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RECOMVENDATI ON ADOPTED BY THE COWM TTEE ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD

Children in arned conflicts

The Committee on the Rights of the Child,

Recalling that at its second session, in 1992, the Comrittee devoted one
day to a general discussion on the topic “Children in armed conflict” at which
the rel evance and adequacy of existing standards were di scussed,

Noting the simlarity of the conclusions on the negative effects of
armed conflict on children reached by the expert of the Secretary-General in
her 1996 study entitled “The inpact of armed conflict on children” (A/51/306
and Add. 1) and by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the
i npact of armed conflict on children

Recalling that at its third session it prepared a prelimnary draft
optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(E/ CN. 4/ 1994/ 91, annex), which it submitted to the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts
at its fiftieth session,

Havi ng wel conmed t he subsequent decision of the Comm ssion on Human
Ri ghts, as contained in its resolution 1994/91, to establish an open-ended
i nter-sessional working group to el aborate, as a matter of priority, a draft
optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the
i nvol venent of children in armed conflict,

Noting that the working group has net yearly since 1995 and that it was
unable at its fourth session, held in February 1998, to reach agreenent on the
draft text which could be adopted by consensus,

Wel comi ng Comm ssion resolution 1998/ 76 and the request to the
Secretary-Ceneral to invite the Conmittee, inter alia, to submt coments and
suggestions on the report of the working group

Reiterating its growing alarm upon its exam nation of a |arge nunmber of
reports of States parties on their inplenentation of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, at the deeply tragi c consequences of the involvenment of
children in arnmed conflict,

1. Expresses its concern at the del ays experienced in the process of
drafting and adopting the optional protocol to the Convention on the Ri ghts of
the Child on the involvement of children in arnmed conflict;

2. Recalls that the function of optional protocols is to pronote the
progressive devel opment of international |aw by enabling those States that are
willing to adopt nore demandi ng standards to do so;

3. Reaffirms its belief that this new legal instrunent is urgently

needed in order to strengthen the |evels of protection ensured by the
Conventi on;
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4, Stresses the special responsibility of States parties to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child in the search for the npbst protective
sol utions, guided by the best interests of the child;

5. Recalls its mmjor recomrendati on on the fundanmental inportance of
rai sing the age of all forns of recruitnent of children into the arned forces
to 18 years and the prohibition of their involvenent in hostilities;

6. Also recalls that adoption of the optional protocol will provide
an opportunity for States parties that are in a position to do so, and them
al one, to accept its provisions by ratification or adherence;

7. Expresses the hope that States that are not yet in a position to
accept the eighteen-year age limt will not prevent the adoption of the
optional protocol by other CGovernnent;

8. Invites States parties to make every effort to facilitate the
adoption of the optional protocol on the involvenent of children in arned
conflict before the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child.
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. ORGAN ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS
A. States parties to the Convention
1. As at 9 October 1998, the closing date of the nineteenth session of the

Committee on the Rights of the Child, there were 191 States parties to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention was adopted by the
Ceneral Assenmbly in resolution 44/25 of 20 Novenber 1989 and opened for
signature and ratification or accession in New York on 26 January 1990. It
entered into force on 2 Septenber 1990, in accordance with the provisions of
its article 49. A list of States that have signed, ratified or acceded to the
Convention is contained in annex | to the present report.

2. The texts of the declarations, reservations or objections nmade by
States parties with respect to the Convention are reproduced i n docunent
CRC/ U 2/ Rev. 7.

B. Opening and duration of the session

3. The Conmittee on the Rights of the Child held its nineteenth session at
the United Nations O fice in Geneva from21 Septenmber to 9 Cctober 1998. The
Committee held 28 neetings (478th to 505th). An account of the Comrittee's
deliberations at its nineteenth session is contained in the rel evant sumary
records (CRC/ C/ SR 478-490, 493-495, 497-498, 450 and 454).

C. Menbership and attendance

4, Al the nenbers of the Committee attended the nineteenth session. A
list of the nmenbers, together with an indication of the duration of their
terms of office, is provided in annex Il to the present report.

M. Francesco Paolo Fulci and Ms. Marilia Sardenberg were not able to attend
the session in its entirety.

5. The followi ng United Nations bodies were represented at the session
United Nations Children's Fund, O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Comr ssioner
for Refugees.

6. The foll owi ng specialized agencies were al so represented at the session
I nternational Labour Organization, UNAIDS, World Health Organization

7. Representatives of the follow ng non-governnental organizations were
al so in attendance at the session

CGeneral consultative status

I nternati onal Council of Wnmen, International Mvenent ATD Fourth Worl d,
Zonta I nternational.
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Special consultative status

Coalition against Trafficking in Wnen, Defence for Children
International, International Federation of Social Wrkers, International
Conf ederation of Free Trade Unions, International Federation of Winen in
Legal Careers, International Federation Terre des Hommes, |nternational
Service from Human Rights, Wrld Federation of Methodi st and Uniting
Church Wonen, World Organi zati on Agai nst Torture.

O hers
Federation for the Protection of Children's Human Rights, |nternational

Baby Food Action Network, NGO G oup for the Convention on the Rights of
the Child, NGO Working Group on Nutrition.

D. Adgenda
8. At its 478th neeting, on 21 Septenber 1998, the Conmittee adopted the
foll owi ng provisional agenda.
1. Adoption of the agenda.
2. Organi zati onal and other matters.
3. Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with

article 44 of the Convention.

4, Consi deration of reports of States parties.
5. General discussion on “Children living in a world with H V/ Al DS”.
6. Cooperation with other United Nations bodi es, specialized agencies

and ot her conpetent bodies.

7. Met hods of work of the Conmmttee.
8. Future neetings of the Commttee.
9. O her matters.

E. Pre-sessional working group

9. In accordance with a decision of the Commttee at its first session, a
pre-sessional working group net in Geneva from8 to 12 June 1998. All the
menbers, except M. Francesco Paolo Fulci, Ms. Esther Margaret

Queeni e Mokhuane and M. Ghassan Sal i m Rabah, participated in the working
group. Representatives of the United Nations Children's Fund, the Ofice of
the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees, the International Labour
Organi zation, and the Wrld Health Organi zation also participated in the
meeti ngs of the working group. A representative of the NGO Group for the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, as well as representatives from various
nati onal and international non-governmental organizations, attended the
pre-sessi onal working group.
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10. The purpose of the pre-sessional working group is to facilitate the
Committee's work under articles 44 and 45 of the Convention, primarily by
reviewing State party reports and identifying in advance the main questions
that woul d need to be discussed with the representatives of the reporting
States. It also provides an opportunity to consider questions relating to
techni cal assistance and international cooperation

11. Menmbers of the Conmittee elected Ms. Nafsiah Mioi to chair that the
pre-sessional working group. The latter held nine neetings, at which it

exam ned lists of issues put before it by menbers of the Commttee relating to
the initial reports of four countries: Austria, Barbados, Belize and Kuwait,
and the second periodic reports of two countries: Bolivia and Sweden. The
lists of issues were transnitted to the Permanent M ssions of the States
concerned with a note requesting witten answers to the issues raised in the
list, if possible before 2 Septenber 1998.

F. Ogganization of work

12. The Committee considered the organization of work at its 478th neeting,

on 30 Septenmber 1998. The Committee had before it the draft programe of work
for the eighteenth session, prepared by the Secretary-General in consultation

with the Chairperson of the Committee, and the report of the Conmittee on its

ei ghteenth session (CRC/ C/ 79).

G Future regqular neetings

13. The Committee noted that its twentieth session would take place
from1ll to 29 January 1999 and its pre-sessional working group would neet
froml to 5 February 1999

1. REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF THE CONVENTI ON

A. Subni ssion of reports

14. The Committee had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Notes by the Secretary-General on initial reports by
States parties due in 1992 (CRC/C/3), 1993 (CRC/ C/ 8/ Rev.3), 1994
(CRC/ C/ 11/ Rev. 3), 1995 (CRC/C/ 28), 1996 (CRC/C/41), 1997 (CRC/ C/51),
1998 (CRC/C/61) and 1999 (CRC/C/78); and on periodic reports of
States parties due in 1997 (CRC/ C/65) and 1998 (CRC/ C/ 70);

(b) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the States parties to the
Convention and the status of subm ssion of reports (CRC/C/77);

(c) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the followup to the
consideration of initial reports by States parties to the Convention
(CRC/ C/ 27/ Rev. 10) ;

(d) Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral on areas in which the need for
techni cal advice and advi sory services has been identified in the |ight of the
observations adopted by the Conmittee (CRC/ C/ 40/ Rev. 10).



CRC/ C/ 80
page 8

15. The Committee was infornmed that, in addition to the five reports that
were schedul ed for consideration by the Committee at its current session

(see paragraph 18 below) and those which had been received prior to the
Committee's eighteenth session (see CRC/C/ 79, para. 17), the Secretary-Cenera
had received the initial reports of Lesotho (CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 20), and

Li t huani a (CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 21), and the second periodic reports of Col onbia
(CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 5), Denmark (CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 6), Egypt (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add.9), Finland
(CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 30), Jordan (CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 4) and Norway (CRC/ C/ 70/ Add.2). The
status of submi ssion of reports by States parties under article 44 of the
Convention is given in annex I1I1.

16. Alist of initial reports considered by the Conmittee as

of 21 Septenmber 1998, as well as a provisional list of initial and second
periodic reports scheduled for consideration at the Cormittee's twentieth and
twenty-first sessions, are contained in annexes IV and V respectively.

17. As at 21 Septenmber 1998, the Committee had received 126 initia
and 15 periodic reports. A total of 88 reports have been exam ned by the
Conmittee.

B. Consideration of reports

18. At its nineteenth session, the Conmittee exam ned initial reports
submtted by five States parties under article 44 of the Convention. It
devoted 15 of its 28 nmeetings to the consideration of reports (see

CRC/ C/ SR. 479- 490, 493-495).

19. The followi ng reports, listed in the order in which they were received
by the Secretary-General, were before the Commttee at its nineteenth session
Ecuador (CRC/ C/3/Add.44), Iraq (CRC/C/ 41/ Add. 3), Bolivia (CRC/ C/65/Add. 1),
Thai l and (CRC/ ¢/ 11/ Add. 13) and Kuwait (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 35).

20. By a letter dated 28 August 1998, the State Secretary for Socia

Security of Sweden requested that the consideration of the second periodic
report of Sweden (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 3), which had been schedul ed for the nineteenth
sessi on, be postponed, on account of the Swedi sh general elections in
Septenber. The Committee agreed to postpone the consideration of that report
until its next session.

21. In accordance with rule 68 of the provisional rules of procedure of the
Committee, representatives of all the reporting States were invited to attend
the neetings of the Committee at which their reports were exam ned.

22. The foll owi ng sections, arranged on a country-by-country basis according
to the sequence followed by the Cormittee in its consideration of the reports,
contai n concl udi ng observations reflecting the main points of discussion and

i ndi cati ng, where necessary, issues that require specific follow up

23. More detailed information is contained in the report submtted by the
States parties and in the sunmary records of the relevant neetings of the
Conmi ttee.
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Concl udi ng observations of the Comrittee on the
Ri ghts of the Child: Ecuador

24, The Committee considered the initial report of Ecuador (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 44)
at its 479th to 481st neetings (see CRC/C/ SR 479-481), held on 22
and 23 Septenber 1998, and adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observations.

A. | nt roduction

25. The Committee wel conmes the subm ssion of the initial report of the State
party. Though the report was constructive and conprehensive, the Commttee
regrets that it did not strictly follow the guidelines. The Conmittee al so
takes note of the witten replies to the Ilist of issues (CRC/C/ QECU 1) and
the additional information provided to it in the course of the dial ogue,

whi ch enabled it to assess the situation of the rights of the child in the
State party. The Committee wel conmes the frank, self-critical and cooperative
tone of the dialogue the State party's del egati on undertook with the
Committee. However, it regrets the absence of a delegation fromthe capital
directly involved in the inplenentation of the Convention in the State party.

B. Positive aspects

26. The Committee wel conmes the recent adoption by the State party of a
Nati onal Plan for Human Rights (March 1998) and wel cones the expanded
provi sions for the protection of human rights, including the pronotion and
protection of the rights of the child.

27. The Committee notes with appreciation the enactnment of the new
Constitution (August 1998), which includes provisions for the promotion and
protection of human rights, including the rights of the child.

28. The Committee wel conmes the neasures taken by the State party to include
t he teaching of the Convention in the school curricula and for the
establishnment of bilingual education programres for indigenous children

29. The Committee notes with appreciation the establishment of the “Alcal des
Def ensores de | os Nifios” programme (City Mayors for the Defence of Children).

30. The Conmittee wel cones the inplenentation of international cooperation
programmes to facilitate the full inplenmentation of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, especially in the field of human rights training.
Additionally, it welcomes the willingness of the State party to engage in

further technical cooperation in the field of the right to devel opnent.

31. The Committee al so wel comes the accession (1995) of the State party to
The Hague Convention of 1993 on the Protection of Children and cooperation in
Respect of Intercoutnry Adoption and to ILO Convention No. 169 concerning

I ndi genous and Tri bal Peopl es.

* At the 505th neeting, held on 9 Cctober 1998.
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C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
inplementation of the Convention
32. The Committee notes that natural disasters, in particular the

cli mat ol ogi cal phenonenon known as “El N fio”, have had a negative inpact on
t he nost vul nerabl e sectors of the popul ation, including children, especially
owi ng to the damage caused in the agriculture sector and to infrastructure.

33. The Committee al so notes the negative inpact on children of economc
factors such as structural adjustnent and external debt.

34. The Committee notes that w despread poverty, |ongstandi ng soci o-economc
di sparities and uneven |land distribution within the State party affect the
nmost vul nerabl e groups, including children, and hanmper the enjoynent of the
rights of the child in the State party.

D. Principal subjects of concern
and Committee recommendati ons

35. VWile the Commttee notes the enactnment of the Children's Code (1992)
and of the recent constitutional reform it remains concerned that disparities
still exist between the principles and provisions of the Convention and
donmestic legislation. The Commttee recomrends that the State party take al
appropriate neasures to facilitate the process of full harnonization of
domestic legislation with the principles and provisions of the Convention
especially taking into account the holistic nature of this treaty.

36. The Committee expresses its concern at the |ack of adequate coordi nation
bet ween various governnmental entities dealing with children's issues, both at
the national and local levels. The Committee recomrends that the State party
take further steps to reinforce, within the framework of the National Plan for
Human Ri ghts, the existing coordinating nechanisns (for exanple, the Nationa
Commi ssion for Children (CONAME)), including at the municipal |evel, in order
to strengthen coordinati on between the various governmental bodies involved in
children's rights. Geater efforts should be nade to ensure closer
cooperation wi th non-governnmental organizations working in the field of human
rights, in particular the rights of the child.

37. The Committee is concerned about the absence of an adequate, systematic,
conpr ehensi ve and di saggregated data col |l ecti on mechanismfor all areas
covered by the Convention, especially addressing the nost vul nerabl e groups of
children, including children born out of wedl ock, children belonging to

i ndi genous groups, Afro-Ecuadorean children, children living in institutiona
care, children living and/or working on the streets, girl children and
children living in rural areas. It recommends that the State party develop a
conprehensi ve system for collecting disaggregated data, in order to gather al
necessary information on the situation of children in the various areas
covered by the Convention, including children belonging to vul nerable groups,
as a basis for assessing progress achieved in the realization of children's
rights and to help design policies for better inplenmentation of the provisions
of the Convention. The Conmittee encourages the State party to consider
seeking international cooperation to this effect from inter alia, UNI CEF
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38. The Committee expresses its concern regarding recent budget cuts which
have had a negative inpact on the provision of social progranmes, especially
those relating to children. The Conmittee encourages the State party to pay
particular attention to the full inplenentation of article 4 of the Convention
and to ensure the appropriate distribution of resources at the | ocal and
central levels. Budgetary allocations for the inplenmentation of econom c,
social and cultural rights should be ensured to the nmaxi num extent of

avail abl e resources and, where needed, within the framework of internationa
cooperation, as well as in the light of the principles of non-discrimnation
and the best interests of the child (arts. 2 and 3 of the Convention). The
Committee al so recommends that the State party take all avail abl e neasures for
the full inplenentation and systematic nonitoring of the National Plan of
Action for Children.

39. VWil e recognizing the efforts of the State party to dissemnate the
Convention and to train professionals working for and with children on the
provi sions and principles of the Convention, as well as to translate the
Convention into the Quechua and Shuar |anguages, the Committee is of the view
t hat these neasures need to be reinforced. The Comittee al so remains
concerned at the | ack of adequate and systematic training for professiona
groups working with and for children. It encourages the State party to
strengthen its efforts to dissem nate the principles and provisions of the
Convention as a nmeasure to sensitize society about children's rights.
Furthernore, training on the Convention should be conducted for professiona
groups, such as judges, |awers, |aw enforcement and arny officials, civi
servants, teachers, personnel working in institutions and places of detention
for children, health personnel, including psychol ogists, and social workers.
Di ssem nation of the provisions and principles of the Convention to

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, the mass nedia and the public at |arge

i ncluding children thensel ves shoul d be enhanced.

40. Wth regard to the inplenmentation of article 1 and related articles of

t he Convention regarding the definition of the child, the Cormittee is
concerned about the disparities existing in domestic |egislation. The
Conmittee is also concerned at the use of the biological criterion of puberty
to set different ages of maturity for boys and girls. This practice is
contrary to the principles and provisions of the Convention and constitutes a
form of gender-based discrimnation which affects the enjoyment of all rights.
The Committee reconmends that the State party review its domestic |egislation
to ensure full conformty with the principles and provisions of the
Conventi on.

41. Wi | e acknow edgi ng the nmeasures taken by the State party, the Conmttee
is still concerned at the predom nance of discrimnation on the basis of
ethnic origin, gender, social status and disabilities. The Conmittee
expresses its concern at the increasing disparities between rural and urban
areas, as well as at the growi ng nunber of the population living in urban poor
and margi nalized areas. In the light of the general principle of

non-di scrimnation (art. 2 of the Convention), the Committee reconmends t hat
the State party continue taking all available nmeasures to reduce econonm ¢ and
soci al disparities, including those between rural and urban areas. Measures
to prevent discrimnation against the nost di sadvantaged groups of children

i ncluding children belonging to indigenous comunities, Afro-Ecuadorean
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children, girl children, children with disabilities, children born out of
wedl ock, children in institutional care, and children living and/ or working on
the streets should be reinforced.

42. The Committee is concerned that the general principles of the best
interests of the child (art. 3) and respect for the views of the child

(art. 12) are not fully applied and duly integrated into the policies and
programmes of the State party. The Conmittee recommends that further efforts
be made to ensure that domestic |laws take fully into account the principles of
the best interests of the child and respect for the views of the child, and
his or her right to participate in the famly, at school, in other
institutions and in society in general. These principles should also be
reflected in all policies, admnistrative decisions and programes relating to
chi | dren.

43. While the Committee takes note of the neasures taken by the State party
in the area of birth registration, it remains concerned at the | ack of

awar eness and understandi ng on registration procedures, especially in rura
areas. In the light of article 7 of the Convention, the Comm ttee recomends
that the State party continue with its efforts to ensure the registration of
all children imediately after birth. Furthernore, the Conm ttee encourages
the State party to ensure, in cooperation with non-governmental organizations
and with the support of intergovernnental organizations, that birth

regi stration procedures are w dely known and understood by the popul ati on at

| ar ge.

44, The Committee is deeply concerned at the information provided in the
State party's report that “child abuse is a culturally accepted and justified
practice”. In this regard, it expresses its concern at the insufficient

awar eness regardi ng the harnful consequences of ill-treatnment and abuse,

i ncludi ng sexual abuse, both within and outside the famly. Concern is also
expressed at the insufficient resources, both financial and human, as well as
at the lack of adequately trained personnel to prevent and combat such abuse.
The insufficiency of rehabilitation measures and facilities for such children
and their Iimted access to justice are also matters of concern. |In the |ight
of, inter alia, articles 19 and 39 of the Convention, the Conmm ttee reconmends
that the State party take all appropriate steps, including setting up socia
programes and introducing rehabilitation neasures to prevent and conbat child
abuse and ill-treatnment of children within the fanmily, at school and in
society at large. It suggests that |aw enforcenment should be strengthened
with respect to such crinmes and that adequate procedures and nechanisns to
deal with conplaints of child abuse shoul d be devel oped. Furthernore,

educati onal programres shoul d be established to conbat traditional attitudes
within society regarding this issue. The Committee encourages the State party
to consider seeking international cooperation to this effect from inter alia,
UNI CEF and international non-governmental organizations.

45, VWhile the Committee notes the State party's efforts to reduce the infant
nmortality rate and the under-five nortality rate, it is still concerned about
the preval ence of malnutrition, high rates of maternal nortality and the
limted access to health services in renote rural areas. |t suggests that the
State party allocate appropriate resources and consi der seeking technica

assi stance, when needed, to reinforce its efforts to nake basic health-care
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accessible to all children. |In particular, concerted efforts are required to
conmbat mal nutrition and ensure the adoption and inplenmentati on of a nationa
nutritional policy for children. International cooperation for the
establ i shnment of programmes such as the WHO UNI CEF “I ntegrated Managenent of
Chi | dhood Il 1l ness” is reconmended. 1In addition, the Commttee recomends t hat
breastfeeding be promoted in all health facilities and anong the public at

| ar ge.

46. Wth regard to adol escent health, the Committee is particularly
concerned at the high and increasing rate of teenage pregnancy, the incidence
of suicides by girls and insufficient access by teenagers to reproductive

heal th education and counselling services, including outside of schools. The
Committee is al so concerned at the increasing rate of substance abuse. It
suggests that a conprehensive and multidisciplinary study be undertaken on
adol escent health problens as a basis for pronoting adol escent health policies
and strengthening reproductive health education and counselling services. The
Conmittee al so recomends that further efforts be undertaken to devel op
child-friendly counselling services, as well as care and rehabilitation
facilities for adol escents. Measures to prevent and conmbat substance abuse
among adol escents shoul d be strengthened.

47. The Committee expresses its concern at the high incidence of
environnental threats, including to the health of children, in particular in
oil exploitation areas of the Amazonia region. |In the light of article 24 (c)

of the Convention, the Cormittee recomrends that the State party take al
appropriate nmeasures, including seeking international cooperation, to prevent
and conbat the damaging effects of environmental degradation, including

pol lution, on children.

48. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 27 of the Convention, the
Committee is concerned about the wi despread poverty and deteriorating |iving
conditions affecting the majority of the population in the State party. It
recommends that the State party take conprehensi ve neasures to establish
poverty alleviation programres with special enphasis on the access to health-
care and education of children, in particular the nost vul nerable groups of
chi |l dren.

49. Al t hough the Comrittee is aware of the State party's achievements in the
field of education, it remains concerned at the high drop-out rate between
primary and secondary school and the high repetition rate at both |evels, at
the gender disparities in secondary school enrolnment and at disparities in
access to education between rural and urban areas. It reconmends that the
State party strengthen its educational policies and systemin order to reduce
gender and geographi cal disparities and to establish retention programes and
vocational training for drop-out students.

50. Though the Cormittee is aware that the reform of the primary education
curricula has included nmeasures to fulfil the rights of the child to leisure
and recreational and cultural activities, it remains concerned about the

i nsufficiency of these neasures, in particular for children living in

ur ban-poor and rural areas. |In the light of article 31 of the Convention, the
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Committee recomrends that the State party strengthen its measures to inprove
children's access to leisure and to recreational and cultural activities,
especially for the nmost vul nerabl e groups of children

51. VWhile the Committee acknowl edges the State party's policies for the
protection of refugees, it remains concerned at the |ack of specific
provisions in its donestic |egislation concerning the rights of asylum seeking
and refugee children and the right to famly reunification. |In the Iight of
article 22 of the Convention, the Conmttee recomends that the State party
undert ake appropriate nmeasures to adopt legislation to protect all the rights
of asylum seeking and refugee children. Technical assistance fromthe Ofice
of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR) coul d be
requested in this regard.

52. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient nmeasures addressing the
i ssues of child |Iabour and econom c exploitation, including donmestic |abour
and sexual exploitation of children. 1In this regard, the |lack of data and

research is also a matter of concern to the Commttee. The Conmittee is
further concerned at the increasing nunber of children |iving and/or working
on the streets, who require special attention because of the risks they are
exposed to. The Committee recomends that the State party give specific
attention to undertaking research on and nonitoring the situation of children
living and/or working on the streets and those involved in hazardous | abour

i ncludi ng donestic service and prostitution. The Conmittee al so recomends
that the State party devel op national policies on the prevention and the
elimnation of the nost hazardous forns of child [abour. The Committee
suggests that the State party consi der seeking technical assistance fromlILO
in this area. In addition, the Conmttee encourages the State party to
consider ratifying ILO Convention No. 138 concerning mni num age for adm ssion
to enpl oynent.

53. While the Committee takes note of the State party's efforts to conbat
the trafficking and sale of children, it remains concerned about the |ack of
preventive neasures in this area. Concerning the trafficking of boys and
girls into neighbouring countries for work, including prostitution

the Commttee reconmends that measures be taken on an urgent basis, such as a
conpr ehensi ve progranmme of prevention, including an awareness-rai sing canpaign
and educational programes, in particular in the rural areas and for concerned
governnmental officials, and of rehabilitation of the victinms. Cooperation
wi t h nei ghbouring countries is strongly encouraged.

54, The Committee is concerned at the absence of data and of a conprehensive
study on the issue of sexual conmmercial exploitation of children. 1In the
light of article 34 and related articles of the Convention, the Commttee
recommends that the State party reinforce its legislative franework to protect
children fully fromall forms of sexual abuse or exploitation, including
within the famly. It also recomends that the State party engage in studies
with a view to designing and inplenmenting appropriate policies and neasures,

i ncluding care and rehabilitation, to prevent and combat this phenonenon. The
Conmittee recomends that the State party continue inplenenting the
recommendations fornulated in the Agenda for Action adopted at the 1996

St ockhol m Worl d Congress agai nst Comrerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children
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55. Wth regard to the juvenile justice systemin the State party, the
Committee is concerned about its full compatibility with articles 37, 40

and 39 of the Convention and with other rel evant standards such as the Beijing
Rul es, the Riyadh Guidelines and the United Nations Rules for the Protection
of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty. |In particular, the Comrmittee is
concerned that deprivation of liberty is not systematically used as a neasure
of last resort only, at the slow pace at which cases are processed, at the

i nsufficient provision of legal aid for children and at the situation of

chil dren under seven years of age living in prisons with their parents. It
recommends that the State party envi sage undertaking further neasures to
ensure the full conpatibility of the juvenile justice systemw th the
Convention, especially articles 37, 40 and 39 and ot her rel evant

United Nations standards. Particular attention should be paid to ensuring
that the deprivation of liberty is only used as a neasure of l|ast resort, that
chil dren have access to legal aid and that alternative care (for exanple, in
foster fam lies) should be provided for children Iliving in prisons with one of
their parents. Training programmes on the relevant international standards
shoul d be conducted for all professionals involved with the juvenile justice
system In this regard, the Conmttee further suggests that the State party
consi der seeking technical assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the
United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, the Centre for
International Crine Prevention, the International Network on Juvenile Justice
and UNI CEF t hrough the Coordination Panel on Juvenile Justice.

56. The Conmittee recommends that additional information, taking into
account the concerns expressed during the dialogue held with the State party,
be prepared and subnmitted to the Cormittee by April 1999.

57. Lastly, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Conmittee recomends that the initial report and witten replies submtted by
the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge and that

consi deration be given to publishing the report, along with the rel evant
summary records and the concludi ng observati ons adopted by the Committee.
Such a docunment should be widely distributed in order to generate debate on
and awareness of the Convention, its inplenmentation and nonitoring within the
Government and the Parlianent and anong the general public, including

concer ned non-governnental organizations.

Concl udi ng observations of the Commttee on
the Rights of the Child: I rag

58. The Committee considered the initial report of Iraq (CRC/ C 41/ Add. 3) at
its 482nd to 484th neetings (CRC/ C/ SR 482-484), held on 23 and
24 Septenber 1998, and adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observati ons.

A. | nt roduction

59. The Conmittee wel cones the subm ssion of the State party's initial report
and the witten replies to its list of issues (CRCCQIRAQ1). It
neverthel ess regrets that the report did not follow the guidelines established

* At the 505th neeting, held on 9 Cctober 1998.



CRC/ C/ 80
page 16

by the Committee. The Committee notes the constructive dialogue it had with
the del egation of the State party and the replies it received fromthe
del egation during the discussion

B. Positive aspects

60. The Committee takes note of the fact that the Convention is
sel f-executing within the State party and that its provisions may be invoked
bef ore the courts.

61. The Committee takes note of the devel opnent of a National Plan of Action
for Children and wel comes the programe for reproductive health inplenented by
the Association for Fam |y Planning and the Mnistry of Health, as well as the
Mot her and Child Unit established within the Central Statistical Ofice. The
Committee al so wel cones the introduction of compul sory education and the

devel opnent of a programme to conmbat illiteracy within the State party.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

62. In the light of General Comment No. 8 adopted by the Committee on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights (1997) and Decision 1998/ 114 of the

Sub- Commi ssi on on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,
the Committee notes that the enmbargo i nposed by the Security Council has
adversely affected the econony and many aspects of daily life, thereby

i npeding the full enjoynent by the State party’s population, particularly
children, of their rights to survival, health and education. The Committee
al so notes that the northern territory is currently not adm nistered by the
State party authorities; consequently, the lack of information relevant to the
i mpl enentati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in that area is a
matter of concern to the Commttee.

D. Subjects of concern and Conmmttee recomendati ons

63. The Conmittee notes with concern the reservation to article 14.1 nmade by
the State party upon ratification of the Convention. |In the light of the

Vi enna Decl arati on and Progranme of Action (1993), the Comrittee encourages
the State party to consider the possibility of reviewing the reservation with
aviewto its w thdrawal

64. While the Commttee notes that the State party has devel oped a
substantive legislative franework, it is still concerned that the provisions
and principles of the Convention are not fully reflected in law. The
Committee recomrends that the State party take all appropriate nmeasures to
engage, where necessary, in a process of law reform for exanple, by enacting
a children's code to ensure full conpliance with the Convention

65. The Committee is concerned at the need to strengthen |aw enforcenment in
all areas covered by the Convention. It suggests that the State party

consi der the introduction of a nunmber of policies and programres that
guarantee | aw enforcenment and i nplenmentation of the existing |egislation

t hrough adequate services, renedies and rehabilitation progranmres, when
appropriate within the framework of international cooperation
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66. VWhile the Committee notes that the Child Welfare Authority, the
institution responsible for the inplenmentation of the Convention, enjoys
support at the highest official level and is located in the office of the
President, it remains concerned at its limted powers. The Comittee
recommends that the State party seek to strengthen the Child Welfare Authority
by increasing its budgetary allocations, as well as its power and authority to
i mpl enent the Conventi on.

67. Wth regard to coordi nati on of programes and policies, the Commttee is
concerned at the insufficient coordinati on between the different bodi es and
agencies working with and for children. The Conmmittee reconmends that further
steps be taken by the State party to strengthen coordi nati on between the
various government bodies involved in children's rights at both the nationa
and local levels and that greater efforts be nade to ensure cl oser cooperation
wi th non-governnmental organizations working in the field of children's rights.

68. The Committee expresses concern at the absence of an independent
mechani smto regi ster and address conplaints fromchildren concerning
violations of their rights under the Convention. The Conm ttee reconmends
that an i ndependent nechani sm be nade accessible to children to deal with
conplaints of violations of their rights and to provide renedies for such
vi ol ati ons.

69. While the Committee notes the establishment and expansi on of the Mt her
and Child Unit within the Central Statistical Ofice, it is still concerned
that no adequate neasures have been taken for the devel opment of indicators
and the systematic collection of disaggregated quantitative and qualitative
data on the areas covered by the Convention in relation to all groups of
children in order to nmonitor and eval uate progress achi eved and assess the

i npact of policies adopted with respect to children. The Conmittee recomends
that the system of data collection be reviewed with a view to incorporating
all the areas covered by the Convention. Such a system should include al
children, with specific enphasis on vul nerabl e ones, including those who are
victinms of abuse or ill-treatnent, child workers, children involved with the
adm ni stration of juvenile justice, the girl child, children of single-parent
fam lies and children born out of wedl ock, abandoned and/or institutionalized
children, and children with disabilities. The Conmittee recommends that the
State party consi der seeking technical assistance from inter alia, UNICEF in
the devel opment of such a data collection system

70. In the light of article 4 of the Convention, the Commttee is concerned
that insufficient attention has been paid to allocating budgetary resources in
favour of children “to the maxi num extent ... available ... and, where needed,
within the framework of international cooperation”. It recommends the State

party to prioritize budgetary allocation to ensure the protection of the
econom ¢, social and cultural rights of children, especially taking into
account articles 2, 3 and 4 of the Convention. |In this regard, the Conmittee
al so recommends that the State party seek to elimnate the disparities between
urban and rural areas and between provinces.

71. The Committee notes that professional groups, children and the public at
| arge are not sufficiently aware of the Convention and its principles. The
Committee recomrends that greater efforts be nade to ensure that the
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principles and provisions of the Convention are w dely known and understood by
adults and children alike. 1In this regard, it is recommended that efforts be
made to translate the Convention into all mnority | anguages. The Committee
al so recommends that systematic training and retraining progranmes on the
rights of the child, as well as in the areas of international human rights and
humani tarian | aw, be organi zed for professional groups working with and for
children, such as judges, |awers, |aw enforcement personnel, mlitary

of ficers and personnel, teachers, school adm nistrators, health personnel

i ncl udi ng psychol ogi sts, social workers, central or l[ocal adm nistration

of ficials and personnel of child-care institutions. Systematic dissem nation
of the principles and provisions of the Convention to non-governnenta

organi zations, the mass nedia and the public at |arge, including children

t hemsel ves, shoul d be enhanced. The Conmmittee suggests that the State party

i ncorporate the Convention in school and university curricula. In this
regard, the Cormittee al so suggests that the State party consi der seeking
techni cal assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts, the International Commttee of the Red Cross and UN CEF

72. In the light of the provisions and principles of the Convention
especially the principles of the best interests of the child (art. 3) and the
right to life, survival and devel opment (art. 6), the Commttee is deeply
concerned at the early legal mnimmage of voluntary enlistnent into the
armed forces. It recomends that the State party raise the |egal m ninum age
of voluntary enlistrment into the armed forces in the light of internationa
human rights and humanitarian | aw.

73. The Committee wishes to express its concern that the State party does
not appear to have fully taken into account the provisions of the Convention
especially its general principles, as reflected inits articles 2
(non-discrimnation), 3 (best interests of the child), 6 (right to life,

survi val and devel opnent) and 12 (respect for the views of the child), inits
| egislation, its adm nistrative and judicial decisions, or in its policies and
programmes relevant to children. It is the Commttee's view that further
efforts nmust be undertaken to ensure that the general principles of the
Convention gui de policy discussions and deci sion-nmaking, and are appropriately
reflected in any legal revision and in judicial and adm nistrative deci sions,
as well as in the devel opnent and inplementation of all projects and
programes whi ch have an inpact on children

74. The Committee is concerned that the welfare policies and practices
prevailing in the State party do not adequately reflect the rights-based
approach enshrined in the Convention. 1In this regard, the Commttee al so

notes that the principle of non-discrimnation (art. 2) is reflected in the
Constitution and in other donestic |legislation. However it is concerned that
donmestic | egislation does not explicitly prohibit discrimnation on the basis
of national or ethnic origin, political or other opinion, and disability.
Though Iraqgi |egislation prohibits discrimnation on the basis of sex, the
Conmittee is concerned that in practice there are still disparities between
boys and girls, particularly with respect to inheritance rights and the right
to education. The Commttee encourages the State party to take al
appropriate neasures, including |egislative measures, to ensure

non-di scrimnation at all |levels of society and to encourage equality between
boys and girls. 1In this regard, the Commttee further reconmends that
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addi ti onal nmeasures be taken to ensure the school enrolnment of girls,
especially in rural areas, and to reduce their drop-out rate, particularly
during the conpul sory education period.

75. The Committee expresses concern regarding the participatory rights of
children. The Commttee urges the State party to encourage children to take
an active role in the pronotion and inplenentation of the Convention. The
Commi ttee suggests that non-governmental organizations, such as the Nationa
Federation of Iraqgi Students and Youth, be given a nore significant role in
pronoti ng the Convention

76. The Committee is further concerned that in the Iight of the State
party’s legislation regarding citizenship, nationality may only be obtai ned by
a child fromhis/her Iraqi father, except in cases where the father is unknown
or stateless. The Committee recomrends that donestic |egislation be anended
to guarantee that the acquisition of Iraqgi nationality is determned in the
light of the provisions and principles of the Convention, especially

articles 2, 3 and 7.

77. In the light of article 19 of the Convention, the Conmittee expresses
its concern that corporal punishnent is not expressly prohibited in donestic
| egislation. The Commttee recomends that the State party take al
appropriate nmeasures, including of a legislative nature, with the ai m of

prohi biting corporal punishment at all levels of society. The Conmittee al so
suggests that awareness-rai si ng canpai gns be conducted to ensure that
alternative forms of discipline are admnistered in a manner consistent with
the child' s human dignity and in conformty with the Convention, especially
article 28. 2.

78. The Conmittee is concerned at the insufficient awareness of, |ack of

i nformati on on and societal attitude toward ill-treatnent and abuse, including
sexual abuse, both within and outside the famly, the insufficient |ega
protecti on neasures and appropriate resources, both financial and human, as
well as the lack of adequately trained personnel to prevent and combat such
abuse. In the light of article 19 of the Convention, the Comrittee reconmends
that the State party undertake studies on ill-treatnment and abuse, including
sexual abuse, and adopt adequate neasures and policies, with a viewto,

inter alia, changing traditional attitudes. It also reconmends that cases of
abuse and ill-treatnment of children, including sexual abuse within the famly,
be properly investigated, sanctions applied to perpetrators and publicity
given to decisions taken in such cases, due regard being given to protecting
the right to privacy of the child. Further nmeasures should be taken with a
view to ensuring the provision of support services to children in | ega
proceedi ngs, the physical and psychol ogical recovery and social reintegration
of the victinms of rape, abuse, neglect, ill-treatnent, violence or

expl oitation, in accordance with article 39 of the Convention, and the
prevention of crimnalization and stigmatization of victins.

79. The Conmittee notes with grave concern the deteriorating health
situation of children, particularly the high and increasing infant and child
nmortality rates and serious long-termmalnutrition, aggravated by poor
breastfeedi ng practices and common chil dhood di seases. The Committee
encourages the State party to devel op conmprehensive policies and programes to
pronote and i nprove breastfeeding practices, to prevent and combat
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mal nutrition, especially in vulnerable and di sadvantaged groups of children
and to consider technical assistance for the integrated managenent of

chil dhood ill nesses and other neasures for child health inprovenment from
inter alia, UNICEF and WHO

80. The Committee is particularly concerned over the absence of data on

adol escent health, including on teenage pregnancy, abortion, suicide, violence
and substance abuse. The Conmittee recommends that the State party pronote
adol escent health policies and the strengthening of reproductive health
education and counsel ling services. The Commttee further suggests that a
conprehensive and nul tidisciplinary study be undertaken on adol escent health
problems. The Conmittee al so recomrends that further efforts, both financia
and human, be undertaken to develop child-friendly, prevention, care and
rehabilitation facilities for adol escents.

81. The Committee expresses concern regarding the availability of facilities
and services for persons with disabilities, including children. 1In the |ight
of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with
Disabilities (CGeneral Assenbly resolution 48/ 96), the Commttee recomends
that the State party develop early identification progranmes to prevent
disabilities, inmplement alternatives to the institutionalization of children
with disabilities, envisage awareness-raising canpaigns to reduce

di scrimnation against children with disabilities, establish special education
programes for children with disabilities and encourage their inclusion in the
regul ar school system and society. The Conmittee further recommends that the
State party seek technical cooperation for the training of parents and

prof essional staff working with and for children with disabilities.

I nternational cooperation from inter alia, UNI CEF and WHO can be sought to
this effect.

82. In the light of the recent economc conditions in the State party, the
Conmittee is al so concerned at the nunber of children |eaving schoo
prematurely to engage in | abour, particularly girls. The Committee recomends
that all appropriate neasures be taken to provide equal access to education
encourage children, particularly girls, to stay in school and di scourage early
entry into the | abour force.

83. The Conmittee notes with concern that the economic exploitation of
children has increased dramatically in the past few years and that an

i ncreasi ng nunber of children are | eaving school, sonmetinmes at an early age,
to work to support thenmselves and their famlies. |In this regard, the
Committee is al so concerned about the existing gap between the age at which
compul sory education ends (12 years old) and the m nimum | egal age for access
to enployment (15 years old). The Conmittee recommends that research be
carried out on the situation with regard to child labour in the State party,
i ncluding the invol venent of children in hazardous work, to identify the
causes and the extent of the problem Legislation protecting children from
econonmi c exploitation should also cover the informal |abour sector. The
Committee further suggests that the State party consider raising the age at
whi ch conpul sory education ends to coincide with the m nimm |l egal age for
enpl oynent .
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84. The Committee notes with concern the situation of children living and/or
wor ki ng on the streets, particularly as it relates to econom c and sexua
exploitation. 1In this regard, the Comrittee encourages the State party to

i ncrease preventive neasures and its efforts to ensure the rehabilitation and
reintegration of these children

85. VWhile taking into consideration the efforts nade by the State party, the
Committee notes with concern the situation with respect to | andm nes, and the
threat they pose to the survival and devel opnment of children. The Conmittee
stresses the inportance of educating parents, children and the general public
about the dangers of |andm nes and of inplenenting rehabilitation progranmes
for victims of |landm nes. The Committee recommends that the State party
review the situation with respect to |landmnes within a framework of

i nternati onal cooperation, including fromUnited Nations agencies. The
Committee further suggests that the State party becone a party to the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer
of Anti-personnel M nes and of Their Destruction (1997).

86. The Committee is concerned at the situation with respect to the

adm nistration of juvenile justice and in particular its inconpatibility with
the Convention, as well as other relevant United Nations standards. The
Committee recomrends that the State party consider taking additional steps to
reformthe systemof juvenile justice in the spirit of the Convention, in
particular articles 37, 40 and 39, and of other United Nations standards in
this field, such as the United Nations Standard M nimum Rul es for the

Adm ni stration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules), the United Nations
Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the Ri yadh Guidelines)
and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their
Li berty. Particular attention should be paid to considering deprivation of
liberty only as a neasure of last resort and for the shortest possible period
of tinme, to the protection of the rights of children deprived of their
liberty, to due process of law and to the full independence and inpartiality
of the judiciary. Training progranmes on relevant international standards
shoul d be organi zed for professionals involved with the system of juvenile
justice. The Commttee suggests that the State party consider seeking
techni cal assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the United Nations High
Commi ssi oner for Human Rights, the Centre for International Crime Prevention
the International Network on Juvenile Justice and UNI CEF, through the

Coordi nati on Panel on Technical Advice and Assistance in Juvenile Justice.

87. Finally, the Conmttee recommends that, in the light of article 44,

par agraph 6, of the Convention, the initial report and witten replies
presented by the State party be nade widely available to the public at |arge
and that the publication of the report be considered, along with the rel evant
summary records and the present concludi ng observations of the Cormittee.
Such a docunment should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention and its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Government and the general public, including non-governmental organizations.
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Concl udi ng observations of the Conmittee on the
Rights of the Child: Bolivia
88. The Conmittee considered the second periodic report of Bolivia

(CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 1) at its 485th and 486th neetings (see CRC/ C/ SR 485-486), held
on 25 Septenber 1998, and adopted* the foll ow ng concludi ng observati ons.

A. | nt roduction

89. The Committee wel conmes the tinely submi ssion of the State party’ s second
periodic report and takes note of the witten answers to the |ist of issues
(CROCQ@BOL.2). The Comrittee is encouraged by the frank, self-critical and
constructive dialogue the State party's del egati on undertook with the
Committee. The Committee al so acknow edges that the presence of a del egation
directly involved in the inplenentation of the Convention enabled it to assess
better the situation of the rights of the child in the State party.

B. Foll ow up neasures undertaken and progress achi eved
by the State party

90. The Committee acknow edges the State party's commitment to the pronotion
and protection of human rights with the establishnent of a Vice-Mnistry for
Human Rights within the new structure of the Mnistry of Justice and Human
Rights. The Conmittee al so wel comes the establishment of the Ofice of the
Human Ri ghts Orbudsperson (Defensor del Puebl o) and the inclusion of
children’s rights within its mandate.

91. The Committee expresses its appreciation of the enactnment of the Popul ar
Participation Act (1994), which establishes the principle of equa

di stribution per inhabitant of the joint resources fromtaxation allocated and
transferred to regions, and seeks to correct the historical disparities
between urban and rural areas. This initiative reflects the Committee's
recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 1, para. 14). The Committee particularly

wel cones the establishment, as part of the decentralization programe, of the
muni ci pal defence system for children

92. The Committee notes with appreciation the participation of

non- gover nnental organi zations in the el aboration of the State party's second
periodic report and in anmending the Code of Mnors (1992), in line with a
recommendati on of the Committee (see CRC/ C/15/Add. 1, para. 18).

93. The Committee notes with appreciation the adoption of the Nationa

Mot her and Child I nsurance Schene (1996), under which public hospitals and
health centres provide free care for all nothers, during pregnancy, childbirth
and the post-natal period, and for all children up to five years of age.

* At the 505th neeting, held on 9 Cctober 1998.
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94. In the light of the Cormittee’s recomrendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 1,

para. 14), the enactnent of the Educational Reform Act (1994), which nmakes the
provi sion of educational services in the State party available to the whole
soci ety without any type of discrimnation, is welconmed by the Cormittee.

95. The Committee wel conmes the accession (1997) of the State party to
I nternational Labour Organization (1LO Convention No. 138 concerning M ninmm
Age for Access to Enpl oyment.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding further progress
in the inplenentation of the Convention

96. The Committee notes the persistence of large disparities in income
distribution and is of the viewthat this problem which has contributed to
| ong-term hard-core poverty, is still affecting children's exercise of their
rights.

97. The Committee notes that severe econonic constraints, due in particular
to structural adjustnent programres and external debt, are still having a
negati ve i mpact on the situation of children

D. Principal subjects of concern and Conmittee recomendations

98. VWhile noting the neasures taken by the State party to inplenent the
recommendati ons of the Committee (see CRC/C/ 15/ Add.1, para. 13) regarding the
need to reformthe Mnors Code (1992), and taking into consideration the

i nformati on provided on the forthcom ng enactment of the Code for Children and
Adol escents (Proyecto de Cddigo de | os Nifios, N fias y Adol escentes), the
Committee remai ns concerned about some di screpancies between domestic

| egi slation and the provisions of the Convention, as well as about the sl ow
pace of the current process of reform The Committee recommends that the
State party take all available nmeasures to ensure that the current process of
reformof its legislation on children's rights is in full conformty with the
principles and provisions of the Convention. The Conmittee al so recomends
that the State party take all the necessary steps to accelerate the current
process of reform

99. Wth regard to the Conmittee’ s recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 1,
para. 13) concerning the need to devel op indicators for monitoring the

i mpl enent ati on of policies and programes for children, the Committee takes
note of the State party’s efforts to include sone di saggregated data and ot her
indicators in the periodic report and in the witten replies. Nevertheless,
it remains concerned that disaggregated data and indicators for all areas
covered by the Convention were not included. The Committee recommends that
the State party continue review ng and updating its data collection system
with a viewto including all the areas covered by the Convention. Such a
system shoul d include all children under 18 years of age and specifically
enphasi ze vul nerabl e groups of children. In this regard, the Commttee
encourages the State party to seek technical assistance from UNI CEF and ot her
i nternati onal agenci es.

