resources. This rexngi difference in attitudes to how to
promote and protect in the best way the rightshiificen and adolescents, is indicating
about the need for further search of consensusrocialy important human rights
principles and effective measures of their impletagon. The initiative of the CESCR
to draft and adopt the General Comment on the tmgiksexual and reproductive health,
which is supported by the CRC, could be an immbrséep in this direction.