100. While the Conmittee takes note of the willingness of the State party to
[ aunch a maj or canpaign on children's rights upon the enactnent of the new
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Chil dren and Adol escents Code (Cddi go de | os Nifios, Nifias y Adol escentes), it
expresses its concern at the |lack of nmeasures taken so far to inplenent its
recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 1, para. 17) to dissemnate information on

t he provisions of the Convention. The Committee recomends that the State
party take all avail able nmeasures to dissenmi nate the principles and provisions
of the Convention, especially in the three national |anguages other than
Spani sh (Aymara, Quechua and CGuarani) spoken in the State party. The
Committee suggests that the State party seek assistance from jinter alia,
UNICEF in this regard.

101. The Committee welconmes the willingness of the State party to include a
children s rights conponent, including the training of professionals working
with and for children, in its technical cooperation programme with the Ofice
of the High Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts/UNDP for the inplenentation of the
State party's National Plan of Action on Human Rights. The Conmittee
encourages the State party to continue with its efforts to provide
sensitization programes and training to all professional groups working with
and for children, such as judges, |awers, |aw enforcenent and army officials,
civil servants, personnel working in institutions and places of detention for
children, teachers, health personnel, psychol ogists and social workers.

Di ssem nation of the provisions and principles of the Convention to

non- gover nment al organi zati ons, the mass nmedia and the public at |arge

i ncludi ng children thensel ves, should be enhanced.

102. While the Committee is aware of the efforts undertaken by the State
party to allocate substantial financial resources for the benefit of children
it reiterates its concern (see CRC/C/15/Add. 1, para. 7) that the stringent
budget ary measures and external debt, as well as the persistence of w despread
poverty and uneven income distribution, are still having a negative inmpact on
the situation of children in the State party. |In the light of articles 2, 3
and 4 of the Convention, the Commttee encourages the State party to continue
undertaking all appropriate neasures to the maxi mum extent of its available
resources, including international cooperation, to continue ensuring that
sufficient budgetary allocation is provided to social services for children
and that particular attention is paid to the protection of children bel onging
to vul nerabl e and nmargi nalized groups. The Committee al so recommends that the
State party take children's rights into consideration in designing its socia
policies and progranmes. Furthernmore, the Commttee encourages the State
party to continue with its efforts to reduce the burden of its external debt,

i ncluding the measures taken within the framework of the World Bank/
International Monetary Fund's initiative “Hi ghly Indebted Poor Countries”.

103. The Committee reiterates its concern (see CRC/C/ 15/ Add. 1, para. 8)
regarding the inplenentation of article 1 and other related provisions of the
Convention, owing to disparities in donestic |egislation, especially
concerning the mnimm | egal ages for access to work and for marriage. The
Committee is al so concerned about the use of the biological criterion of
puberty to set different ages of maturity for boys and girls. This practice
is contrary to the principles and provisions of the Convention and,

inter alia, it constitutes a form of gender-based discrimnation which affects
the enjoyment of all rights. The Committee recomrends that the State party

i ntroduce appropriate amendments to the draft code for children and
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adol escents (Proyecto de Codigo de |os N fios, Nifias y Adol escentes) and raise
the m nimum | egal ages for work and marriage, in order to bring it into ful
conformty with the principles and provisions of the Convention

104. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 2 of the Convention, the
Conmittee reiterates its concern (see CRC/C/ 15/ Add. 1, para. 9) at the grow ng
di sparities between rural and urban areas, as well as the grow ng nunber of
the population living in urban poor and marginalized areas. Furthernore, the
predom nance of discrimnation on the basis of ethnic origin, gender, socia
status and disabilities is also a major concern. The Conmittee reiterates its
recommendati on (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 1, para. 14) to the State party and further
recommends that it increase neasures to reduce econonm c and socia

di sparities, including between rural and urban areas, to prevent

di scrim nation agai nst the nost di sadvantaged groups of children, such as
chil dren bel onging to indigenous comrunities, girl children, children with

di sabilities, children born out of wedl ock and children who are |iving and/or
wor ki ng on the streets.

105. While the Cormittee notes that the principles of the “best interests of
the child” (art. 3) and “respect for the views of the child” (art. 12) have
been incorporated in donmestic |legislation, it remains concerned that in
practice, as it is recognized in the report, these principles are not
respected owing to the fact that children are not yet perceived as persons
entitled to rights and that the rights of the child are underm ned by adults’
interests. The Conmittee recommends that further efforts be nade to ensure
the inmplementation of the principles of the “best interests of the child” and
“respect for the views of the child”, especially his or her rights to
participate in the famly, at school, within other institutions and in society
in general. These principles should also be reflected in all policies and
programmes relating to children. Awareness-raising anong the public at |arge,
including traditional communities and religious |eaders, as well as

educati onal programres on the inplenentation of these principles should be

rei nforced

106. The Committee expresses its concern at the insufficient nmeasures taken
by the State party in the area of birth registration, and at the | ack of

awar eness and understandi ng of registration procedures, especially in rura
areas. In the light of article 7 of the Convention, the Commttee recomends
that the State party take all avail able nmeasures to ensure the inmediate
registration of the birth of all children. Furthernore, the Conmttee
encourages the State party to ensure that birth registration procedures are

wi dely made known to the population at large, if necessary in cooperation with
non- gover nnent al organi zations and with the support of internationa

or gani zati ons.

107. Wiile the Committee wel comes the adoption of |egislation on donestic

violence, it remains concerned about persistent ill-treatnment of children in
the State party. Concern is also expressed at the insufficient awareness and
| ack of information, research, statistics and data on ill-treatnent and abuse,

i ncl udi ng sexual abuse, both within and outside the famly, at the
insufficient |egal protection neasures and appropriate resources, both
financial and human, as well as at the |ack of adequately trained personnel to
prevent and conbat such abuse. The insufficiency of rehabilitation measures
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for such children and their limted access to justice is also a matter of
concern. In the light, inter alia, of articles 19 and 39 of the Convention
the Committee reconmends that the State party take all appropriate neasures to
prevent and conbat ill-treatnment and sexual abuse of children within the
famly, schools and society at large. It suggests, inter alia, the setting up
of social programres to prevent all types of child abuse as well as the
rehabilitation of child victinms. Law enforcement should be strengthened with
respect to such crines; adequate procedures and mechani sms to deal with

conpl aints of child abuse should be devel oped.

108. While the Conmittee takes note of existing |egislation prohibiting
corporal punishnent of children, it remains concerned that corporal punishnent
is still widely used within the famly and in schools and institutions. 1In
connection with the child s right to physical integrity, recognized by the
Convention in its articles 19, 28, 29 and 37, the Committee recommends t hat
the State party consider the possibility of undertaking educati onal canpaigns.
Such neasures would hel p to change societal attitudes towards the use of

physi cal punishnent within the famly and in schools and institutions.

109. While the Commttee notes the inclusion of |egislative neasures on
adoption in the Mnors Code (1992), it remains concerned at the | ack of
adequate protection neasures with regard to intercountry adoption. The
Committee encourages the State party to consider acceding to The Hague
Convention of 1993 on Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of
I ntercountry Adoption

110. The Committee expresses its concern at the situation of children living
ininstitutions and of children living in penitentiary centres with one of
their parents. Concern is also expressed at the lack of follow up neasures
and of a systemto nmonitor and eval uate the devel opnent of these groups of
children. The Commttee recommends that the State party take the necessary
steps to establish alternatives to institutionalizing children (for exanple,
foster famlies), especially for those |living with one of their parents in
penitentiary centres. The Conmittee further recomends that the State party
undertake follow up nmeasures and institute a nonitoring and eval uati on system
to ensure the adequate devel opment of these groups of children

111. While the Cormittee notes with appreciation the efforts undertaken by
the State party in the area of basic health, it is still concerned about the
persi stence of a high infant nortality rate and Iimted access of children to
basic health services. Furthernore, the persistence of comon chil dhood

di seases (for example, gastro-intestinal and respiratory illnesses), increased
mal nutrition in children under five years of age and grow ng adol escent
heal t h-rel ated probl ens, such as teenage pregnancy, snmoking and al coho
consunption are al so i ssues of concern. The Conmittee reconmends that the
State party take all appropriate neasures, including seeking internationa
cooperation, to ensure access to basic health-care and services for al
children and that adol escent health policy and progranmes are devel oped,

i ncludi ng prevention, care and rehabilitati on neasures. Mre concerted
efforts need to be taken to conbat malnutrition and to ensure the adoption and
i mpl enentation of a national nutritional policy for children
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112. While the Committee acknow edges the State party’'s policies for the
protection of refugees, it remains concerned at the |ack of specific
provisions in its legislation concerning the rights of asylum seeking and
refugee children and the right to famly reunification. In the light of
article 22 of the Convention, the Conmttee recomends that the State party
adopt legislation to protect all the rights of asylum seeking and refugee
children. Technical assistance fromthe Ofice of the United Nations High
Commi ssi oner for Refugees (UNHCR) m ght be requested in this regard.

113. The Committee is concerned about the situation of children living in

the Chapare region, who are constantly exposed to the side effects of
anti-narcotics interventions and live in a violent environment which has a
negative inpact on their development. The Committee recomends that the State
party take appropriate neasures to ensure the protection of children living in
t he Chapare region

114. The Committee expresses its concern at the situation of children living
in towns on the border with Chile, whose lives are threatened by | andm nes
planted in that region. The Conmittee recommends that the State party take
all necessary neasures, including awareness-rai sing programes on | andm nes
and training for the population at large, for the protection of children
living in these towns. In this regard, the Comm ttee encourages the State
party to consider seeking international cooperation, as well as conducting
bil ateral consultations for the clearance of |andm nes.

115. Wth regard to the Commttee’s concern (see CRC/C/ 15/ Add. 1, para. 9) at
the situation with regard to child |abour in the State party, the Commttee
takes note of the measures taken in this area, such as the signing of a

menor andum of under standi ng (1996) between the State party and the

I nternational Labour Organization, and the establishnent of a pilot education
programe for working children, financed by the Inter-Anerican Devel opnent
Bank. Nevertheless, the Commttee is still concerned that economic

expl oitation remai ns one of the major problens affecting children in the State
party. The Committee also reiterates its concern (see CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 1,

para. 12) about the situation of children working and/or living on the

streets. In the light of, inter alia, articles 3 and 32 of the Convention
the Committee reconmends that the State party should not | ower the m ninmum age
for access to work. It encourages the State party to continue giVving

attention to the situation of children involved in hazardous |abour, including
domestic | abour and prostitution, in order to protect them from being
exploited and fromthe negative inpact on their devel opnment. The Conmittee
recommends that the State party undertake research on the issue of children
living and/or working on the streets as a basis for adopting appropriate
programmes and policies for the protection and rehabilitation of these
children and the prevention of this phenonenon.

116. The Comrmittee is concerned at the absence of data and of a conprehensive
study on the issue of sexual exploitation of children. In the light of
article 34 and related articles of the Convention, the Conmittee recomends
that the State party undertake studies with a view to designing and

i mpl ementi ng appropriate policies and neasures, including care and
rehabilitation, to conbat the sexual exploitation of children. It also
recommends that the State party reinforce its legislative franework to protect
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children fully fromall forms of sexual abuse or exploitation, including
within the famly. The Commttee further reconmends that the State party
continue inplenmenting the reconmendations fornulated in the Agenda for Action
adopted at the 1996 Stockhol m Worl d Congress agai nst Conmerci al Sexua
Expl oi tation of Children.

117. Wth regard to the juvenile justice systemin the State party, the
Conmittee is concerned about its lack of full conpatibility with articles 37,
40 and 39 of the Convention and with other rel evant standards such as the
Beijing Rules, the R yadh Guidelines and the United Nations Rules for the
Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty. In particular, the
Conmittee is concerned about the conditions of children living in specia
institutions, the use of violence by |aw enforcenent officials, that
deprivation of liberty is not systematically used as a neasure of |ast resort
and that children are detained together with adults. The Comri ttee reconmends
that the State party envisage undertaking further neasures to ensure the ful
conpatibility of the juvenile justice systemw th the Convention, especially,
articles 37, 40 and 39 and other relevant United Nations standards in this
field. Particular attention should be paid to ensuring the inprovenent of the
conditions of children living in special institutions, that violence is not
used by | aw enforcenment officials, that the use of deprivation of liberty is
only used as a nmeasure of |ast resort and that children are not detained
together with adults. The Committee encourages the State party to consider
rati fying the International Convention against Torture and O her Cruel

I nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishment. Training programes on the

rel evant international standards should be conducted for all professionals

i nvolved with the juvenile justice system In this regard, the Comm ttee
further suggests that the State party consider seeking technical assistance
from inter alia, the Ofice of the United Nati ons Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts, the Centre for International Crine Prevention, the Internationa

Net wor k on Juvenile Justice and UN CEF through the Coordi nati on Panel on
Juvenil e Justice

118. Lastly, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6, of the Convention, the
Committee recomrends that the second periodic report and witten replies
submtted by the State party be made widely available to the public at |arge
and that consideration be given to publishing the report, along with the

rel evant summary records and concl udi ng observati ons adopted by the Committee.
Such a docunment should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention and its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
Government and Parliament and anong the general public, including concerned
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.

Concl udi ng observations of the Comrittee on the
Rights of the Child: Kuwait

119. The Committee considered the initial report of Kuwait (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 35)
at its 487th to 490th neetings (CRC/ C/ SR 487-490), on 28 and 29 Septenber 1998
and adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observati ons.

* At the 505th neeting, held on 9 Cctober 1998.



CRC/ C/ 80
page 29

A. | nt roduction

120. The Committee wel conmes the subm ssion by the State party of its initia
report. It also takes note of the submi ssion of witten replies to the |ist
of issues (CRC/C Q@KUW1). It further notes that while the report did not
fully comply with the Conmttee’ s guidelines, the frank, self-critical and
constructive di alogue contributed to a better understanding of the situation
in the State party.

B. Positive aspects

121. The Committee notes the existence in Parlianent of the Committee on
Human Rights. It also notes the recent establishment within the Mnistry of
Justice of a unit dealing with human rights issues, including a mechanismfor
t he consideration of individual conplaints.

122. The Committee takes note of the fact that the Convention is
sel f-executing within the State party and that its provisions may be invoked
bef ore the courts.

123. The Committee finds comrendabl e the extensive social welfare services
available to citizens of the State party at either no cost or at only a
fraction of the real cost, including public services relating to education
heal th, social care and housing.

124. The Committee wel comes efforts by the State party to mainstream children
with disabilities, or who have learning difficulties, within regular classes,
while at the sanme time providing conplementary courses catering for the
speci al needs of those children

125. The Committee wel conmes the organi zati on of an “Arab Day for Children” in
the State party as a way for children better to understand their rights under
t he Conventi on.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enent ati on of the Convention

126. The Committee is aware that physical and psychol ogi cal hardship
resulting fromthe Gulf War still affects a substantial number of children and
their parents. The Committee notes that there remai n unresolved issues
concerning famly reunification since the end of the Gulf War and this
situation is a serious constraint on the full inplementation of the
Conventi on.

D. Principal subjects of concern and Conmittee recomendations

127. The Committee notes with concern the declarations on articles 7 and 21
of the Convention made by the State party upon ratification of the Convention
In the light of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action (1993), the
Committee encourages the State party to consider the possibility of review ng
the decl arati ons.
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128. While the Commttee notes that the State party has devel oped a

| egislative franmework, it is still concerned that the provisions and
principles of the Convention are not fully reflected in law. The Conmittee
recommends that the State party take all appropriate neasures to engage, where
necessary, in a process of law reform for exanple by enacting a children's
code to ensure full conformty with the Convention

129. The Committee is concerned that the State party does not appear to have
a conprehensive policy to pronmote and protect children’ s rights, and that it
does not have a central evaluation and nonitoring body for coordination
between different mnistries and between the central Governnent and | oca
authorities. The Committee encourages the State party to adopt a nationa
strategy for children, to establish a nmechani sm of coordination, evaluation
and nonitoring to inplement policies and programres for children in the |ight
of the Convention. The Conmittee also recomrends that the State party further
its cooperation with the non-governnmental organizations and to involve these
organi zations in such coordination and nonitoring bodies.

130. In spite of the recent establishment within the Mnistry of Justice of a
unit dealing with human rights issues, including a mechanismfor the

consi deration of individual conplaints, the Cormittee expresses concern that
there is insufficient awareness of this nmechanismand how it can be used to
regi ster and address conplaints fromchildren concerning violations of their
rights. The Conmittee suggests that the State party take appropriate neasures
to ensure that this nmechanismis better known, including howit can be used by
or on behalf of children to nake conplaints in the case of violations of their
rights and to seek remedy for such violations.

131. The Committee is concerned that insufficient nmeasures have been taken
for the devel opnent of indicators and the systematic collection of

di saggregated data on the areas covered by the Convention in relation to al
groups of children in order to nonitor and eval uate progress achieved and to
assess the inpact of policies adopted with respect to children. The Committee
recommends that the system of data collection be strengthened with a viewto

i ncorporating all the areas covered by the Convention. Such a system of

di saggregated data should include all children, with specific enphasis on

vul nerabl e ones, including those who are victins of abuse or ill-treatment,
children belonging to mnority groups, including in particular the Bedoons, or
to mgrant famlies, children with no residence pernmt, children involved with
the adm ni stration of juvenile justice, the girl child, children of
single-parent famlies and children born out of wedl ock, abandoned chil dren
institutionalized children and those with disabilities. The Conmittee
recommends that the State party consider seeking technical assistance from
inter alia, UNICEF in the devel opment of such a data collection system

132. The Committee notes with concern that professional groups, children and
the public at large are not generally aware of the principles and provisions
of the Convention. The Conmittee recommends that greater efforts be made to
ensure that the provisions of the Convention are wi dely known and understood
by adults and children alike. The Committee al so reconmmends that systematic
training and retraining progranmes on the rights of the child be organized for
prof essi onal groups working with and for children, such as judges, |awers,

| aw enforcenent personnel, mlitary officials and personnel, teachers, schoo
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adm ni strators, health personnel, including psychol ogists, social workers,
officials of central or |ocal adm nistrations, personnel of child-care
institutions, the mass nmedia. Systematic dissem nation of the principles and
provi si ons of the Convention to non-governnental organizations, the mass nedi a
and the public at large, including children thenselves, should be enhanced.
The Committee suggests that the State party incorporate the Convention in
school and university curricula. In this regard, the Comrittee al so suggests
that the State party consider seeking technical assistance from inter alia,
the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and UNI CEF

133. The Committee notes with concern that the | egal age of crimna
responsibility, at seven, is very low Concern is also expressed at the | ow

| egal mnimum age for marriage for girls, set at 15, while the m ni mum age for
boys is set at 17. The Conmittee recomends raising the m ninmm | egal age for
crimnal responsibility, in the light of the provisions and principles of the
Convention and other relevant United Nations standards. 1In the |ight of the
provi sions and principles of the Convention, especially its articles 1, 2, 3,
6, 12 and 24, the Conmittee al so recomrends that the State party take al
appropriate neasures to raise the I egal mnimmage for marriage for girls to
at | east the same age as that set for boys.

134. The Committee is concerned that the welfare policies and practices
prevailing in the State party do not adequately reflect the rights-based
approach enshrined in the Convention. It also wishes to express its genera
concern that the State party does not appear to have fully taken into account
the provisions of the Convention, especially its general principles, as
reflected inits articles 2 (non-discrimnation), 3 (best interests of the
child), 6 (right to life, survival and devel opnment) and 12 (respect for the
views of the child), inits legislation and in its admnistrative and judicia
decisions, as well as in its policies and programmes relevant to children. It
is the Cormittee's view that further efforts nust be undertaken to ensure that
the general principles of the Convention, not only guide policy discussions
and deci si on-maki ng, but also are appropriately reflected in any |ega
revision, judicial and adm nistrative decisions, and in the devel opnment and

i npl ementation of all projects and programes whi ch have an inpact on
chi |l dren.

135. The Committee is concerned that neither the Constitution nor |egislation
fully conforms to article 2 of the Convention, and does not specifically
prohi bit discrimnation on the basis of race, colour, political or other

opi nion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or

ot her status. The Committee is concerned at the existence of sone | aws,
regul ati ons or practices which are discrimnatory towards non-Kuwaitis and
girls, especially with regard to the right to education and inheritance. The
Committee encourages the State party to reviewits legislation with a viewto
prohi biting discrimnation on all grounds covered by article 2 of the
Convention. Furthernore, in light of article 2 of the Convention, which
requires State parties to ensure the inplenentation of all rights recogni zed
by the Convention to each child within their jurisdiction, the Conmttee
recommends the State party to take all appropriate neasures to safeguard the
rights of Bedoon children, mgrant children, other non-citizens, and girls,
especially with regard to access to education, health and other socia
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services. Lastly, the Committee reconmmends that all appropriate neasures be
taken to guarantee that girls are systematically treated equally, especially
with regard to the right to inheritance.

136. The Comrmittee is concerned that the unusual dempbgraphic situation of the
State party, in which only about 34 per cent of the popul ation has Kuwait
nationality, may have resulted in discrimnation agai nst non-Kuwaitis. The
Conmittee is concerned at discrimnation affecting children of the Bedoon
comunity and young mgrant workers. In the light of article 2 of the
Convention, the Commttee recommends that the State party take all appropriate
nmeasures to ensure that each child living within its jurisdiction is ensured
wi t hout discrimnation the full enjoyment of the rights set forth in the
Convention. It also recomends that the State party consider ratifying

the 1990 International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Al

M grant Workers and Menbers of Their Famlies.

137. The Committee is concerned at the |ack of awareness regarding the
participatory rights of children. Concern is further expressed at the
absence, in |legal proceedings affecting a child, of a legal requirenment that
the views of the child be solicited. 1In the light of article 12 of the
Convention, the Commttee recommends that the State party take all appropriate
measures to encourage participation of children in the famly, in
institutions, at school and in society. It also recomrends that the rel evant
authorities ensure by all avail able nmeans, including | egislative means, that,
according to his or her maturity, the views of children are an integral part
of all decisions affecting them

138. The Committee is further concerned that in the light of the State
party's legislation regarding citizenship, nationality may only be obtai ned by
a child fromhis/her Kuwaiti father. The Committee recomrends that donestic

| egi sl ati on be anmended to guarantee that the acquisition of Kuwait

nationality be determined in light of the provisions and principles of the
Convention, especially articles 2, 3 and 7.

139. The Committee expresses its concern about the |lack of a specific

prohi bition in donmestic |egislation of the use of corporal punishnent. The
Committee recomrends that the State party take all appropriate measures,
including of a legislative nature, to prohibit corporal punishment in schools,
in the famly and other institutions, and in society at large. The Committee
al so suggests that awareness-raising canpai gns be conducted to ensure that
alternative forms of discipline are admnistered in a manner consistent with
the child' s human dignity and in confornmity with the Convention, in the Iight
of article 28.2 of the Convention

140. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient awareness of and |ack of
i nformati on on donestic violence, ill-treatnment and abuse, including sexua
abuse, both within and outside the famly, at the insufficient |ega
protecti on neasures and insufficient resources, as well as at the |lack of

adequately trained personnel to prevent and conbat such abuse. In the |ight
of article 19 of the Convention, the Comrittee reconmends that the State party
undertake multidisciplinary studies on the nature and scope of ill-treatnent

and abuse, including sexual abuse, with a view to adopting adequate neasures
and policies, in order to, inter alia, change traditional attitudes. It also
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recommends that a special conplaint nechani smbe established for children to
report such ill-treatnent, domestic violence and abuse. It further recomends
that cases of abuse and ill-treatment of children, including sexual abuse
within the famly, be properly investigated, sanctions applied to perpetrators
and publicity given to decisions taken in such cases, due regard being given
to protecting the right to privacy of the child. It is also recomended that
consi deration be given to adopting child-friendly rules for the provision of
evi dence in such proceedings. Further measures should be taken with a viewto
ensuring the provision of support services to children in | egal proceedings,

t he physi cal and psychol ogi cal recovery and social reintegration of the
victinms of rape, abuse, neglect, ill-treatnent, violence or exploitation, in
accordance with article 39 of the Convention, and the prevention of
crimnalization and stigmatization of victins.

141. The Committee is concerned at the potential for stigmatization of a
woman or coupl e who decide to keep a child born out of wedl ock, and at the

i npact of this stigmatization on the enjoynent by such children of their
rights. The Conmittee recommends that the State party take all appropriate
measures to create an adequate framework that would facilitate the choice of a
worman or couple to whoma child is born out of wedl ock to keep and raise the
child.

142. The Committee is concerned that the State party does not have a
procedural requirenment for periodic review and systematic nonitoring when
children are placed in alternative care, such as in a children's hone, a guest
house or any other simlar institution. The Conmittee recomends that specia
attention be given to children living in institutional care, including
children born out of wedlock. Alternatives to institutional care, such as
foster care, should be devel oped and an appropriate nmechanismfor the
systematic nonitoring and review of placenent in institutional care should be
established, in the light of article 25 of the Convention

143. The Committee is concerned at the recent increase in the nunber of
children living and/or working on the streets, especially children of the

Bedoon community. It recomrends that all appropriate nmeasures be taken to
provi de access to school to all children and prevent and conbat schoo
drop-out. It also recommends the devel opnment of vocational training projects,

as well as of adequate social programes.

144. The Committee is concerned at the high Ievel of malnutrition anong
children in the State party, mainly due to poor nutrition. The Conmittee
recommends that the State party take all appropriate neasures, such as

awar eness-rai si ng canpai gns in and outside schools and counselling, to
sensitize adults, especially parents and donestic servants, and children alike
to the inportance of quality nutrition.

145. Regardi ng adol escent health, the Cormittee is concerned at the high
nmortality rate anmong mal e adol escents, due to external causes and acci dents.
It is also concerned at the |ack of conprehensive data and information on the
health status of adol escents in general, especially with regard to drug and
subst ance abuse, sexually transmtted di seases and H V/ Al DS, teenage
pregnancy, violence and suicide anong young people, and by the | ack of
treatment and rehabilitation services. The Comrittee suggests that a
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conprehensive and nulti-disciplinary study be undertaken on adol escent health
probl ems, with data di saggregated by age and gender, to serve as the basis for
devel opi ng and pronoti ng adol escent health policies. The Comrttee al so
recommends that further efforts be undertaken to develop youth friendly care,
counselling and rehabilitation facilities for adol escents.

146. In the light of the provisions and principles of the Convention
especially its articles 2, 3, 6, 12 and 24.3, the Committee is concerned at
the practice of early marriage. It recomends that the State party undertake

all appropriate neasures, including | egal measures, awareness-raising
canmpaigns with a view to changing attitudes, counselling and reproductive
heal th education, to prevent and conbat this traditional practice which is
harnful to the health and well-being of girls and the devel opnent of the
famly.

147. The Committee is concerned that the State party does not have specific
donmestic legislation for determ ning the status of and protecting refugees,

i ncluding children, and is currently not a party to any of the main treaties
on statel essness or refugees. The Committee reconmends that the State party
reviewits donestic legislation with a view to including provisions for
determining the status of and protecting refugees, including children
especially with regard to access to education, health and other socia
services. The Committee al so recommends that the State party consider

rati fying the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and

its 1967 Protocol, as well as the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of
St at el ess Persons and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statel essness.

148. The Committee recogni zes that the State party is still recovering from
the effects of the Gulf war and that | andm nes pose a continuing threat to the
popul ati on and have already given rise to numerous casualties, including
children. The Commttee stresses the inportance of educating parents,
children and the general public about the dangers of | andm nes. The Committee
recommends that the State party review the situation with regard to | andm nes
within the framework of technical assistance, including fromUnited Nations
agencies. The Comm ttee further suggests that the State party become a party
to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and
Transfer of Anti-personnel Mnes and of Their Destruction (1997).

149. The Committee is concerned at the absence of data, information and
conprehensi ve research on the issue of sexual abuse and exploitation of
children. In the light of article 34 and other related articles of the
Convention, the Committee reconmends that the State party reinforce its

| egislative framework to protect children fully fromall forns of sexual abuse
or exploitation, including within the famly. It also recomends that the
State party undertake studies with a view to designing and inplenenting
appropriate policies and nmeasures, including rehabilitation nmeasures, to
conmbat this phenomenon. The Committee urges the State party to continue

i mpl enenting the reconmendations fornulated in the Agenda for Action adopted
at the 1996 Stockhol m Wrld Congress agai nst Conmercial Sexual Exploitation of
Chi | dren.

150. The Committee is concerned at the situation of the adm nistration of
juvenile justice and in particular its full compatibility with the Convention
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as well as other relevant United Nations standards. The Comm ttee recomends
that the State party consider taking additional steps to reformthe system of
juvenile justice in the spirit of the Convention, in particular articles 37,
40 and 39, and of other United Nations standards in this field, such as the
United Nations Standard M nimum Rules for the Admi nistration of Juvenile
Justice (the Beijing Rules), the United Nations Cuidelines for the Prevention
of Juvenile Delinquency (the R yadh Guidelines) and the United Nations Rul es
for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty. Particular
attention should be paid to considering deprivation of liberty only as a
measure of |ast resort and for the shortest possible period of tine, to the
protection of all the rights of children deprived of their liberty and, when
appropriate, to encouraging alternatives to the processing of cases through
the regul ar penal system Training programes on relevant internationa

st andards shoul d be organi zed for all those professionals involved with the
system of juvenile justice. The Conmttee suggests that the State party
consi der seeking technical assistance from inter alia, the Ofice of the
United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, the Centre for
International Crine Prevention, the International Network on Juvenile Justice
and UNI CEF, through the Coordination Panel on Technical Advice and Assistance
in Juvenile Justice

151. The Committee recomrends that, in the light of article 44, paragraph 6,
of the Convention, the initial report and these concl udi ng observati ons be
made wi dely available to the public at |arge, including non-governmenta

organi zati ons, and that consideration be given to publishing the report, along
with the rel evant summary records, the list of questions and witten answers
thereto, and the concl udi ng observations of the Comrittee. It is suggested
that such a docunent could be widely distributed in order to generate debate
on and awareness of the Convention, as well as to serve as a reference for the
i npl enmentation of the Convention by the State party.

Concl udi ng observations of the Committee
on the Rights of the Child: Thail and

152. The Committee considered the initial report of Thail and
(CRC/C/ 11/ Add. 13) at its 493rd to 495th neetings (CRC C/ SR. 493-495)
on 1 and 2 October 1998, and adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observati ons.

A. | nt roduction

153. The Committee wel comes the subm ssion of the State party's initia
report and the witten replies to its list of issues (CRCCC QTHA/1). The
Committee notes the detail ed and conprehensive structure of the report but
regrets that it does not fully follow the established guidelines. The
Conmittee al so notes the constructive, open and frank dialogue it had with
the del egation of the State party, and the additional information it received
during the discussion. The Conmittee notes with appreciation the active
partici pation of children and non-governnental organizations in its dial ogue
with the State party.

* At the 505th neeting, held on 9 Cctober 1998.
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B. Positive aspects

154. The Committee notes the State party's recent adoption of a new
Constitution (1997) which guarantees the pronotion and protection of human
rights, including children's rights as recogni zed by the Convention, and calls
for the establishnment of a national human rights conmttee charged with

noni tori ng human rights.

155. The Committee notes the recent efforts undertaken by the State party in
the field of lawreform |In this regard, it welcones the enactnment of the
Amended Crim nal Procedure Code concerning i ndecent acts commtted agai nst
both boys and girls; the Crimnal Procedure Code concerning juvenile

def endants bel ow the age of 18 years; the Act concerning Measures of
Preventi on and Suppression of the Trafficking in Wnen and Children of 1997;
the Prevention and Suppression of Prostitution Act of 1996; the Cccupationa
Trai ning Pronotion Act of 1993; and the Labour Protection Act of 1998.

156. The Committee notes that the Ei ghth National Econom c and Socia

Devel opnent Pl an (1997-2001) has given priority to human devel opnent,

i ncluding child protection and participation. 1In this regard, it wel cones
the initiatives to extend greater devel opnent opportunities to vul nerable and
di sadvant aged groups and i npl enent special nonitoring systems in the area of
child labour and prostitution. The Commttee also welcones the State party's
establishnment of indicators, including social indicators (basic m nimum
needs); indicators on child and youth devel opnent; and indicators on child
rights.

157. The Committee notes the cooperation between the State party and

non- gover nment al organi zati ons, particularly in the preparation of the report,
and the current initiative to review policies and |legislation to ensure
conpliance with the Convention

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

158. The Committee acknow edges that the current econom c and socia
difficulties facing the State party have had a negative inmpact on the
situation of children and have inpeded the full inplenentation of the
Convention. In particular, it notes the high |evel of external debt, the
requi renents of the structural adjustnment programe and the increasing | eve
of unenpl oynment and poverty.

D. Subjects of concern and Conmttee recomendati ons

159. While noting with appreciation that the State party has withdrawn its
reservation with respect to article 29 of the Convention, the Commttee is
concerned at the remaining reservations (to arts. 7 and 22), made by the
State party upon ratification of the Convention. 1In this regard, the
Committee notes that the State party has recently (1997) ratified w thout
reservation the International Covenant on Civil and Political Ri ghts, and

Wi shes to draw attention in particular to the provisions of articles 2 and 24
of the Covenant. 1In the |ight of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of
Action of 1993 and the recent ratification of the International Covenant on
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Civil and Political Rights, the Comm ttee encourages the State party to
consider the possibility of reviewing its reservations with a viewto
wi t hdrawi ng t hem

160. The Committee notes that the State party has devel oped a substantive

| egislative franmework. It is concerned, however, that donestic |egislation
still does not fully reflect the principles and provisions of the Convention
The Committee recommends that the State party undertake a review of its
donestic legislation to ensure full conformty with the principles and

provi sions of the Convention. 1In this regard, the Comrittee al so encourages
the State party to consider the possibility of enacting a conprehensive code
for children.

161. While the Cormmittee notes the establishment of the Corrupt Practices
Conmi ssion, the need to strengthen | aw enforcenent and conbat corrupt
practices in all areas covered by the Convention is still of particular
concern to the Conmttee. The Conmittee therefore recommends that the State
party take all appropriate nmeasures, including training, to strengthen | aw
enforcenent and prevent corrupt practices.

162. Wiile noting the efforts of the National Youth Bureau to facilitate
the coordination of child rights issues, the Committee is concerned that

i nvol venent and coordination at the local level is still sonmewhat |imted.
The Committee reconmmends that the State party adopt a conprehensive approach
to the inplenentation of the Convention by, inter alia, decentralizing the
process of pronoting and protecting children's rights. The Commttee al so
recommends that further steps be taken by the State party to strengthen
coordi nation through the National Youth Bureau, particularly at the |oca

| evel .

163. Wiile noting the devel opnent of indicators for nonitoring the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention, the Commttee is still concerned that the
current data-collection nmechanismis insufficient to ensure the systematic and
conprehensive coll ection of disaggregated quantitative and qualitative data
for all areas covered by the Convention in relation to all groups of children
in order to nmonitor and eval uate progress achi eved and assess the inpact of
policies adopted with respect to children. The Committee recommends that the
system of data collection be reviewed with a view to incorporating all the
areas covered by the Convention. Such a system should cover all children up
to the age of 18 years, with specific enphasis on those who are vul nerabl e,

i ncluding econom cally exploited children, children of single-parent fanmlies,
children born out of wedlock, institutionalized children and children of
nomadi ¢ and hill tribe comunities.

164. The Committee expresses concern at the absence of an independent

mechani smto regi ster and address conplaints fromchildren concerning
violations of their rights under the Convention. The Comm ttee suggests that
an i ndependent child-friendly nechani sm be nade accessible to children to dea
with conplaints of violations of their rights and to provide renedies for such
violations. The Commttee al so suggests that the State party institute an
awar eness-rai sing canpaign to facilitate the effective use by children of such
a mechani sm
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165. The Committee takes note of the State party's increased socia
expenditure allocations, even in difficult econom c circunstances. The

Conmi ttee remai ns concerned, however, that in the light of article 4 of the
Convention, not enough attention has been paid to making budgetary allocations

in favour of children “to the maxi numextent of ... available resources”. In
the Iight of articles 2, 3, and 6 of the Convention, the Conmittee encourages
the State party to pay particular attention to the full inplenentation of

article 4 of the Convention by prioritizing budgetary allocations to ensure

i npl enentati on of the economic, social and cultural rights of children, to the
maxi mum extent of avail able resources and, where needed, within the framework
of international cooperation

166. While recognizing the efforts of the State party to pronote awareness

of the principles and provisions of the Convention, the Committee remains
concerned that professional groups, children and the public at large are
generally not sufficiently aware of the Convention. The Conmmittee recomends
that greater efforts be made to ensure that the provisions of the Convention
are wi dely known and understood by adults and children alike, residing in both
rural and urban areas. In this regard, it recomrends that the Convention be
translated into and made available in all mnority or indigenous |anguages.
The Committee al so recomends the appropriate, systematic training and/or
sensitization of professional groups working with and for children, such as
judges, |lawyers, |aw enforcenent personnel, mlitary officers and personnel
teachers, school adm nistrators, health personnel, including psychol ogists,
soci al workers, officials of central or |ocal adm nistration and personnel of
child-care institutions. The Conmittee encourages the State party to take
nmeasures to rai se awareness anong the nmedia and the public at |arge concerning
the rights of the child. It suggests that the State party seek to ensure that
the Convention is fully integrated into school and university curricula. 1In
this regard, the Commttee al so suggests that the State party seek technica
assistance from jinter alia, the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human

Ri ghts and UNI CEF.

167. The Committee expresses its concern at the |low mninumlegal age

for crimnal responsibility. It is also concerned that no |legal age is
established for the attainnent of mgjority. The Conmittee recommends that the
State party review its legislation in order to bring it into conformty with
the provisions of the Convention

168. The Committee wi shes to express its concern that the State party

does not appear to have fully taken into account the provisions of the
Convention, especially the general principles reflected in its articles 2
(non-discrimnation), 3 (best interests of the child), 6 (right to life,
survi val and devel opnent) and 12 (respect for the views of the child), inits
| egislation, its adm nistrative and judicial decisions, or its policies and
programes relevant to children. It is the Commttee's view that further
efforts nmust be undertaken to ensure that the principles of the Convention
in particular the general principles, not only guide policy discussion and
deci si on-maki ng, but also are appropriately reflected in any | egal revisions
or judicial and adm nistrative decisions, and in the devel opment and

i npl enmentation of all projects and programes whi ch have an inpact on
chi | dren.
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169. The Committee acknow edges the efforts made by the State party to reach
vul nerabl e groups. The Conmittee is still concerned, however, that the
measures adopted to ensure that all children are guaranteed access to
education and health services and are protected against all forms of
exploitation are insufficient. O particular concern are certain vul nerable
groups of children, including girls, children with disabilities, children

bel onging to mnorities including hill tribes, children living in rural areas,
children living in poverty, children living and/or working on the streets and
asyl um seeking children, illegal-immgrant children, children in the juvenile

justice system and children born out of wedlock. The Committee recomends
that the State party increase its efforts to ensure inplenmentation of the
principle of non-discrimnation and full conpliance with article 2 of the
Convention, particularly as it relates to vul nerabl e groups.

170. While the Cormittee notes the efforts nade by the State party to
encourage the participatory rights of children, it is concerned that
traditional practices, culture and attitudes still limt the ful

i mpl enentation of article 12 of the Convention. The Conmmittee reconmmends that
the State party seek to devel op a systematic approach to increasing public
awar eness of the participatory rights of children and encourage respect for
the views of the child within the famly, as well as within the school, care
and judicial systens.

171. The Committee notes that the State party has enacted |egislation to
guarantee registration at birth (the Registration of Inhabitants Act), but is
concerned that many children are still not registered, particularly those
living in nomadic and hill tribe comunities. 1In the light of article 7 of
the Convention, the Commttee recommends that the State party increase its
efforts to rai se awareness anong governnment officers, community | eaders and
parents to ensure that all children are registered at birth. The Conmittee
al so encourages the State party to adopt neasures to regularize the situation
of hill tribe children and provide themw th docunentation to guarantee their
rights and facilitate their access to basic health, education and ot her

servi ces.

172. The Committee notes the State party's efforts to prohibit the use of
corporal punishment in schools. It is concerned, however, that corpora

puni shment is still practised and that donestic |egislation does not prohibit
its use within the famly, the juvenile justice and alternative care systens,
and generally within the society. In this regard, the Conmittee recomends
that the State party take all appropriate nmeasures, including of a legislative
nature, to prohibit corporal punishment within the famly, the juvenile
justice and alternative care systens and generally within the society. It
further suggests that awareness-raising canpai gns be conducted to ensure that
alternative forms of discipline are admnistered in a manner consistent with
the child' s human dignity and in conformty with the Convention, especially
article 28.2.

173. The Committee notes the establishnment by the State party of a programre
to encourage the reinforcement of the famly environnment and to strengthen
parenting skills anmong both parents. The Conmittee remai ns concerned,

however, at the high rate of abandonnent of children, especially children born
out of wedlock and children of poor famlies. 1In this regard, the Committee
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al so expresses concern at the |ack of adequate alternative care facilities and
qualified personnel in this field. The Commttee recomends that the State
party increase its efforts to provide support, including training, for

parents, to discourage the abandonnent of children. It is also recomended
that the State party devel op additional programes to facilitate alternative
care, including foster care, provide additional training for social and

wel fare workers and establish i ndependent conpl aint and nonitoring nechani sns
for alternative care institutions.

174. The Committee notes the efforts by the State party to provide protection
to child victins. However, the |lack of awareness and informati on on donestic
violence, the ill-treatnent and abuse of children, including sexual abuse -
both within and outside the famly - the lack of appropriate resources - both
financial and human - and the | ack of adequately trained personnel to prevent

and conbat abuse remain matters of concern. In the light of article 19, the
Committee recomrends that the State party undertake studies on domestic
violence, ill-treatnment and abuse, including sexual abuse, to understand the
scope and nature of the phenonenon, in order to adopt adequate neasures and
policies and contribute to changing traditional attitudes. It also recomends
that cases of donestic violence and ill-treatment and abuse of children

i ncl udi ng sexual abuse within the famly, be properly investigated within a
child-friendly judicial procedure, that sanctions be applied to perpetrators
and that publicity be given to decisions taken in such cases, due regard being
given to protecting the right to privacy of the child. Measures should also
be taken to ensure the provision of support services to children in |ega
proceedi ngs, the physical and psychol ogical recovery and social reintegration
of victinms of rape, abuse, neglect, ill-treatnent, violence or exploitation

in accordance with article 39 of the Convention, and prevention of the
crimnalization and stigmatization of victins.

175. While the Commttee notes the efforts of the State party to reduce the
child and infant nortality rates, it is still concerned at the persistence of
poor breastfeeding practices and the high rate of malnutrition. The Commttee
encourages the State party to devel op conmprehensive policies and programes to
pronmote and i nprove breastfeeding practices, to prevent and combat

mal nutrition, especially anpbng vul nerabl e and di sadvant aged groups of

chil dren, and consi der seeking technical assistance for the integrated
managenment of chil dhood illnesses and other neasures for child health

i nprovenent from inter alia, UN CEF and WHO

176. The Committee is particularly concerned over the absence of data

on adol escent health, including on teenage pregnhancy, abortion, suicide,
accidents, violence, substance abuse and HHV/AIDS. 1In this regard, the
Committee recomrends that the State party increase its efforts to pronote

adol escent health policies and strengthen reproductive health educati on and
counselling services. The Commttee further suggests that a comprehensive and
mul ti di sciplinary study be undertaken on adol escent health probl ens, including
the special situation of children infected with, affected by or vulnerable to
H V/ AIDS and sexually transmitted di seases. Additionally, it is recommended
that the State party undertake further neasures, including the allocation of
adequate human and financial resources, to develop youth friendly care and
rehabilitation facilities for adol escents.
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177. The Committee is concerned that the State party has not yet fully

i mpl enented the Rehabilitation of the Disabled Act of 1991. |In this regard,
the Committee al so expresses its concern at the |lack of adequate facilities
and services for persons with disabilities, including children. 1In the |ight
of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with
Disabilities (CGeneral Assenbly resolution 48/ 96), the Commttee recomends
that the State party develop early identification progranmes to prevent
disabilities, inmplement alternatives to the institutionalization of children
with disabilities, establish special education programres for children with
di sabilities and encourage their inclusion in society. The Conmittee further
recommends that the State party seek technical cooperation for the training
of professional staff working with and for children with disabilities.

I nternational cooperation from inter alia, UNI CEF and WHO can be sought

to this effect.

178. While the Commttee notes the high rate of school enrol nent,
particularly at the primary level, and the recent initiative to establish

addi ti onal schools in rural communities, it is still concerned that sone
children, particularly those living in poverty and in nomadic and hill tribe
conmmunities, do not have access to education. |In the Iight of the recent

economi c constraints, the Conmttee is also concerned at the nunmber of
children, particularly girls, |eaving school prematurely to engage in | abour
The Committee reconmends that all appropriate neasures be taken to provide
equal access to education for all children in Thailand. The Committee further
recommends that the State party seek to inplenent additional neasures to
encourage children, particularly girls and children frompoor and hill tribe
famlies, to stay in school, and to discourage early enpl oyment.

179. The Committee notes the efforts of the State party to ensure protection
and humani tari an assi stance to displaced children. The Committee expresses
its concern, however, that the |l egal framework for protection of unacconpanied
and asyl um seeking children remains unclear. It is also concerned at the
situation of children deprived of their liberty placed in immgration
detention centres, especially in view of the lengthy detention periods. The
Committee recomrends clarification of the State party's legislative framework
to ensure adequate protection of unacconpani ed and asyl um seeki ng children
including in the field of physical safety, health and education. Procedures
shoul d al so be established to facilitate famly reunification. Al

appropriate nmeasures should be taken by the State party to avoid the placenent
of asylum seeking children in immgration detention centres. The State party
may consi der seeking assistance from UNHCR in this regard. The Commttee al so
suggests that the State party consider ratifying the 1951 Convention relating
to the Status of Refugees and its 1966 Protocol, the 1954 Convention relating
to the Status of Stateless Persons and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of
St at el essness.

180. While welconming the recent adoption of the Labour Protection Act

of 1998, in which the m ninum|egal age for access to work has been increased
from13 to 15 years, the Comrittee remains concerned at the high rate of
econom c exploitation, as well as at the increasing nunber of children |eaving
school, sonetines at an early age, to work to support thenselves and their
famlies. In this regard, the Conmttee encourages the State party to
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i ntroduce nonitoring nmechani sms to ensure enforcenent of |abour |laws. The
Committee al so suggests that the State party consider ratifying |ILO Convention
No. 138 concerning the m ni mrum age for adm ssion to enpl oyment.

181. The Committee expresses concern at the continuing high rate of sexua
abuse of children, including child prostitution and trafficking and sal e of
children, which affects both girls and boys. |In this regard, the Conmttee
recommends that nmeasures be taken, on an urgent basis, to strengthen |aw
enforcenent and to i nplenent the State party's national programre of
prevention. Further, the State party should seek to step up its efforts to

i rpl ement an awar eness-rai si ng campai gn and a thorough nonitoring system

at the community level. Rehabilitation within, as well as outside of,
institutions should be further enhanced. 1In an effort to conbat effectively
intercountry trafficking and sale of children, the Comm ttee suggests that

the State party increase its efforts in the area of bilateral and regiona
agreenents with nei ghbouring countries to facilitate the repatriati on of
trafficked children and encourage their rehabilitation, including within the
framewor k of the regional Mekong Conference on Mgration. The Commttee urges
the State party to continue inplenenting the recommendati ons fornulated in the
Agenda for Action adopted at the 1996 Stockhol m Wrld Congress agai nst
Commerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children. It also recommends that the State
party envisage ratifying the 1949 Convention for Suppression of the Traffic in
Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of O hers.

182. While the Commttee notes that the State party has enacted | egislation
relating to the establishnment of juvenile courts, it is still concerned at the
general situation with regard to the adm nistration of juvenile justice and in
particular its conpatibility with the Convention, as well as other rel evant
United Nations standards. The Committee is particularly concerned that the
juvenile justice systemis not inplenented throughout the State party. The
Conmittee is also concerned at reported cases of ill-treatnment of children by
| aw enf orcenent personnel. The Committee recommends that the State party
consi der taking additional steps to reformthe systemof juvenile justice in
the spirit of the Convention, in particular articles 37, 40 and 39, and of
other United Nations standards in this field, such as the United Nations
Standard M ni mum Rul es for the Adm nistration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing
Rul es), the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile

Del i nquency (the Riyadh CGuidelines) and the United Nations Rules for the
Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty. Particular attention
shoul d be paid to considering deprivation of liberty only as a neasure of |ast
resort and for the shortest possible period of time to protecting the rights
of children deprived of their liberty and to expanding the juvenile justice
systemto ensure full coverage throughout the State party. Training
programes on rel evant international standards should be organized for al

prof essionals involved with the systemof juvenile justice. The Commttee

al so recommends that the State party consider ratifying the Convention agai nst
Torture and Qther Cruel, Inhuman and Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shnent. The
Committee suggests that the State party consi der seeking technical assistance
from inter alia, the Ofice of the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, the
Centre for International Crine Prevention, the International Network on
Juvenil e Justice and UNI CEF, through the Coordinati on Panel on Technica

Advice in Juvenile Justice.
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183. The Committee notes the reconmendati ons proposed by the State party in
its initial report regarding the inplenentation of the Convention. The
Committee encourages the State party to inplenent the proposed
recomendati ons.

184. Lastly, the Commttee recommends that, in the Iight of article 44,

par agraph 6, of the Convention, the initial report and witten replies
presented by the State party be nade widely available to the public at |arge
and that consideration be given to publishing the report, along with the

rel evant summary records and the present concl udi ng observations of the
Committee. Such a document should be widely distributed in order to generate
debate on and awareness of the Convention and its inplenmentation and
nonitoring within the Governnent and the general public, including

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons.

I11. OVERVIEW OF THE OTHER ACTIVITIES OF THE COW TTEE

A. Review of devel opnents relevant to
the work of the Committee

185. During the session, the Commttee was infornmed by nmenbers about various
meetings in which they had partici pated.

186. The Chairperson, Ms. Mason, informed the Comrittee about the nmain
deci si ons taken and recommendati ons nmade at the tenth neeting of persons
chairing the human rights treaty bodies, which had been held in Geneva from 14
to 18 September 1998 (see A/ 53/432, annex). The Comm ttee discussed the

i nportance of the proposed guidelines on gender perspective presented to that
meeting by International Wonmen’s Rights Action Watch (1 WRAW ; they included
sonme aspects which the Comrittee could consider, although nost of the proposed
gui delines were already reflected in the work of the Comm ttee.

187. The Chairperson also informed the Conmittee about her visit to Manila,
where she had taken part in a regional workshop on “Conplying with standards
of inplementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child - Issues of
concern to ASEAN’, held from 18 to 20 July 1998. 1In her interventions at the
wor kshop, she had provi ded an overview of the reporting process and had
reflected on the Committee’'s view of the main chall enges faced by States
parties in the region. Both government and non-governmental organization
representatives participated in the workshop, whose main objective was the
sharing of exanples of best practices wih respect to inplenentation of the
Convention, based on the experience of States parties. The workshop was al so
designed to explore the possibility of establishing coordination mechanisnms to
assist States in establishing programres that would i nprove the living
conditions of children and further inplementation of the Convention. The

wor kshop brought together persons actively concerned with the inplenentation
of the Convention who needed further training in its requirements. During the
same visit, Ms. Mason was received by the President of the Republic of the

Phi |l i ppi nes, M. Joseph Estrada. The President pointed out his intention of
referring to the inportance of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in
the speech he would deliver during the neeting of the Association of
Sout h- East Asi an Nations (ASEAN) that was about to take place in Manil a.
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188. M. Kol osov nentioned his participation in the annual Sumer Course on
Children’s Rights held in Ghent, Belgium from 27 June to 4 July 1998.

M. Kol osov was present from2 to 4 July and lectured to participants on the
juridical significance of the Convention on the R ghts of the Child and on the
met hods of work of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. He had al so
participated in the Conference on Conmercial Sexual Exploitation of Children
in the Baltic Sea Region, held in Tallin, Estonia, on 3 and 4 Septenber 1998,
and on 29 Septenber 1998 had taken part in a conference on the establishnent
of Onbudsnen for children in Italy, held in Rone, at which he had delivered
the keynote speech, focusing on the inportance of the role of Orbudsperson and
on the Commttee’'s views on the issue. He had al so been asked to deliver the
concl uding comments for the neeting, and in addition was interviewed for
Italian radio stations.

189. Ms. Mokhuane informed the Conm ttee about her participation in a
conference and training session for non-governmental organizations and for

UNI CEF officials in the East and South-West Africa region on the situation of
children in arnmed conflict, held in Kenya from2 to 7 Septenber 1998. She had
been invited by the UNI CEF East Africa office as a resource person and had
presented a paper on psychosocial care as a right of the child fromthe
perspective of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The conference had
focused on the guiding principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
inrelation to arned conflict, and stressed the need to focus on healing,
rather than on trauma, for children to participate in their own recovery, as
wel | as the provision of appropriate psychosocial services across all sectors
and the reinforcement of existing social services. As a result of the

trai ning session, a request was made for the Commttee to pronote the adoption
of the Optional Protocol on Children in Armed Conflict, so as to raise the

m ni mum age of recruitnment into arnmed forces or involvement in armed conflict
from1l5 to 18 years.

190. Ms. Palnme informed the Committee about her participation, together with
M. Kol osov, in the Conference on Comrercial Sexual Exploitation of Children
in the Baltic Sea Region, at which she had delivered the opening address. She
had al so taken part in a conference on children in the asylum process, wth
partici pants from around Europe, organized by the Department of Foreign
Affairs of Sweden in Sigtuna, Sweden, on 3 and 4 Septenber 1998, at which she
had presented a report on the activities of the Commttee, focusing on its
handling of article 22 of the Conventi on.

191. M. Rabah had attended a series of seminars on child rights and juvenile
justice for judges-to-be and social workers held in Beirut from 30 June to

3 July 1998 and organized in collaboration with the Institute of Judicia

Studi es, UNICEF, Terre des Hommes and the International Centre for Crine
Prevention in response to the concl udi ng observations of the Conmttee on the
report presented by Lebanon in 1995, which enphasized the need to train the
various categories of professionals dealing with juvenile delinquents.

192. Ms. Sardenberg had chaired the Panel on Judicial and Adm nistrative
Cooperation in Fam |y Law Matters held in The Hague on 4 July 1998. The pane
was sponsored by The Hague Conference on Private International Law, as part of
an initiative by the T_MC. Asser Institute in the context of the celebration
of the 750th anniversary of the city of The Hague. Ms. Sardenberg stressed
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the rel evance of the Convention on the Rights of the Child as the ngjor

i nternational legal reference for the protection of children’s rights, as it

i ncorporated the perspective of their rights in all matters relating to
children and provided the inspiration for a new ethical approach based on the
denocratic participation of the child. Menbers of the panel had raised the
guestion of the devel opment of cooperative nechanisns within the franmework of
The Hague Conventions relating to the protection of children, as well as on
the specific issue of child abduction. Ms. Sardenberg nentioned that the
format and contents of the Panel highlighted the concrete possibilities raised
by the conplenentarity and interaction between the Convention on the Rights of
the Child and The Hague Conventions for the protection of children at al

| evel s.

193. From 25 to 26 June 1998, Ms. Karp had chaired the first neeting of the
Coordi nati on Panel on Techni cal Advice and Assistance in Juvenile Justice
(established by the Econom ¢ and Social Council in its resolution 1997/30),
held in Vienna. The objective of the Panel was to enhance, coordinate and
strengthen technical cooperation in the area of juvenile justice. The

Coordi nati on Panel was conposed of the Comrittee on the Rights of the Child,
the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts (OHCHR), UNI CEF, the
Centre for International Crine Prevention (ClICP) and the International Network
on Juvenile Justice, which |inked non-governmental organizations working in
the area. Ms. Mary Robinson, United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human

Ri ghts, had opened the neeting. OHCHR had presented to other nenbers of the
Coordi nati on Panel the prelimnary survey on technical advice and assistance
on issues covered by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, prepared under
the Plan of Action to strengthen the inplenentation of the Convention. The
meeti ng had provided an ideal framework for the work carried out under the

Pl an of Action to facilitate, through limted and targeted projects, follow up
of the recomendati ons fornulated by the Conmittee in the area of juvenile
justice. The Panel made the follow ng six recomrendati ons:

(a) Menmbers of the Panel would take all appropriate nmeasures and
coordinate their action to establish new reinforce existing technica
assi stance projects in the area of juvenile justice in six countries (Uganda,
Bangl adesh, Cuatenal a, Lebanon, Philippines and Viet Nan;

(b) Menmbers of the Panel would review the draft training manual on
juvenile justice, “The child crimnal justice manual”, comm ssioned by ClICP
Members of the Panel should al so express their potential interest in joint
publication of this manual

(c) Regar di ng the proposed “nodel |aw’ for juvenile justice el aborated
by two ClICP experts, the Panel agreed on the need to inprove the existing
draft. For that purpose, it was suggested that a small group of experts neet
to finalize the project. Such a neeting could be sponsored by the Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs of Austria.

(d) The draft “information kit on technical cooperation in the area of
juvenile justice” was presented to the nenbers of the Panel. It was agreed
that it still needed to be inmproved. Once finalized the information kit would
be sent regularly to States parties two to three nonths before their
representatives came to Geneva to discuss their report with the Commttee on
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the Rights of the Child. |If requested by States parties, staff of OHCHR

and/ or UNI CEF and/or the International Network for Juvenile Justice would neet
wi th del egations to discuss possible technical cooperation projects in the
area of juvenile justice. The information kit could be sent to States parties
by OHCHR together with the Iist of issues;

(e) At the country level, UN CEF representatives would follow up on
the recomrendati ons nade by the Cormittee on the Rights of the Child
following the consideration of States' reports during its seventeenth and
ei ghteenth sessions, especially in the field of juvenile justice;

() The Panel noted with great appreciation the publication of the
prelimnary survey on technical advice and assistance under the Convention on
the Rights of the Child undertaken by OHCHR under the Plan of Action to
strengthen i nplenentati on of the Convention. It welconed the fact that the
survey woul d be updated regularly by OHCHR and its partners. It recomrended
that the section regarding OHCHR be nmerged with the one covering other
United Nations agencies and bodies. It also recomended that the survey be
put on the OHCHR Website. The Panel also recommended that, in the long term
the survey be extended to non-governmental organizations. |In that regard, the
pl anned dat abase on technical assistance projects in the area of juvenile
justice could serve as a starting base.

194. M. Fulci infornmed the menbers of the Committee on the neeting of the
United Nations Security Council on 29 June 1998 regarding children in arnmed
conflict, in which M. Oara Qunnu, Special Representative of the
Secretary-General on children in arned conflicts had participated. M. Fulci
noted that it had been the first time the Security Council had held a neeting
specifically focusing on a child rights issue. M. Fulci also nentioned that
during its annual Executive Board neeting (8-11 Septenber 1998), UN CEF had
adopted a nediumterm plan for the period 1998-2001 which strongly reaffirned
that child rights were gradually becom ng central to UN CEF country
programes. He also inforned the Conmmttee on the new | aw regardi ng sexua
expl oitation, approved in Italy by the Senate on 30 July 1998; it also covered
the i ssue of sexual tourisminvolving children. Finally, M. Fulci discussed
the results of the Diplomatic Conference held in Rome in June 1998 at which
the International Crimnal Court was established. He specified that sone
child rights conponents had been reflected in the statute of the Court.

B. Cooperation with United Nations and ot her conpetent bodies

195. During the pre-sessional working group to the present session, held
from8-12 June 1998, the Committee held various neetings with United Nations
bodi es and specialized agencies, as well as of other conpetent bodies, in the
framework of its ongoing dial ogue and interaction with these bodies in the
light of article 45 of the Convention

196. On 8 June 1998, representatives for the Wrld Health Organi zati on (WHO)
briefed the Comm ttee on recent changes in their organization and the
resulting inpact on the work of the Conmittee. They specified that WHO woul d
in the future integrate human rights in a nore systematic manner in its
activities and that its support to the reporting process of the Conmttee
woul d be reinforced.



CRC/ C/ 80
page 47

197. On 9 June 1998, the Committee held a neeting with M. Trond WAge,
Orbudsman for Children in Norway and Chair of the European Network of
Onbudspersons for Children (ENOC). He presented the nmain aspects of his work
as QOrbudsperson in Norway and the objectives of ENOC, he al so discussed with
menbers of the Committee the different structures and mandates wi thin which
Orbudspersons for children function in many countries and highlighted

achi evenents which could be realized through this type of independent
mechani sm

198. On 11 June 1998, Committee nmenbers nmet with two representatives of the
United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Refugees, who updated them regarding the
current main areas of concern to that organization regarding children: |ack
or insufficient access to education for children living in refugee canps;
detention of asylum seeking children; absence of systematic birth registration
in refugee canps or settings; difficulties encountered by States in

i mpl enenting the child s right to famly reunification and forced mlitary
recrui tment of refugee children and adol escents.

199. During the session, the Committee held nmeetings with United Nations

bodi es and specialized agencies, as well as other competent bodies in the

framework of its ongoing dial ogue and interaction with these bodies in the
light of article 45 of the Convention

200. On 22 September 1998, the Conmittee met with Ms. Judith Ennew, who
presented the main results of a project devel oped by Childwatch International
an international research network set up to facilitate and support the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. M. Ennew
referred to previous neetings with the Cormittee and di scussed the results of
the project, “Mnitoring children’s rights: indicators for children's rights
project”, developed in response to the need expressed by the Conmittee to be
provided with specific indicators following a right-by-right approach (see
CRC/ C/16). Five country case studi es (Senegal, Zi nbabwe, Viet Nam Thail and
and Ni caragua) had served to identify the main issues that nust be addressed
so that the data used to nonitor the inplenmentation of children’s rights could
be converted into proper statistics, and then transformed into nore
appropriate indicators which could be used to nonitor change over tine. One
conmponent of the project had been to provide training to civil servants in
that area. The current phase would end in Decenmber 1998. The Commrittee hoped
that Childwatch International would continue its work in that area and keep
the Conmittee periodically inforned.

201. On 30 Septenber 1998, the Committee held a neeting with

M. Stuart Maslen, Coordinator of the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child

Sol diers, recently |launched by a steering commttee of internationa

non- gover nnent al organi zations, including Amesty International, Human Ri ghts
Watch, International Federation Terre des Hommes, International Save the
Children Alliance, Jesuit Refugee Service, Friends Wrld Commttee for

Consul tation (Quakers), and Defence for Children International. The Committee
wel coned the Coalition's plans for a major international canpaign to nmobilize
public opinion and political will in favour of the adoption of an optiona

protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the invol venent of
children in armed conflicts ained at the | egal prohibition of any form of
partici pation by persons under 18 years of age in armed conflict, including
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their voluntary or mandatory recruitnment. The Coalition’s canpaign plans
i ncluded the holding of a series of regional conferences in 1999 to
di ssem nate i nformation, plan action and build up nomentumin States in favour

of the adoption of the optional protocol. They would culmnate in an
i nternational conference in the year 2000 which would i ssue a decl aration
supported by a |l arge nunber of States. |In answer to questions fromthe

Committee, M. Maslen indicated that Coalition nenbers were active in
proposi ng draft formul ations for the optional protocol and had al so been
wor ki ng cl osely, among ot her agencies and bodies, with the Ofice of the
United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, with UNICEF and with the

O fice of the Special Representative of the Secretary-Ceneral on the |npact of
Armed Conflict on Children, nost recently in connection with the use of child
soldiers in conflicts in sone States parties to the Convention

202. The Conmittee also net, on 6 Cctober 1998, with

Ms. Catherine von Heidenstam the newly appointed Chairperson-Rapporteur of

t he worki ng group of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts, set up pursuant to

Conmi ssion resolution 1994/91 to exanm ne the question of a draft optiona
protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the invol venent of
children in armed conflicts. The Chairperson of the working group reported to
the Conmittee on the conduct of negotiations, the |ack of success in adopting
a draft text at the |last neeting of the working group, held in February 1998,
and the extensive consultations she had been hol ding, as nandated by the
Commission in its resolution 1998/76, to establish how agreenent could be
reached and the best way for the formal negotiations to proceed. The
Committee wel comed the opportunity to di scuss those devel opments with the
Chai rperson of the working group. By a letter dated 9 Cctober 1998, the

Chai rperson of the Commttee transmtted the coments of the Commttee for
inclusion in the report to be prepared by the Secretary-General for the next
session of the working group.

203. During the discussion, the Comrittee restated its strong support for the
adoption of an optional protocol, recalling that the drafting process had
originated in response to a request fornmul ated by the Comrittee during its
general discussion day on children in armed conflicts in 1992, at its second
session. The Conmittee urged, once again, all States parties to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child to consider the need to adopt an
optional protocol to the Convention which would prohibit the recruitnent,

i ncludi ng voluntary enlistnment, of children under the age of 18 and their
direct or indirect involvenent in armed conflicts. The Comrittee attaches the
greatest inportance to this drafting exercise, having expressed its concern at
the negative effect of arnmed conflicts on children fromthe beginning of its
exam nation of the reports of States parties and havi ng repeatedly encouraged
States parties to adopt decisive neasures, in particular raising to 18 years
the age for voluntary or mandatory recruitnment into arned forces. The
Committee reiterated its repeatedly expressed view that a new | egal instrunent
was required to strengthen the levels of protection ensured by the Convention
and expressed its hope that agreenent on the adoption of an optional protoco
woul d allow States parties to denonstrate their renewed comm tment to
safeguarding the rights of the child, before the tenth anniversary of the
adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Comrittee recalled
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that the adoption of such an optional protocol would provide an opportunity
for States parties who were in a position to do so, and only for them to
accept its provisions.

204. On 6 October 1998, the Committee held a nmeeting with United Nations
bodi es and specialized agencies, as well as other conmpetent bodies, in the
framework of its ongoing dial ogue and interaction with those bodies in the
light of article 45 of the Convention

205. The representatives of UNICEF drew the attention of the Comrittee to the
i mm nent publication of the State of the Wirld’s Children, the 1998 edition of
whi ch woul d focus on the right to education. They also informed the Conmittee
about the interest attracted by an article on the inportance of birth

regi stration as a fundamental right, included in The Progress of Nations 1998.
UNI CEF had al so published UNICEF and Humanitarian Crises, which provided an
overview of its operational and programme strategies. UN CEF representatives
al so informed the Committee about two projects of particular relevance to the
i mpl enentati on of the Convention. |In the first, the consultants who had
prepared the |Inplenentati on Handbook woul d be devel oping a Living Guide in

whi ch detailed informati on on positive nmodels and exanpl es of general neasures
of inplenmentati on would be conpiled that woul d be avail abl e through the
Internet. In the second, UNICEF would focus on the right of children to
express their views and woul d develop a project in 10 pilot countries to

expl ore strategi es which could be used to ensure genuine and representative

i nvol venent of children in the process of nonitoring the inplenmentation of the
Convention and in the process of reporting to the Cormittee.

206. A representative of the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Comi ssioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) informed the Committee about recent changes in policy and
structure involving the establishment of new positions of policy advisers on
refugee children in four regional offices; those changes were designed to
ensure that increasing attention was given to the specific needs of refugee
children. UNHCR had recently submitted comments on the draft optiona

protocol on the involvenment of children in armed conflict and on the draft
optional protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child

por nography. The representative of UNHCR al so informed the Commttee that
budgetary constraints were putting at risk some of UNHCR s efforts to ensure
access to adequate education services for refugee children. Enphasis had al so
been pl aced recently on “peace education” programes which sought to raise
awar eness about tol erance and conflict resolution nmechanisnms, as a
contribution to preventing incidents of raci smand xenophobia that ni ght
eventual ly result in refugee crises. The Committee was al so i nformed about
efforts to deal with the problem of sexual exploitation of refugee children
and in particular the difficulties faced by refugee wonen and girls, who could
run a high risk of being raped.

207. A representative of the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
(OHCHR) briefed the Comrittee on activities undertaken by the O fice which
were of particular relevance to children’s rights. The Conmittee was provi ded
wi th updated reports on the work of, inter alia, the working group drafting
the optional protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
por nography, and the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography, whose next report to the Comm ssion on
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Human Rights woul d deal with trafficking. Trafficking was also a priority

i ssue for the Working G oup on Contenporary Forns of Slavery of the

Sub- Commi ssi on on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities.
The Hi gh Commi ssioner had al so decided to give priority to that subject, and a
proj ect had been drawn up to raise public awareness w thout overlapping with
existing activities, primarily by introducing the issue at the highest
political level, in nmeetings held by the Hi gh Conmm ssi oner

208. The Conmittee was also informed about the |atest activities of the NGO
Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which had recently issued
a revised version of its guide for non-governnmental organizations reporting to
the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

209. From7 to 9 Cctober 1998, UN CEF organi zed an expert consultation on
“Preventing violence in the famly” in CGeneva, in which three nmenbers of the
Committee, Ms. Karp, Ms. Moi and Ms. Mkhuane, participated. The
consultation was followed on 9 Cctober 1998 by a public briefing session

i nvol ving menmbers of the Commttee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation

agai nst Wnen and of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, which
explored the role of both treaty bodies in the prevention of violence in the
famly. Ms. Karp presented a statement on “The Convention on the Ri ghts of
the Child: perspectives on the prevention of violence in the famly” on
behal f of the Conmittee.

C. Ceneral discussion on children living in a world with H V/ Al DS

210. In the light of rule 75 of its provisional rules of procedure, the
Committee on the Rights of the Child has decided periodically to devote one
day of general discussion to a specific article of the Convention or to a
theme in the area of the rights of the child in order to enhance understandi ng
of the contents and inplications of the Convention

211. At its seventeenth session, the Commttee decided to devote its next day
of general discussion, to be held on 5 October 1998, to the issue of “Children
living in a world with H V/ AIDS".

212. In an outline prepared to guide the general discussion, the Conmttee
poi nted out that the H V/ AIDS epidem c had drastically changed the world in
which all children lived. MIllions of children had been infected and died
wor | dwi de since the beginning of the epidem c. Later research had pointed out
that women and children, initially considered to be only marginally affected,
were increasingly becomng infected; the majority of new infections in nmany
parts of the world concerned young peopl e between the ages of 15 and 24.
Younger children were predom nantly infected by H V-positive nothers who were
not aware of their infection and transmitted the virus to their children
before or during birth or through breastfeeding. Adolescents were also highly
vul nerable to HHV/AIDS, and nore so because their early sexual experiences
often took place w thout access to proper information. The epidem c had al so
i ncreased victim zation of children living in particularly difficult

ci rcunstances, who were at greater risk of infection, which in turn led to
stigmatization and greater discrimnation. The Conmttee stressed the

rel evance of the rights contained in the Convention on the Rights of the Child
to prevention efforts, recalling that H V/ AIDS was often seen primarily as a
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medi cal problem while the holistic, rights-centred approach required to
i npl enment the Convention was nmore appropriate to the nuch broader range of
i ssues which nust be addressed by prevention and care efforts.

213. The Comrittee identified five main areas to be considered during the day
of general discussion

(i) ldentifying and understanding the rights of children living in a
world with H V/ AIDS and eval uating their status at the nationa
| evel ;

(ii) Pronmoting the general principles of the Convention in the context
of HI V/ AIDS, including non-discrimnation and participation

(iii) ldentifying best practices in the inplementation of rights related
to the prevention of H V/AIDS infection, and the care and
protection of children infected or affected by the epidemc

(iv) Contributing to the fornmulation and pronotion of child-oriented
policies, strategies and programmes to prevent and conbat
HI V/ Al DS

(v) Pronmoting the adoption at the national |evel of approaches
inspired by the international guidelines on H V/AIDS and
human rights jointly issued by the Ofice of the United Nations
Hi gh Commi ssi oner for Human Rights and the Joint United Nations
Programe on H V/ Al DS.

214. As for previous thematic discussions, the Commttee invited
representatives of United Nations organs, bodies and specialized agencies, as
wel | as other conpetent bodies, including non-governnmental organizations,
research and academ ¢ organi zati ons, individual experts and children, to
contribute to the discussion.

215. Several organizations and individual experts submtted contributions and
ot her relevant docunents on this thene. The list of these contributions is
contained in annex VI.

216. Representatives of the follow ng organizations and bodi es partici pated
in the day of general discussion

Gover nment al _bodi es

Per manent M ssion of Germany to the United Nations O fice at Geneva,
Per manent M ssion of Sweden to the United Nations Ofice at Geneva,
Swedi sh I nternational Devel opnment Agency (S| DA).

United Nations entities and specialized agencies

Food and Agriculture Oganization of the United Nations, Internationa
Labour Organi zation, the Joint United Nations Progranme on

H V/ AIDS (UNAIDS), the NGO Liaison Ofice of the United Nations O fice
in CGeneva, the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Comr ssioner for Human



CRC/ C/ 80
page 52

Rights, the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssi oner for Refugees,
the United Nations Children's Fund, the World Heal th Organi zation

Non- gover nnent al _or gani zati ons

Associ ati on Francgoi s- Xavi er Bagnoud (FXB) Uganda, Arab Organi zation for
Human Ri ghts, Casa Alianza, Children's Forum 21, Children's Rights
Ofice (UK), Coalition Against Trafficking in Wnen, Defence for
Children International (DCl), DCl |srael, Enfants du nonde-Droits

de | honme, Federation for the Protection of Children's Human Ri ghts
(Japan), FXB Centre for Health and Human Ri ghts, International Baby Food
Action Network, International Council of Wmen, International Federation
of Social Wirkers, International |Inner \Weel, International Wnen's

Ant hr opol ogy Conference, International Wmen's R ghts Action

Watch (1 WRAW, New Humanity, NGO Group on the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, NGO G oup/Focal Point on Sexual Exploitation, NGO Wrking
Group on Nutrition, Save the Children International Alliance, Save the
Children UK, Save the Children USA, Swedish Save the Children, Wrld
Federati on of Methodi st Wonen, World Association of Grl Guides and Grl
Scouts, Wrld Vision International

217. The neeting was opened by Ms. Sandra Mason, Chairperson of the
Committee, who wel coned participants and expressed the hope that the

di scussion woul d be a source of useful information, facilitate understanding
of the relevant issues and lead to the formulation of recomrendati ons that
woul d assist the Committee, States parties, and other partners in their
pronmoti on of the inplenmentation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
She rem nded participants of the key objectives set by the Cormittee for the
day of discussion.

218. The first half of the norning session was dedicated to the statenents by
the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights, Ms. Mary Robi nson, by the Executive
Director of the Joint United Nations Programe on HI V/ Al DS (UNAI DS),

M. Peter Piot, by the Rapporteur of the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
M's. Nafsiah Moi, and by four young representatives of the Children' s Forum
of Nepal .

219. The Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts wel comed the hol ding of a

di scussion day on the thene of children living in a world with H V/ Al DS
Infants, young children and adol escents were all confronted with a serious
chall enge to the enjoynent of their rights as a result of the pandemic. The
Convention on the Rights of the Child and in particular the four genera
principles that it enunciated, provided a powerful framework for efforts to
reduce the negative inpact of the disease on the lives of children. She
enphasized the limts on a child' s capacity to influence his or her own
behavi our or that of others to prevent HV infection, often conmpounded by the
deni al of access to information. She drew the attention of participants to
the rel evance of the international guidelines on H V/AI DS and human rights,
el aborated jointly by her O fice and UNAI DS

220. M. Piot highlighted the need to find ways to ensure that the needs of
children were fully considered in H V/AIDS prevention and care strategies and
the potential of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and human rights
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treaties in general, in work on HV and AIDS. He recalled that UNAIDS has

al ready used the thene of “Children living in a world with AIDS” to raise

awar eness about the integration of the needs of children into activities that
were mainly being targeted at adults. M. Piot pointed out that mllions of
children were now infected by H'V, while even nore were affected by the
epidemic as it spread through their famlies and conmunities. UNAIDS was
concentrating on the potential of young people to help change the course of
the epidenmic, as prevention efforts could work spectacul arly well anmong young
people. He shared with participants the four main | essons that UNAIDS had
learnt: first, that adol escents were effective peer educators for HV
prevention; second, that schools nmust teach “life-skills education”, that was
to say, skills in comrunicating on sexuality and healthy living; third, the
need for youth friendly health services; and fourth, that children needed to
be active participants in the search for a response to the epidemc. The key
objective for H V/AIDS policies dealing with children nust be to enpower
children to protect thenmselves. In addition, efforts to confront the epidenic
nmust deal with structural factors which made it inpossible for people to
protect thenselves, including generalized attitudes which served as barriers
to education and the provision of health services. The process of reporting
to the Conmttee on the Rights of the Child provided an ideal opportunity for
all partners at the national level to assess progress in prevention and care,
and to map out future courses of action. He concluded by rem nding
participants that the bottomline in H'V prevention was the need to apply what
is known to work, even when it required tough and unpopul ar political choices.
That included investing resources in putting young people at the centre of the
response to the epidem c and enpowering themto be forces for change.

221. Ms. Mooi said that the Committee on the Rights of the Child was | ooking
for ways to increase its effectiveness in helping to nobilize gl obal awareness
and action on behalf of the children who now faced a special risk in a world
with AIDS. She rem nded participants that what had initially been seen as a
heal th probl em had i ncreasingly been recognized as a highly conpl ex phenonenon
where many different factors canme into play. The Convention on the Rights of
the Child, with its conprehensive approach, was particularly relevant to the
experience of children with HHV AIDS. It was explicit, for exanple, about the
right of children to protection agai nst poverty, sexual abuse or sexua
exploitation, and equally clear about the right to education, access to

i nformati on, or adequate health care. The indivisible and interdependent
nature of the Convention's articles nade it a uniquely appropriate tool to
promote a child' s enpowerment. The protection of rights could save a life, or
ensure an acceptable quality of life for a child infected and/or affected by
H'V and AIDS. She then pointed out the interrelation between the three topics
of discussion chosen for the norning session, non-discrimnation, prevention
and care. In conclusion, Ms. Mpoi enphasized that while Governnents had a
primary responsibility in pronoting and protecting children's rights,
experience had taught the Conmittee that the |larger the role played by civi
society, the greater the likelihood that rights would be well reflected in

| ocal and national agendas. O course, the role that young people could and
should play in HV/ AIDS matters was even nore essenti al

222. Four young representatives of the Children's Forum of Nepal also nmade
brief statenents. Tejman Rai ka described the activities of the Forum which
had all owed himto | earn about the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and
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to request and receive information on H V/ AIDS which could be passed on to

ot her nmenbers of the Forum through peer education. Radhika M shra nmentioned
early marriage as a particularly inmportant problem as it interrupted
education, in particular that of young girls, who were then cut off from
access to informati on and becone nore vul nerable to H V/ AIDS, which could be
transmitted to them by their own husbands. Unfortunately, sone ol der men held
the m staken belief that their infection could be cured through sexual contact
with young girls. Sandesh Koirala said that reluctance to tal k about sex was
a strong characteristic of national culture that |inmted access to information
about safe sex. Infected children lost their right to survival, while those
affected through the infection of their parents mght see their right to
education and devel opment conprom sed. Ganga Rinmal expl ained that young
people active in the Children's Forum had sought to increase know edge about
HI V/ AI DS anmong their peers, to discuss those issues with them to give

| ectures in their schools and to conduct conpetitions anbong ot her students.
The children pointed out that their own education efforts were nore rel evant
to other children, and that they needed adults to allow themto carry out
those activities and to support their initiatives, giving equal weight to
children's and adult's rights. They would |ike to see H V/ Al DS education
integrated into the school curricula, health services made nore youth
friendly, increased support provided to street children and, in general

better education and opportunities made available to children

223. UNICEF presented a CD-Rom projection on “Children living in a world with
H V/ AIDS: new chal | enges, new choi ces”, which described graphically the
i npact that the pandem c was having on the lives of children around the worl d.

224. After the introductory statements, Ms. Sofia Guskin, fromthe
Frangoi s- Xavi er Bagnoud Centre for Health and Human Ri ghts, enphasized that

al t hough the three di scussion groups would focus on non-discrimnation
prevention and care issues, in practice prevention and care were increasingly
recogni zed as being part of the sane continuum and as conpl enentary rather
than distinct strategies to address the epidemc, while the issue of

non-di scrimnation was al so a key conponent of prevention and care strategies.
Addressing the issue of non-discrimnation would start the discussion fromthe
poi nt of view of rights, while prevention and care often started their

anal ysis of H V/ AIDS problenms fromthe point of view of public health
strategi es, although in fact they required a much nore conprehensive approach

225. The participants then divided into three groups for the rest of the
norni ng session. Discussion Goup |, on “Non-discrimnation” was chaired

by Ms. Lisbeth Palme; M. Mark Connolly and Ms. Mriam Mal uwa, both of

UNAI DS, served as facilitators for the discussion and the rapporteur was

M's. Cecilia Thonmpson, of the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human

Ri ghts. Discussion Goup Il, on “Prevention” was chaired by

Ms. Queeni e Mokhuane, with Ms. Sofia Guskin, of the FXB Centre for Health
and Hurman Rights serving as facilitator and Ms. Gerison Lansdown, of the
Children's Rights Ofice (UK) as rapporteur. Discussion Goup IIl, on “Care”
was chaired by Ms. Nafsiah Moi; M. Bertil Linblad, of UNI CEF, was the
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facilitator and M. Markus Stal hoffer, of the Wirld Health Organi zation
served as rapporteur. M. Bruce Abranson, a consultant for UNAIDS, served as
rapporteur for the day of discussion

226. During the afternoon session, the rapporteurs of the three discussion

groups presented to the plenary neeting the main issues of concern that had

been identified by each group. The presentation of the results of the group
di scussions was foll owed by a general discussion. At the end, M. Abramnson,
rapporteur for the day of discussion, presented a summary of the nmain issues
rai sed during the day.

227. The discussions enphasi zed the interconnection between H V/ Al DS-rel ated
strategies and a rights-centred approach to the child. It was suggested that
HI V/ AIDS was similar to other problens faced by children, in that the sane
factors that conprom sed the enjoynment of other rights increased the

vul nerability of children in the context of the H V/AIDS epidemc. They

i ncl uded, for exanple, poverty, gender discrimnation and the difficulties
faced by children in need of special protection, whether institutionalized,
living in the streets, involved in armed conflicts or substance abuse,
expl oi ted and abused, etc. The holistic approach enshrined in the Convention
on the Rights of the Child nmeant that pronoting its inplementation could be a
powerful tool in addressing the needs of children suffering fromthe tragic
consequences of the epidemc. Further dissem nation of and training on the
Convention was needed in the context of H V/AIDS efforts. However, a point
that attracted attention was the need to avoid singling out H V/AlIDS for
special attention that ignored sinmlar problenms faced by other children. For
exanpl e, strategies designed to provide care for the growi ng number of orphans
that the epidenm c was causing must be targeted to all orphans in the
comunity; focusing solely on those orphaned by AIDS nust be avoi ded.

228. Participants referred to the need to make nore and better use of

exi sting and new international |egal instruments that would assist in the
effort to inprove H V/ AIDS prevention and care. Wile repeated reference was
made to the international guidelines on H V/AIDS and human rights, other

i nstruments could al so be of use. For exanple, the new | LO standards were

i ntended to prevent the worst fornms of child “labour” that contributed to

i ncreased vul nerability, including the sale and trafficking of children, child
prostitution, involvenent of children in the production and trafficking of
drugs, etc.

229. The discussion identified several areas in which States should be
encouraged to review existing |aws or enact new |l egislation: to fully

i mpl enent article 2 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and in
particular to prohibit discrimnation based on real or perceived HV status;
to guarantee inheritance rights and security of tenure for children
irrespective of their gender; to regulate the m nimum age for access to health
counselling, care and welfare benefits; to guarantee the right of children to
have access to H V-related information and to voluntary testing, as well as to
protecti on agai nst mandatory testing; to protect children against sexual abuse
and provide for rehabilitation of victinms and the prosecution of perpetrators;
and to recogni ze the specific rights of the child to privacy and
confidentiality with respect to H V/ Al DS
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230. Participants agreed on the need to recognize that children were hol ders
of rights and had a right to participate, in accordance with their evol ving
maturity, in the devel opment of policies and programres related to H V/ Al DS

i nformati on and education. Children had a right to express their opinion and
have it taken into account. The children from Nepal requested that the
programes and policies prepared by States, international agencies and NGOs
provi de the support that would allow children to participate fully and
actively in the planning and inplenmentation of strategies designed to provide
H V/ Al DS prevention and care in a non-discrimnatory manner. The
participation of children and adol escents, and in particular girls, as peer
educators, both within and outside of schools should be actively pronoted.
Young peopl e should, in particular, be involved in the design and devel opnent
of health-care policies and programes, including conprehensive adol escent
reproductive health policies. The natural solidarity of young people should
be the basis for encouraging children to participate as care givers according
to their evolving capacity. Participants pointed out that it was inportant to
address the barriers that existed to effective participation of children
often rooted in the attitudes of adults.

231. It became apparent fromthe discussion that the informati on avail able
was not reaching all those who needed to have access to it, as was evi denced
by the persistence of fears and nyths relating to HV/AIDS. For exanple,
partici pants conmented on the connection between child prostitution and

H V/ AIDS: the dangerously m staken nyth that younger prostitutes were |ess
likely to transnmit the virus was draggi ng nore and ever younger girls and boys
into prostitution. \When appropriate information/education/conmunication
canpai gns were carried out, they could work, but strategies nust go beyond the
provision of information to a search for effective ways to change attitudes.
Access to information was identified as a fundanental human right, which
shoul d beconme the key el enment of prevention strategies; denial of the child's
right to information conprom sed the enjoynent of many other rights.
Informati on on HI V/ AlDS shoul d be made avail abl e through age-appropriate
medi a, and shoul d al so reach adults with influence over children's |ives,

i ncluding parents, teachers and health professionals, to enable themto
support children in the exercise of their rights. States should enphasize

t he provision of adequate training in H V/ AIDS-rel ated children's issues to
persons enployed in child-care agencies and institutions. Information

canpai gns shoul d be regularly evaluated to ascertain their effectiveness and
carefully targeted to reach different groups, in order to reduce fear and

m sperceptions concerning H V/ AIDS and its transm ssion. Participants

menti oned the conflict between the need to pronote policies and programes to
rai se awareness about the serious risks posed by the epidem c and the danger
of dramati zing the disease in ways that contributed to the discrimnation
suffered by those infected and affected by HHV AIDS. In that context, severa
references were nmade to the need to use | anguage carefully and avoid
term nol ogy that referred, for exanple, to children with HV/ AIDS as “victinms”
or to children orphaned by AIDS as “AlIDS orphans”.

232. States should develop H V/ AIDS and children's rights education
programmes for the nedia to ensure that the rights to privacy and
confidentiality of children affected by H V/AIDS were protected in reporting
on HV issues.
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233. The children from Nepal raised the question of the need to identify the
best strategies for channelling information about H V/AIDS to different groups
of children. States should incorporate in the school curricula materia
relating to the rights of the child, reproductive health and H V/ Al DS
Participants also referred to alternatives that had been proved to work in

di fferent situations, including involving young people in the progranmm ng

of conmunity radio stations; the use of “question books” in which children
identified the questions they wanted answered; the use of focus group

di scussions or, when possible, individual counselling for each child;

di ssem nating information on television and so reaching children who did not
attend school; or focusing on the training of trainers. The children pointed
out that different media could and nmust be used to reach different groups,
and that while peer education was probably the nost effective systemto

di ssem nate information to older children, no single strategy could reach al
children. HWV/ AIDS information and the channels used to dissenm nate it nust
be adapted to the social, cultural and econom c context, and strategies for

t he di ssemi nation of information nust take into account the diversity of

audi ence groups and be structured accordingly.

234. Inproved access to information was also a crucial issue in the provision
of care. The need to increase and dissem nate know edge of comrunity-based

HI V/ AI DS prevention and care strategies which had positive outconmes was
enphasi zed. Participants agreed that States nust reassess H V/ AIDS data
collection and analysis to ensure that they covered children as defined in the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (persons under 18 years of age). There
was an urgent need for States to collect sex and age di saggregated data, which
must informthe devel opnent of effective prevention strategies.

235. The discussion suggested that, while outright discrimnation based

on H V/ Al DS had been al ways highlighted as a problem there was now a need

to broaden the fight to include all fornms of discrimnation that contributed
to increasing the inpact of the epidenic. States, international agencies

and NGOs should attenpt to provide a supportive and enabling environnent to
address underlying prejudices and discrimnation through the pronotion of
comuni ty di al ogue and through specially designed social and health services.
They shoul d al so pronote education and training progranmes explicitly designed
to change attitudes of discrimnation and stigmatization associated with

H V/ AIDS. The Conmittee on the Rights of the Child should search for creative
strategi es to encourage the international community, as well as States, to pay
special attention to children who were particularly powerless and thus nore
vul nerable to discrimnation and HV infection.

236. Participants enphasized the dramatic inmpact, in ternms of H V/ Al DS

vul nerability, of the particularly severe discrimnation faced by girls. Lack
of control over their own lives increased their |evel of risk; when young
girls had ol der nen as sexual partners, that powerl essness was increased.
Rai si ng the age of |egal consent could help to prevent that inbal ance,

but increased the danger that public strategi es would be based on fal se
assunptions, as the average age of first sexual experience was very often nuch
| ower than the age of |egal consent. Specific targeting of young wonmen for
access to services, information and participation was underlined as an urgent
priority, while the gender-based rol es predom nant in each situation should

be carefully considered when planning strategies for specific comunities.
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Ref erence was al so nade to the particular problenms posed by discrimnation
agai nst H V-infected people, which disproportionally affected girls and
wonmen when associated with judgenental attitudes about sexual activity.
Partici pants pointed out that discrimnation based on sexual orientation was
al so of particular relevance in the context of H V/ AIDS, as honosexual boys
and girls, as well as belonging to a particularly vul nerable group, often
faced acute discrimnation.

237. There were repeated references to the need to see children as a

non- homogeneous group, and to take into account the different needs of
children of different ages, of girls, of children living in urban or rural
settings, of substance abusers, of sexually exploited or abused children, of
those involved in arnmed conflict, of disabled children, etc. Preventive
strategi es and deci sions on care strategies should be relevant to the soci al
economic, cultural and political context in which children lived. While the
best approach to care to children living in many rural or urban settings m ght
be through support to famlies, children living and/or working in the streets,
exploited children, or children living in abusive famlies mght require
alternative forms of care

238. States, international agencies and NGOs should ensure that health, care
and counselling services net the needs of children and young people. The aim
of all care policies and programes nmust be to provide child/youth oriented,
child/youth appropriate, and child/youth friendly services, and efforts were
needed to identify barriers to the provision of such youth friendly services.
A rights-centred approach recognized the child's status as a subject of
rights, and the right of children to request health services autononously,
including in the area of sexually transmtted di seases or the prevention of

t eenage pregnanci es.

239. G oups whose needs must be considered in H V/ Al DS-rel ated care incl uded
children born with H'V, children orphaned by AIDS, those whose rights were
threatened as a result of the epidenmic's inpact on health and other public
services, and traditional care givers (including fam |y nenbers and
comunities). Adequate care nust include the periodic review of the situation
of children in foster care or in need of such care.

240. Participants discussed at length the need for additional research and
for strategies that mnimzed the risk of nmother-to-child transm ssion of HV
wi t hout automatically pronoting the use of bottle-fed fornula. Alternatives
such as warmng nother's mlk to destroy the virus, or establishing
breast-m | k banks, recurring to wet-nurses, etc., needed to be better

expl ored, and health-care workers nust be trained on the availability of such
alternatives and on the need to support the nother's decisions, with primary
consi deration given to the best interests of the child.

241. The di scussi on suggested that NGOs could be a source of innovative
approaches and that they played a fundanental role in the provision of care to
many groups of children not reached by nore conventional services, but they
coul d not be expected to provide the broad coverage required for the entire
popul ati on of children. NGOs should explore the possibilities for new
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partnershi ps which could bring together organi zati ons that deal wi th human
rights, children-centred ones and Al DS-focused NGOs to | ook together for ways
to respond to the epidemc.

242. Words of thanks to all the participants were delivered in the nane of
the Committee by Ms. Awa Quedraogo. Representatives of UNAIDS thanked the
Committee for choosing the thenme for the discussion day; with nost of the
co-sponsors of UNAIDS having participated actively in the discussions, the
mai n recomrendati ons emanating fromthe day woul d become a useful reference
for their work on the epidemic, as well as for the Conmttee on the Rights of
the Child.

243. On the basis of the reconmendati ons of the discussion groups and the
general discussion that followed on the various issues, the follow ng
recommendati ons were forrmul ated by the Cormittee:

(a) States, programres and agencies of the United Nations system
and NGOs shoul d be encouraged to adopt a children's rights-centred approach
to HV/AIDS. States should incorporate the rights of the child in their
nati onal HI V/ Al DS policies and programes and include national H V/ Al DS
programe structures in national mechanisnms for nonitoring and coordinating
children's rights;

(b) States shoul d adopt and di ssem nate the International Guidelines
on HV/ AIDS and Human Ri ghts and ensure their inplenentation at the nationa
| evel . Programmes and agencies of the United Nations system as well as NGOs,
shoul d contribute to the dissem nation and inplenentation of the guidelines;

(c) The right of children to participate fully and actively in the
formul ati on and inplenmentati on of H V/ AIDS strategies, programes and policies
shoul d be fully recognized. A supportive and enabling environnent should be
provi ded, in which children are allowed to participate and receive support for
their owmn initiatives. The proven effectiveness of peer education strategies,
in particular, should be recognized and taken into account for its potentia
contribution to the mtigation of the inpact of the H V/AIDS epidem c. The
key objective of H V/AIDS policies should be to enpower children to protect
t henmsel ves;

(d) Access to information as a fundanmental right of the child should
become the key elenment in H V/ A DS prevention strategies. States should
review existing laws or enact new | egislation to guarantee the right of
children to have access to HI V/AIDS-rel ated i nformation, including to
vol untary testing;

(e) Informati on canpaigns targeting children should take into account
the diversity of audience groups and be structured accordingly. Information
on H V/ Al DS shoul d be adapted to the social, cultural and econom c context,
and it should be made avail abl e through age-appropriate nmedia and channel s of
dissem nation. In the selection of target groups, attention should be given
to the special needs of children who experience discrimnation or who are in
need of special protection. Information strategies should be evaluated for
their effectiveness in |leading to changes of attitude. Information on the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and on H V/AIDS issues, including the
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teaching of life-skills, should be incorporated in school curricula, while
different strategi es should be designed to distribute such information to
chil dren who cannot be reached through the school system

() H V/ AIDS data collected by States, and by programes and agenci es
of the United Nations system should reflect the Convention's definition of a
child (human beings under 18 years of age). Data on H V/AIDS should be
di saggregated by age and gender and reflect the situation of children |iving
in different circunmstances and of children in need of special protection
Such data should informthe design of programmes and policies targeted to
address the needs of different groups of children

(9) More information should be collected and di sseni nated on best
practices, in particular on comrunity-based approaches to H V/ Al DS whi ch have
positive outcones;

(h) More research should be carried out on nother-to-child
transm ssion, and in particular on the risks of and alternatives to
br east f eedi ng;

(i) Informati on designed to rai se awareness about the epidem c should
avoid dramatizing HV/AIDS in ways that can lead to further stigmatization for
those affected by the epidemc;

(j) States should review existing | aws or enact new |l egislation to
implement fully article 2 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, in
particular to prohibit expressly discrimnation based on real or perceived
HI 'V status and to prohibit mandatory testing;

(k) Urgent attention should be given to the ways in which gender-based
discrimnation places girls at higher risk in relation to HV/AIDS. Grls
shoul d be specifically targeted for access to services, information and
participation in H V/AIDS-rel ated progranmes, while the gender-based roles
predom nant in each situation should be carefully considered when pl anni ng
strategies for specific comunities. States should also review existing | aws
or enact new |l egislation to guarantee inheritance rights and security of
tenure for children irrespective of their gender

() Prevention and care strategi es designed to deal with the epidemc
shoul d focus on children in need of special protection, including those living
in institutions (whether social welfare ones or detention centres), those
living or working in the streets, those suffering from sexual or other types
of exploitation, those suffering fromsexual or other forns of abuse and
negl ect, those involved in arnmed conflict, etc. States should, in particular
review existing laws or enact new |l egislation to protect children against
sexual exploitation and abuse and to ensure rehabilitation of victinms and the
prosecution of perpetrators. Particular attention should also be given to
di scrimnation based on sexual orientation, as honosexual boys and girls often
face acute discrimnation while being a particularly vulnerable group in the
cont ext of HI V/ Al DS
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(m H V/ AIDS care should be defined broadly and inclusively to cover
not only the provision of nedical treatnment, but also of psychol ogica
attention and social reintegration, as well as protection and support,

i ncluding of a | egal nature;

(n) Barriers to the provision of youth friendly health services should
be identified and renpved. States should review existing |laws or enact new
| egislation to regulate the m ni num age for access to health counselling,
care and welfare benefits. The formul ati on of conprehensive adol escent
reproductive health policies should be based on the right of children to have
access to information and services, including those designed to prevent
sexually transnmitted di seases or teenage pregnancy;

(0) States should review existing | aws or enact new |l egislation to
recogni ze the specific rights of the child to privacy and confidentiality with
respect to H V/AIDS, including the need for the nmedia to respect these rights
while contributing to the dissem nation of information on H V/ Al DS

(p) States, programres and agencies of the United Nations system
and NGOs shoul d explore the possibilities for new partnerships which could
bring together organizations that deal wi th human rights, children-centred
ones and Al DS-focused ones to | ook together for ways to respond to the
epidemic and to work together in reporting to the Cormittee on the Rights
of the Child.

D. Followup to the day of general discussion on children
with disabilities

244. During the day of general discussion on the rights of children with
disabilities, held on 6 October 1997, it was decided to establish a working
group to pronmote inplenentation of the recomrendations arising fromthe day
(see CRC/C/ 69, paras. 310-339). On 6 Cctober 1998, Ms. Cerison Lansdown,
Director of the Children's Rights Ofice (UK) and Rapporteur of the discussion
day, informed the Committee of recent devel opnents concerning the
establishment of the working group. Discussions between the organizations

i nvol ved in hel ping prepare the thematic day had resulted in the
identification of the need for a coordinator to service the working group

Di sabl ed Peopl e International had agreed that the coordinator could be based
inits office in London. A funding application had been drafted setting out
the ains of the project, which were to:

(a) Form a working group of key disability and children's rights
organi zati ons together with international experts in the field;

(b) Prepare a plan of action in respect of the recomrendati ons of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child,

(c) Devel op a strategy for its inplenentation and inplenment the plan
245. These ainms woul d be pursued through the follow ng activities:

Wor ki ng closely with the Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Socia
Devel opnment of the United Nations on disabilities and the panel of
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experts on the Standard Rul es on the Equalization of Opportunities for
Persons with Disabilities and supporting their inplenentation with
regard to children with disabilities, and building up dial ogue with

di sabl ed children's groups so that their voices can be heard;

Ensuring that the working group neets and has discussions with | oca
groups of children whenever they neet, in order that its work is
i nformed by the perspectives of children

Rai si ng awareness of the situation of children with disabilities through
provi sion of statistical and personal evidence on violations of human

ri ghts agai nst them and actively challenging attitudes and practices
such as infanticide, traditional practices prejudicial to health and
devel opnent, superstition, the perception of disability as a tragedy and
the segregation of children with disabilities in separate institutions
for care, treatnment and education - all of which practices discrimnate
agai nst di sabl ed children and deny them equal opportunities to the

ri ghts guaranteed by the Convention

Produci ng exanpl es of good practice for projects, policies and

| egi sl ati on that upholds the principles and provisions of the
Convention, such as |egislation which ensures children with disabilities
the equal right to life, survival and devel opnent, and whi ch abolishes
discrimnatory |l aws on abortion and access to health care.

246. G ants have now been received and provide sufficient funding to proceed
with the working group. It is planned that the first neeting of the working
group will take place in Decenber 1998.

247. M. Bengt Lindquist, Special Rapporteur of the Conmm ssion on Socia
Devel opnent of the United Nations on disabilities has agreed to chair the

wor ki ng group, which will be conposed of representatives of the Comrmittee on
the Rights of the Child, International Save the Children Alliance, D sabled
Peopl e International, Inclusion International, the World Blind Union and the

Worl d Federation of the Deaf. There will also be a wi der reference group
conprising other interested organi zati ons and rel evant United Nations bodies
and agenci es.

I'V. DRAFT PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE TVEENTI ETH SESSI ON

248. The following is the draft provisional agenda for the twentieth session
of the Committee:

1. Adoption of the agenda.
2. Organi zati onal and other matters.
3. Submi ssion of reports by States parties in accordance with

article 44 of the Convention.
4, Consi deration of reports of States parties.

5. General comrents.
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6. Cooperation with other United Nations bodi es, specialized agencies
and ot her conpetent bodies.

7. Met hods of work of the Conmmttee.
8. Future neetings of the Commttee.
9. O her matters.

V. ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT

249. At its 505th meeting, held on 9 October 1998, the Comrittee considered
the draft report on its nineteenth session. The report was unani nously
adopted by the Committee.
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Annex |

STATES WHI CH HAVE RATI FI ED OR ACCEDED TO THE CONVENTI ON ON

St at es

Af ghani st an
Al bani a
Al geria
Andorra
Angol a

Anti gua and
Bar buda
Argentina
Ar nmeni a
Australia
Austria

Azer bai j an
Bahanmas
Bahr ai n
Bangl adesh
Bar bados

Bel ar us
Bel gi um
Belize
Beni n
Bhut an

Bol i via

Bosni a and

Her zegovi na b/
Bot swana

Brazil

Brune

Dar ussal am

Bul gari a
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi
Canbodi a
Caner oon

THE RIGHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 9 OCTOBER 1998

(191)
Dat e of signature Dat e of receipt of Date of entry
instrunent of into force

ratification/
accession a/

27 Septenber 1990 28 March 1994 27 April 1994
26 January 1990 27 February 1992 28 March 1992
26 January 1990 16 April 1993 16 May 1993
2 Cctober 1995 2 January 1996 1 February 1996
14 February 1990 5 Decenber 1990 4 January 1991
12 March 1991 5 Cctober 1993 4 Novenber 1993
29 June 1990 4 Decenber 1990 3 January 1991
23 June 1993 a/ 22 July 1993
22 August 1990 17 Decenber 1990 16 January 1991
26 January 1990 6 August 1992 5 Septenber 1992
13 August 1992 a/ 12 September 1992
30 Cctober 1990 20 February 1991 22 March 1991
13 February 1992 a/ 14 March 1992
26 January 1990 3 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
19 April 1990 9 Cctober 1990 8 Novemrber 1990
26 January 1990 1 Cctober 1990 31 Cct ober 1990
26 January 1990 16 Decenber 1991 15 January 1992
2 March 1990 2 May 1990 2 Septenber 1990
25 April 1990 3 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
4 June 1990 1 August 1990 2 Septenber 1990
8 March 1990 26 June 1990 2 Septenber 1990
6 March 1992
14 March 1995 a/ 13 April 1995
26 January 1990 24 Septenber 1990 24 Cct ober 1990
27 Decenber 1995 a/ 26 January 1996
31 May 1990 3 June 1991 3 July 1991
26 January 1990 31 August 1990 30 Septenber 1990
8 May 1990 19 COctober 1990 18 Novenber 1990
22 Septenber 1992 15 Oct ober 1992 14 Novenber 1992
25 Septenmber 1990 11 January 1993 10 February 1993

a/l Accession

b/ Succession.



St at es

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republic

Chad

Chile

Chi na

Col onbi a
Conor os
Congo

Cook I sl ands

Costa Rica
Cote d' lvoire
Croatia b/
Cuba

Cyprus

Czech
Republic b/
Denocratic
Peopl e’ s
Republ i c of
Kor ea
Denocratic
Republ i c of
Congo
Denmar k

D i bouti

Dom ni ca
Dom ni can
Republic
Ecuador

Egypt
El Sal vador

Equat ori al
Gui nea
Eritrea
Est oni a
Et hi opi a
Fiji

Dat e of signature

Dat e of receipt of

CRC/ C/ 80
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Date of entry

28

30
30
26
29

26
30

26
26

23

20
26
30

26

26

26

20

May 1990

July 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990

August 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

January 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Cct ober 1990

August 1990

March 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

January 1990
August 1990
January 1990

February 1990
January 1990

Decenmber 1993

July 1993

instrunent of

ratification/

accession

13 Decenber 1991
4 June 1992 a/

1992
1990
1990

23 April
2 Cctober
13 August

2 March 1992
28 January 1991
22 June 1993
14 Cctober 1993 a/
6 June 1997 a/

21 August 1990
4 February 1991

21 August 1991
7 February 1991

21 Septenber 1990

27 Septenber 1990
19 July 1991
6 Decenber 1990
13 March 1991

11 June 1991
23 March 1990
6 July 1990
10 July 1990

15 June 1992 a/
3 August 1994
21 Cctober 1991 a/
14 May 1991 a/
13 August 1993

into force

12 January 1992
4 July 1992

23 May 1992
1 Novenber
12 Sept ember

1990
1990

1 April 1992
27 February 1991
21 July 1993
13 Novenber
6 July 1997

1993

20 Sept enber
6 March 1991
8 COctober 1991

20 Septenber 1991
9 March 1991

1990

1 January 1993

21 COctober 1990

27 Cctober 1990
18 August 1991
5 January 1991
12 April 1991
1 July 1991
2 Sept enmber
2 Sept ember
2 Sept ember

1990
1990
1990

15 July 1992
2 Sept enmber
20 Novenber

13 June 1991
12 Sept ember

1994
1991

1993
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St at es

Fi nl and
France
Gabon
Ganbi a
Ceorgi a

Cer many
Chana

G eece

Gr enada
Guat emal a

Gui nea

Gui nea- Bi ssau
Guyana

Hai t

Holy See

Hondur as
Hungary

I cel and

I ndi a

I ndonesi a

Iran (Islamc
Republ i c of)
I raq

I rel and

| srael

Italy

Janmai ca
Japan

Jor dan
Kazakst an
Kenya

Kiri bat
Kuwai t
Kyrgyzst an
Lao People’'s
Denocratic
Republic
Latvi a

Dat e of signature

Dat e of receipt of

Date of entry

26
26
26

26
29
26
21
26

26
30
20
20

31
14
26

26

30

26

26
21
29
16
26

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
January 1990
April 1990

May 1990
March 1990
January 1990

January 1990

Sept enber 1991

Sept enber 1990
July 1990
January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
August 1990
February 1994
January 1990

June 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accession

20 June 1991
August 1990
February 1994
August 1990

June 1994 a/

N 00 ©O©-~NO

6 March 1992

5 February 1990
11 May 1993

5 Novenber

6 June 1990

1990

13 July 1990 a/
20 August 1990
14 January 1991
8 June 1995
20 April 1990

1990
1991
1992

1992 a/
1990

10 August
7 Cct ober
28 Cctober
11 Decenber
5 Sept enmber

13 July 1994

15 June 1994 a/
28 Septenber 1992
3 Cctober 1991

5 Septenber 1991

14 May 1991
22 April 1994
24 May 1991
12 August 1994
30 July 1990

11 Decenber
21 Cctober
7 Cct ober

1995 a/
1991
1994

8 May 1991 a/
14 April 1992 a/

20

11

12
15
28

13
22
23
11

10
20

into force

July 1991
Sept enber
March 1994
Sept enber
July 1994

1990

1990

April 1992
Sept enber
June 1993
Decemnber

Sept enber

1990

1990
1990

Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
February 1991
July 1995
Sept enber 1990
Sept enber 1990
Novenmber 1991
Novenber 1992
January 1993

Cct ober 1990

August 1994
July 1994

Cct ober 1992
Novenber 1991
Cct ober 1991

June 1991
May 1994
June 1991
Sept enber
Sept enber

1994
1990

January 1996
November 1991
Novenmber 1994

June 1991
May 1992



St at es

Lebanon
Lesot ho

Li beria

Li byan Arab
Jamahiriya
Li echtenstein

Li t huani a
Luxembour g
Madagascar
Mal aw

Mal aysi a

Mal di ves
Mal
Mal t a
Mar shal

I sl ands
Mauritani a

Mauri ti us
Mexi co

M cronesi a
(Feder at ed
St ates of)
Monaco
Mongol i a

Mor occo
Mozanmbi que
Myanmar
Nam bi a
Naur u

Nepa

Net her | ands
New Zeal and
Ni car agua
Ni ger

Ni geri a
Ni ue

Nor way
Oman
Paki st an

Dat e of signature

Dat e of receipt of
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page 67

Date of entry

26
21
26

30

21
19

21
26
26
14
26

26

26

26
30

26

26

26

26

26

26

20

January 1990
August 1990
April 1990

Sept enber 1990

Mar ch 1990
April 1990

August 1990
January 1990
January 1990
April 1993

January 1990

January 1990

January 1990

January 1990
Sept enber 1990

Sept enber 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Oct ober 1990
February 1990
January 1990
January 1990
January 1990

Sept enber 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accession

14 May 1991
10 March 1992
4 June 1993

15 April 1993 a/
22 Decenber 1995

31 January 1992 a/
7 March 1994
19 March 1991
2 January 1991 a/
17 February 1995 a/

11 February 1991
20 Septenmber 1990
30 Septenber 1990

4 Cct ober 1993
16 May 1991

26 July 1990 a/
21 Septenber 1990

5 May 1993 a/
21 June 1993 a/
5 July 1990

21 June 1993

26 April 1994

15 July 1991 a/
30 Septenber 1990
27 July 1994 a/

14 Sept ember 1990
6 February 1995
6 April 1993
5 Cctober 1990

30 Septenber 1990

19 April 1991

20 Decenber 1995 a/
8 January 1991

9 Decenber 1996 a/
12 Novenber 1990

into force

13 June 1991

9 April 1992
4 July 1993
15 May 1993

21 January 1996

1 March 1992
6 April 1994
18 April 1991
1 February 1991
19 March 1995

13 March 1991
20 October 1990
30 October 1990

3 Novenber 1993
15 June 1991

2 Septenber 1990
21 Cctober 1990

4 June 1993
21 July 1993
2 Septenber 1990

21 July 1993
26 May 1994
14 August 1991
30 Cctober 1990
26 August 1994

14 Cctober 1990
7 March 1995

6 May 1993

4 Novenber 1990
30 Cctober 1990

19 May 1991

19 January 1996
7 February 1991
8 January 1997
12 Decenber 1990
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St at es

Pal au
Panama
Papua

New Gui nea
Par aguay
Per u

Phi | i ppi nes
Pol and
Por t ugal

Qat ar
Republ i c of
Kor ea

Republ i c of
Mol dova
Ronmani a
Russi an
Feder ati on
Rwanda
Saint Kitts
and Nevis

Sai nt Lucia
Sai nt Vi ncent
and the

Gr enadi nes
Sanpa

San Mari no
Sao Tone

and Princi pe

Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Seychel | es
Sierra Leone
Si ngapor e

Sl ovaki a b/
Sl oveni a b/
Sol onon

I sl ands
South Africa
Spai n

Dat e of signature

Dat e of receipt of

Date of entry

26
30
26
26

26
26

25

26

26
26

26

20
30

26

13

29
26

January 1990
Sept enber 1990
April 1990
January 1990

January 1990
January 1990
January 1990
Decenber 1992
Sept enber 1990
January 1990

January 1990
January 1990

January 1990

1993
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber

January 1990

February 1990

January 1993
January 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accession

4 August
12 Decenber

1995 a/
1990

1 March 1993
25 Sept enber
4 Sept ember

1990
1990

21 August 1990
7 June 1991
21 Septenber
3 April 1995

1990

20 November 1991

26 January 1993 a/
28 Septenber 1990

16 August 1990
24 January 1991

24 July 1990
16 June 1993 a/
26 Cct ober

29 Novenber
25 Novenber

1993
1994
1991 a/

14 May 1991 a/

26 January 1996 a/
31 July 1990
7 Sept enmber
18 June 1990
5 Cctober 1995 a/

1990 a/

10 April 1995 a/
16 June 1995

6 Decenber 1990

into force

3 Septenber 1995
11 January 1991

31 March 1993
25 Cctober 1990
4 Qctober 1990
20 Septenber 1990
7 July 1991

21 Cctober 1990

3 May 1995

20 Decenber 1991

25 February 1993
28 Cct ober 1990

15 Sept ember 1990
23 February 1991

2 Septenber 1990
16 July 1993
25 Novenber

29 Decenber
25 Decenber

1993
1994
1991

13 June 1991
25 February 1996
Sept enber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept enber 1990
November 1995

ADNIDNO

=

January 1993
25 June 1991

10 May 1995
16 July 1995
5 January 1991



St at es

Sri Lanka
Sudan
Sur i name
Swazi | and
Sweden

Swit zer| and

Syrian Arab
Republic

Taj i ki stan

Thai | and

The former
Yugosl av
Republ i c of
Macedoni a b/

Togo

Tonga

Trini dad and
Tobago
Tuni si a

Tur key

Tur kneni st an
Tuval u
Uganda
Ukr ai ne
United Arab
Emrates

Uni ted Ki ngdom
Britain
and Northern

of Great

I rel and
United

Republic

of Tanzani a
Ur uguay
Uzbeki st an
Vanuat u
Venezuel a
Vi et Nam
Yenen
Yugosl avi a
Zanbi a

Zi mbabwe

Dat e of signature

Dat e of receipt of
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Date of entry

26
24
26
22
26

18

26

30
26
14

17
21

19

30
26
26
13
26
30

January 1990
July 1990

January 1990
August 1990
January 1990

May 1991

Sept enber 1990

January 1990

Sept enber 1990
February 1990
Sept enber 1990

August 1990
February 1991

April 1990

June 1990
January 1990

Sept enber 1990
January 1990
January 1990
February 1990
January 1990
Sept enber 1990

March 1990

instrunent of

ratification/

accession

12 July 1991

3 August 1990

1 March 1993

7 Septenber 1995
29 June 1990

24 February 1997

15 July 1993
26 COctober 1993 a/
27 March 1992 a/

1 August 1990
6 November 1995 a/

5 Decenber 1991
30 January 1992
4 April 1995

20 Septenber 1993 a/
22 Septenber 1995 a/
17 August 1990
28 August 1991

3 January 1997 a/

16 Decenber 1991

10 June 1991
20 Novenber 1990
29 June 1994 a/

7 July 1993

13 Sept ember 1990
28 February 1990
1 May 1991

3 January 1991

5 Decenber 1991

11 Sept enber 1990

into force

11 August 1991

2 Septenber 1990

31 March 1993
6 Cctober 1995

2 Septenber 1990

26 March 1997

14 August 1993
25 Novenber 1993
26 April 1992

17 Septenber 1991

2 Septenber 1990

6 Decenber 1995

4 January 1992
29 February 1992
4 May 1995

19 Cctober 1993
22 QOctober 1995

16 September 1990
27 Septenber 1991

2 February 1997

15 January 1992

10 July 1991
20 Decenber 1990
29 July 1994

6 August 1993
13 COctober 1990

2 Septenber 1990

31 May 1991
2 February 1991
5 January 1992

11 Cctober 199
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MEMBERSHI P OF THE COW TTEE ON THE RI GATS OF THE CHI LD
Nanme of nenber Country of nationality
M. Francesco Paol o FULCI ** Italy
M's. Judith KARP* | srael
M. Yury KOLOSOv* Russi an Federation
M ss Sandra Prunel | a MASON* Bar bados
M's. Nafsiah MBO ** I ndonesi a
Ms. Esther Margaret Queeni e MOKHUANE** South Africa
Ms. Awa N Deye OUEDRAOGO* Bur ki na Faso
M's. Lisbeth PALME* Sweden
M. Chassan Sal i m RABAH** Lebanon
M's. Marilia SARDENBERG* Brazi |

* Termexpires on 28 February 1999.

**  Term expires on 28 February 2001.



State party

Bangl adesh

Bar bados
Bel ar us
Belize
Beni n

Bhut an
Bolivia

Br azi |
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi

Chad

Chile

Costa Rica

Denocratic People's
Republic of Korea

Denocratic Republic
of the Congo

Ecuador

Egypt
El Sal vador

France
Ganbi a

STATUS OF SUBM SSI ON OF REPORTS BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 44 OF
THE CONVENTI ON ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 9 OCTOBER 1998

Date of entry into

Initial

Annex 11

reports due in 1992

force

Sept ember 1990
Novemrber
Cct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

1990
1990
1990
1990

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990
Noverber 1990

Noverber 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990

1990
1990
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1990
1990

Sept enber
Sept enber

Dat e due

Sept ember 1992
Novemrber
Cct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1992
1992
1992

Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Sept ember 1992
Noverber 1992

Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992

1992
1992
1992

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1992
1992

Sept enber
Sept enber

Date of subm ssion

15

12
12

1
22

14

7
19

14
22
28
13

16

11
23
3

8

Noverber 1995
Sept ember 1996
February 1993
Noverber 1996
January 1997

Sept ember 1992
July 1993
March 1998

January 1997
June 1993

Cct ober 1992
February 1996

February 1998

June 1996
Cct ober 1992
November 1992

April 1993

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 49

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 28

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

38 and
45
14

46
52

19
58

50
18

41

57

44

9 and

1. obed
G/ O oD



State party

Ghana

Gr enada

Guat enal a

Gui nea

Gui nea- Bi ssau

Holy See
Hondur as
I ndonesi a

Kenya
Mal

Mal t a
Mauritius
Mexi co
Mongol i a
Nam bi a
Nepa

Ni car agua
Ni ger
Paki st an
Par aguay

Per u

Phi | i ppi nes
Por t ugal
Romani a

Russi an Feder ati on

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1992 (conti nued)

force

2

=
GQON ODNDNO

20
21
28
15

Sept ember 1990
Decenber 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990

Sept ember 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990
Novenber 1990
Cct ober 1990
Decenber 1990
Cct ober 1990

Cct ober 1990

Sept ember 1990
Cct ober 1990
Cct ober 1990
Sept ember 1990

H
AOR OFR R AR

29

20

29
13

29
11
24

19
20
27
14

Dat e due

Sept ember 1992
December 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992

Sept ember 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992
Novenmber 1992
Cct ober 1992
Decenber 1992
Cct ober 1992

Cct ober 1992

Sept ember 1992
Cct ober 1992
Cct ober 1992
Sept ember 1992

Date of subm ssion

20
24

5
20

11
17

2 April

26
25
15
20
21

10
12

25
30
13

28

21
17
14
16

Noverber 1995
Sept ember 1997
January 1995

Noverber 1996

March 1994
May 1993
November 1992

1997

Decenber 1997
July 1995

Decenber 1992
Cct ober 1994
Decenber 1992

April 1995
January 1994

January 1993
August 1993 and
Novenber 1996

Cct ober 1992

Sept ember 1993
August 1994
April 1993

Oct ober 1992

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 26

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 47

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
Add. 24

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

39
55
33
48

27
17
10 and

53

56
36
11
32
12

34
25

13
22 and

7 and

23
30
16
5

z/ obed

GL O OHO



State party

Saint Kitts and Nevis
Senegal

Seychel | es

Sierra Leone

Sudan

Sweden
Togo
Uganda

Ur uguay
Venezuel a

Vi et Nam

Zi nbabwe

Angol a
Argentina

Australia
Bahamas
Bul gari a

Col onmbi a

Cdte d' lvoire
Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus

Date of subm ssion

January 1997
Sept enber 1994

April 1996

Sept ember 1992

Sept ember 1992
February 1996
February 1996
August 1995
July 1997

Sept ember 1992

May 1995

March 1993
January 1996

Sept ember 1995

April 1993

Novenmber
Cct ober

1994
1995

Initial reports due in 1992 (conti nued)

Date of entry into Dat e due
force

2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 21
2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 12
7 COctober 1990 6 October 1992

2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 10
2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 29
2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 7
2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 27
16 Sept enber 1990 15 Sept enber 1992 1
20 Decenber 1990 19 Decenber 1992 2
13 Oct ober 1990 12 October 1992 9
2 Septenber 1990 1 Septenber 1992 30
11 Oct ober 1990 10 October 1992 23

Initial reports due in 1993

4 January 1991 3 January 1993

3 January 1991 2 January 1993 17
16 January 1991 15 January 1993 8
22 March 1991 21 March 1993

3 July 1991 2 July 1993 29
27 February 1991 26 February 1993 14
6 March 1991 5 March 1993

7 November 1991 6 November 1993 8
20 Septenber 1991 19 Sept enber 1993 27
9 March 1991 8 March 1993 22

Decenber 1994

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

Add. 20

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

Add. 21

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

Add. 17

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

51
31

43
3 and

42
40
37
54

4 and

35

2 and

31

29

19
30
24

¢, obed

GL O OHO



State party

Denmar k
D i bouti
Dom ni ca

Dom ni can Republic

Est oni a

Et hi opi a
Fi nl and
Guyana
Hungary
| srael

Italy
Jamai ca

Jor dan
Kuwai t

Lao People's

Denocratic Republic

Lebanon
Madagascar
Mal aw
Mal di ves

Mauritani a

Myanmar
Ni geri a
Nor way
Panama
Pol and

Date of entry into

Initial

reports due in 1993 (conti nued)

force

18

5
12
11
20

13
20
13
6
2

5
13
23
20

7

13
18

1
13

15

14
19
7
11
7

August 1991
January 1991
April 1991
July 1991
Novenber 1991

June 1991
July 1991
February 1991
Novenber 1991
Novenber 1991

Cct ober 1991
June 1991
June 1991
Novenmber 1991
June 1991

June 1991
April 1991
February 1991
March 1991

June 1991

August 1991
May 1991
February 1991
January 1991
July 1991

17

11
10
19

12
19
12

12
22
19

12
17
31
12

14

13
18

10

Dat e due

August 1993
January 1993
April 1993
July 1993
Noverber 1993

June 1993
July 1993
February 1993
Novenber 1993
Novenber 1993

Cct ober 1993
June 1993
June 1993
Novenber 1993
June 1993

June 1993
May 1993
January 1993
March 1993

June 1993

August 1993
May 1993
February 1993
January 1993
July 1993

Date of subm ssion

14
17

10
12

28

11
25
25
23
18

21
20

14
19
30
19
11

Sept ember 1993
February 1998

August 1995
Decenber 1994

June 1996

Cct ober 1994
January 1994
May 1993
August 1996
January 1996

Decenber 1994
July 1993

July 1994

Sept ember 1995
July 1995
August 1993
Sept ember 1995
January 1994

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

Add. 37

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

8
39

27
22

34

18
12

35
32

26

28
11

and

v, obed

GL O OHO



State party

Republic of Korea
Rwanda

San Marino

Sao Tome and Princi pe
Sl oveni a

Spai n

Sri Lanka

The former Yugosl av
Republic of
Macedoni a

Ukr ai ne

United Republic of
Tanzani a

Yemen

Yugosl avi a

Al bani a
Austria
Azer bai j an
Bahr ai n
Bel gi um

Bosni a and Her zegovi na

Canbodi a

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African
Republic

Initial

reports due in 1993 (conti nued)

Date of entry into

force

20 Decenber 1991
23 February 1991
25 Decenber 1991
13 June 1991
25 June 1991

5 January 1991
11 August 1991
17 Septenber 1991

27 September 1991

10 July 1991

31 May 1991

2 February 1991

19
22
24
12
24

10
16

26

30

Initial

Dat e due

Decenber 1993
February 1993
Decenber 1993
June 1993
June 1993

January 1993
August 1993
Sept ember 1993

Sept ember 1993

July 1993

May 1993

February 1993

Date of subm ssion

17 Novenber
30 Sept enber

1994
1992

29 May 1995

10 August 1993
23 March 1994
4 March 1997

8 Cctober 1993

14 Novenber 1994

21 September 1994

reports due in 1994

28 March 1992
5 Sept enber
12 Sept enber
14 March 1992
15 January 1992

6 March 1992

14 Novenber 1992
12 January 1992
4 July 1992

23 May 1992

1992
1992

27

4
11
14
14

5
15
11

3
23

March 1994
Sept enber
Sept enber
March 1994
January 1994

March 1994
Noverber 1994
January 1994
July 1994

May 1994

1994
1994

8 Cct ober
9 Novenber

1996
1995

12 July 1994

18 Decenber
17 June 1994

1997

15 April 1998

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
Rev. 1

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
Add. 38
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add.

25

13
36

10/

20 and

16

18

G, obed

GL O OHO



State party

Chi na

Czech Republic
Equat ori al Cui nea
Cer many

| cel and

I rel and
Latvi a
Lesot ho
Li t huani a
Sl ovaki a

Thai | and

Trini dad and Tobago

Tuni si a

United Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and
Northern Irel and

Zanbi a

Al geri a

Antigua and Barbuda
Armeni a

Camer oon

Conor os

Congo
Fiji

G eece
I ndi a
Li beria

Initial

reports due in 1994 (conti nued)

Date of entry into

force

1 April 1992

1 January 1993
15 July 1992

5 April 1992
27 Novenber 1992

28 COct ober 1992
14 May 1992

9 April 1992

1 March 1992

1 January 1993

26 April 1992

4 January 1992
29 February 1992
15 January 1992

31
31
14

26

27
13

28
31

25

28
14

Dat e due

March 1994
Decenber 1994
July 1994

May 1994
Novenber 1994

Cct ober 1994
May 1994
April 1994
February 1994
Decenber 1994

April 1994

January 1994
February 1994
January 1994

January 1994

Date of subm ssion

27 March 1995
4 March 1996

30 August 1994
30 Novenber 1994

4 April 1996
29 Septenber 1998
27 April 1998

6 August 1998

6 April 1998

23 August 1996
16 February 1996
16 May 1994

15 March 1994

reports due in 1995

5 January 1992 4

Initial

16 May 1993 15
4 Novenber 1993 3

23 July 1993 5
10 February 1993 9
22 July 1993 21
13 Novenber 1993 12
12 Sept enber 1993 11
10 June 1993 9
11 January 1993 10
4 July 1993 3

May 1995
Noverber 1995
August 1995
February 1995
July 1995

Noverber 1995
Sept ember 1995
June 1995
January 1995
July 1995

16 Novenber 1995
19 February 1997

24 March 1998

12 June 1996

19 March 1997

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 11

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 5
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 6

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 12
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 22
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 20
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 21
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 17

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 13
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 2

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 1,

Add. 9, Add. 15 and

Add. 15/ Corr. 1,
Add. 19

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 4
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 13

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 7

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 10

9, obed

GL O OHO



State party

Li byan Arab Jamehiriya

Mar shal | | sl ands

M cronesi a (Federat ed

St ates of)
Monaco
Mor occo

New Zeal and
Papua New Gui nea
Republic of Ml dova
Sai nt Lucia
Sai nt Vincent and

t he Grenadi nes

Sur i namne

Syrian Arab Republic
Taj i ki stan

Tur knmeni st an

Vanuat u

Af ghani st an
Gabon
Luxenbour g
Japan
Mbzambi que

Initial

(conti nued)

Date of entry into

force

15
3
4

21
21

6
31
25
16
25

31
14
25
20

6

27
11

22
26

May 1993
Novenber
June 1993

1993

July 1993
July 1993

May 1993
March 1993
February 1993
July 1993

Novenmber 1993

March 1993
August 1993
Novenber 1993
Cct ober 1993
August 1993

April 1994
March 1994
April 1994
May 1994
May 1994

Date of subm ssion

reports due in 1995
Date due
14 May 1995 23
2 Novenber 1995 18
3 June 1995 16
20 July 1995
20 July 1995 27
5 May 1995 29
31 March 1995
24 February 1995
15 July 1995
24 Novenber 1995
31 March 1995 13
13 August 1995 22
24 Novenber 1995 14
19 Cctober 1995
5 August 1995 27
Initial reports due in 1996
26 April 1996
10 March 1996
5 April 1996 26
21 May 1996 30
25 May 1996

May 1996
March 1998
April 1996

July 1995

Sept ember 1995

February 1998
Sept ember 1995
April 1998

January 1997

July 1996
May 1996

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.

11

14

), obed

GL O OHO



State party

Georgi a

I raqg

Uzbeki st an

Iran (Islamc
Republ i c of)

Naur u

Eritrea
Kazakst an
Kyrgyzst an
Sanoa

Net her | ands
Mal aysi a
Bot swana

Qat ar
Tur key

Sol onon | sl ands
Hai t

South Africa
Pi |l au

Swazi | and

Tuval u
Si ngapor e
Tonga

Initial

reports due in 1996

(conti nued)

Date of entry into

force

2 July 1994
15 July 1994
29 July 1994
12 August 1994

26 August 1994

2 Septenber 1994
11 Sept enber 1994
6 November 1994
29 Decenber 1994

Date due

1 July 1996
14 July 1996
28 July 1996
11 August 1996

25 August 1996

1 Septenber 1996
10 Sept enber 1996

5 Novenber 1996
28 Decenber 1996

Date of subm ssion

7 April 1997
6 August 1996

9 Decenber 1997

16 February 1998

Initial reports due in 1997

7 March 1995
19 March 1995
13 April 1995

3 May 1995

4 May 1995

10 May 1995

8 July 1995

16 July 1995

3 Sept enber 1995
6 October 1995

22 Cctober 1995
4 Novenber 1995
6 Decenber 1995

6 March 1997
18 March 1997
12 April 1997

2 May 1997

3 May 1997

9 May 1997
July 1997
July 1997

Sept ember 1997

Cct ober 1997
Novenmber 1997

7
5
3
5 Cctober 1997
1
3
5 Decenber 1997

15 May 1997

4 Decenber 1997

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 41/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 51/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 51/ Add.

N

g, obed

GL O OHO



State party

Kiri bat

Ni ue

Li echtenstein
Brunei Darussal am
Andorra

Saudi Arabi a

United Arab Em rates
Swit zerl and
Cook | sl ands

Initial

reports due in 1998

Date of entry into

Dat e due Date of subm ssion

January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
January 1998
January 1998

22 September 1998

February 1998

reports due in 1999

force
10 January 1996 9
19 January 1996 18
21 January 1996 20
26 January 1996 25
1 February 1996 31
25 February 1996 24
Initial
2 February 1997 1
26 March 1997 25
6 July 1997 5

February 1999
March 1999
July 1999

CRC/ C/ 61/ Add. 1

6/, obed

GL O OHO
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State party

Bangl adesh
Bar bados
Bel ar us
Bel i ze
Beni n

Bhut an
Bol i via
Brazil
Bur ki na Faso
Bur undi

Chad

Chile

Costa Rica

Denocrati c People's
Republic of Korea

Denocrati c Republic
of the Congo

Ecuador
Egypt

El Sal vador
France
Ganbi a

Chana

Gr enada

Guat emal a

Gui nea

Gui nea- Bi ssau

Holy See
Hondur as
I ndonesi a
Kenya

Mal

Mal t a
Mauri ti us
Mexi co
Mongol i a
Nam bi a

Nepa

Ni car agua
Ni ger
Paki st an
Par aguay

Second periodic reports due in 1997

23
29
17

31
11
20
20

26

oOUR R, R

13

29
11
24

Dat e due

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Novenber
COct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Sept enber 1997
Novenber 1997

COct ober
Sept enber
Sept enber

1997
1997
1997

Cct ober 1997

Cct ober 1997

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

1997
1997
1997
1997
1997

Sept enber
Decenber
Sept enber
Sept enber
Sept enber

Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997
Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Cct ober
Novenmber
Cct ober
Decenber
Cct ober

1997
1997

1997
1997

1997

Dat e of submni ssion

12 August 1997

20 January 1998

18 Sept ember 1998

18 Sept ember 1997

14 January 1998

12 Novenber 1997

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 1

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 7

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 2

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 6

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 4



Second periodic reports due in 1997 (continued)

State party

Per u

Phi | i ppi nes
Por t ugal

Romani a

Russi an Federati on

Saint Kitts

and Nevis
Senegal
Seychel | es
Sierra Leone
Sudan

Sweden
Togo
Uganda

Ur uguay
Venezuel a

Vi et Nam
Zi mbabwe

Angol a
Argentina
Australia
Bahanas
Bul gari a

Col onbi a

Cote d' lvoire
Croatia

Cuba

Cyprus

Denmar k

D i bouti

Dom ni ca

Dom ni can Republic
Estoni a

Et hi opi a
Fi nl and
Guyana
Hungary
| srael

Dat e due

Dat e of submni ssion

3 Cctober 1997
19 September 1997
20 Cctober 1997
27 Cctober 1997
14 Sept ember 1997

25 March 1998

12 January 1998
1 Septenber 1997

Sept enber 1997
Cct ober 1997

Sept enber 1997
Sept enber 1997

PR Ok

1 Septenber 1997
1 Septenber 1997
15 Sept enmber 1997
19 Decenber 1997
12 Cctober 1997

25 Septenber 1997

1 Septenber 1997
10 Cctober 1997

Second periodic reports due in 1998

3 January 1998

2 January 1998
15 January 1998
21 March 1998

2 July 1998

26 February 1998
5 March 1998

7 COctober 1998
19 September 1998
8 March 1998

9 Septenber 1998

17 August 1998

4 January 1998
11 April 1998

10 July 1998

19 Novenber 1998

15 Sept ember 1998

12 June 1998
19 July 1998
12 February 1998
5 Novenber 1998
1 Novenber 1998

28 Septenber 1998
3 August 1998

CRC/ C/ 75
page 81

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 5

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 3

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 5

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 6

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 3
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Second periodic reports due in 1998 (continued)

State party

Italy

Janmai ca

Jor dan

Kuwai t

Lao People's
Denocratic
Republic

Lebanon
Madagascar
Mal awi
Mal di ves
Mauri tani a

Myanmar
Ni geri a
Nor way
Panama
Pol and

Republic of Korea

Rwanda

San Mari no

Sao Tome and
Princi pe

Sl oveni a

Spai n

Sri Lanka

The Former Yugosl av
Republ i c of
Macedoni a

Ukr ai ne

Uni ted Republic
of Tanzani a

Yenmen
Yugosl avi a

12
22
19

12
17
31
12
14

13
18

10
19
22

24

12
24

16
26

Dat e due

Dat e of submni ssion

Cct ober 1998
June 1998
June 1998
Novenmber

5 August 1998

1998

June 1998

June 1998
April 1998
January 1998
March 1998
June 1998

August 1998
May 1998
February 1998
January 1998
July 1998

1 July 1998

Decenmber 1998
February 1998
Decenmber 1998

June 1998
June 1998

January 1998
August 1998

1998
1998

Sept enber
Sept enber

July 1998

May 1998
February 1998

3 February 1998

Synbol

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 4

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 2

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 1



Annex |V

CRC/I C/ 75

page 83

LI'ST OF I NI TI AL REPORTS CONSI DERED BY THE COWMM TTEE
ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHI LD AS AT 9 OCTOBER 1998

Third session
(January 1993)

Bol i vi a
Sweden
Vi et Nam

Russi an Federati on

Egypt
Sudan

Fourth session

( Sept ember - Cct ober

| ndonesi a

Peru

El Sal vador

Sudan
Costa Rica
Rwanda

Fifth session
(January 1994)

Mexi co
Nan bi a
Col onbi a

Romani a
Bel ar us

Sixth session
(April 1994)

Paki st an

Bur ki na Faso

France
Jor dan
Chile
Nor way

1993)

State party

reports

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

and 21

WO Ok ELDN

10

7
9 and 28
3 and 20
8
1

11
12

16
14

13
19
15

18

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Comm ttee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
(prelimnary)

OO~ WN B

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 7
(prelimnary)
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 8
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 9
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 12
(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 13
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 14
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 15
(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 16
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 17

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 18
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 19
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 20
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 21
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 22
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 23
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Sevent h session

( Sept emmber - Cct ober

Hondur as
| ndonesi a

Madagascar

Par aguay

Spai n
Argentina

Ei ghth session
(January 1995)

Phi | i ppi nes

Col onbi a
Pol and
Janmai ca
Denmar k

United Ki ngdom

Ni nth session
(May-June 1995)

State party

reports

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add.

17
10 and 26
5
22

6
2 and 17

23
3
11
12
8

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 1

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Comm ttee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 24
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 25
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 26
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 27
(prelimnary)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 28
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 35
(adopted at the
ei ghth session)

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 29
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 31
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 32
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 33
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 34

Ni car agua
Canada
Bel gi um
Tuni si a
Sri Lanka

Tenth session

(Cct ober - Novenber

Italy
Ukr ai ne
Cer many
Senegal
Por t ugal
Holy See

1995)

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 25
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 3
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 4
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 2
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 13

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 18

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 10/ Rev. 1

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 5
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 31
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 27

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

36
37
38
39
40

41
42
43
44
45
46



El event h session
(January 1996)

Yenmen

Mongol i a

Federal Republic
of Yugosl avi a

I cel and

Republic of Korea

Croatia

Fi nl and

Twel fth session
(May-June 1996)

Lebanon
Zi mhabwe
Chi na
Nepa

Guat emal a

Cyprus

Thirteenth session
( Sept ember - Cct ober 1996)

Mor occo

Ni geri a

Ur uguay

Uni ted Ki ngdom
(Hong Kong)

Mauri ti us

Sl oveni a

Fourteenth session
(January 1997)

Et hi opi a

Myanmar

Panama

Syrian Arab Republic
New Zeal and

Bul gari a

State party reports

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 20
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 32

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 26
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 6
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 21
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 19
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 22

CRC/ C/ 18/ Add. 23
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 35
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 34
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 33
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 24

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 1
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 26
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 37

CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 9
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 36
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 25

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 27
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 9

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 28
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 2
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 3
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 29

CRC/

C/ 75

page 85

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Comm ttee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

47
48

49
50
51
52
53

54
55
56
57
58
59

60
61
62

63
64
65

66
67
68
69
70
71
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Fifteenth session
(May-June 1997)

Cuba

Ghana
Bangl adesh
Par aguay
Al geria
Azer bai j an

Si xt eenth sessi on
( Sept ember - Cct ober 1997)

Lao People's
Denocratic Republic

Australia

Uganda

Czech Republic

Trini dad and Tobago

Togo

Sevent eenth sessi on
(January 1998)

Li byan Arab Janmahiriya
I rel and
Feder at ed St ates of

M cronesi a

Ei ght eenth sessi on
(May-June 1998)

Hungary

Denocratic People's
Republic of Korea

Fiji

Japan

Mal di ves

Luxembour g

State party reports

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 30
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 39
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 38 and 49
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 22 and 47
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 4
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 8

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 32
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 31
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 40
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 11
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 10
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 42

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 6
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 12

CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 5

CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 34

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 41
CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 7
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 1
CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 33 and 37
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 2

Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Comm ttee

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add.

72
73
74
75
76
77

78
79
80
81
82
83

84
85

86

87

88
89
90
91
92
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State party reports Observati ons

adopt ed by
the Comm ttee

Ni net eenth session
(21 Septenber-9 COctober 1998)

Initial reports

Ecuador CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 44 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 93
Iraq CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 3 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 94
Thai | and CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 13 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 96
Kuwai t CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 35 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 97

Second periodic reports

Bol i vi a CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 1 CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 95
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PROVI SI ONAL LI ST OF REPORTS SCHEDULED FOR CONSI DERATI ON
AT THE COW TTEE' S TVENTI ETH AND TWENTY- FI RST SESSI ONS

Twentieth session
(11- 29 January 1999)

Gui nea
Bar bados
Austria
Bel i ze

Sweden
Hondur as

Twenty-first session
(18 May-4 June 1999)

Chad

Beni n

Sierra Leone

St. Kitts and Nevis

Yemen
Ni car agua

Annex V

Initial reports

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 48
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 45
CRC/ C/ 11/ Add. 14
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 46

Second periodic reports

CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 3
CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 2

Initial reports

CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 50
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 52
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 43
CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 51

Second periodic reports

CRC/ C/ 70/ Add. 1
CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 4
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Annex VI
LI ST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS, DOCUMENTS AND CONTRI BUTI ONS SUBM TTED
FOR THE GENERAL DI SCUSSI ON ON THE RI GHTS OF CHI LDREN LIVING IN A
WORLD W TH HI V/ AI DS, HELD ON 5 OCTOBER 1998

By nenbers of the Commttee on the Rights of the Child

Introductory statement by Ms. Nafsiah Mioi, Rapporteur, Commttee on the
Ri ghts of the Child

General discussion on “Children living in a world with AIDS” - Qutline of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child

By the Ofice of the High Commi ssioner for Hunman Ri ghts

Statement of the Hi gh Conmmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts

H V/ AIDS and Human Ri ghts: International Guidelines - OHCHR and UNAI DS,
Ceneva, 23-25 Septenber 1996

By the Joint United Nations Programre on H V/ Al DS ( UNAI DS)

Statenent by M. Peter Piot, Executive Director, UNAIDS, October 1998

Children confronting H V/ AIDS: charting the confluence of rights and health -
UNAI DS, 1998

Non-di scrimnation as a human rights and public health strategy - UNAIDS, 1998
Prevention as a public health and human rights strategy - UNAIDS, 1998

Rapport sur |'epidéni e nondiale de VIH SIDA WHO, UNAI DS, June 1998

Integrating H V/ STD prevention in the school setting: a position paper -
UNAI DS, August 1997

H V and infant feeding: a policy statenment - UNAIDS, WHO and UNI CEF, May 1997
Learning and teaching about AIDS at school - UNAIDS, October 1997
Mot her-to-child transm ssion of HV - UNAIDS, Novenber 1997

By the Wirld Health Organi zation

H V and infant feeding: guidelines for decision-makers - WHO UNAI DS and
UNI CEF, June 1998
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By the United Nations Children's Fund

Wor ki ng paper: Care and protection of children and young people affected by
H V/ AIDS - UNI CEF, New York

New chal | enges, new choices - CD-ROM on HI V/ Al DS by UNI CEF, New York

By the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Rural children living in farmsystens affected by H VWV AIDS - Jacques du
Guerny, FAO, Rone

By the International Labour Ofice

The sex sector: the econom ¢ and social bases of prostitution in South-East
Asia - Lin Lean Lim ILO GCeneva 1998

Fi ghting agai nst prostitution of children and other forns of child | abour
fromcomunity action to the provisional plan in the north of Thailand - |PEC,
Sept enber 1998

Questionnaire on projects/activities on trafficking in women and children in
t he ESCAP Region - |PEC, February 1998

By the United Nations Devel opnent Programre

The inmpact of HIV/AIDS on children, famlies and communities: risks and
realities of childhood during the H'V epidem c (lssues paper 30) - UNDP
New Yor k, 1998

By the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

Preventing the spread of HI V/ AIDS anong children and adol escents -
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, Geneva

By non-governnental organi zations, research institutions and individua
experts

Children confronting H V/ AIDS: charting the confluence of rights and health -
Dani el Tarantola and Sofia Gruskin, in Health and Human Ri ghts, vol. 1, No. 1,
1998, Francgoi s- Xavi er Bagnoud Centre for Health and Human Ri ghts, Harvard
School of Public Health

Children living in a world with AIDS: subm ssion based on Uganda's
experience - Misisi Geoffrey, Association Frangois-Xavier Bagnoud, Luweero,
Uganda

Summary report on the Consultation Wirkshop on Child Labour and HI V/ Al DS -
Dr. Dusit Duangsa, Chiangmai University, 28 January 1998

NGO programes and projects on child sexual abuse and exploitation and
HI V/ AIDS - Focal Point on Sexual Exploitation of Children, Geneva
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| ssues of concern - WII|iam Duncan, Hague Conference on Private Internationa
Law, The Hague, 1 Septenber 1998

Working with children affected by AIDS: World Vision Uganda experience -
Jane M junbi, World Vision Uganda, 1998

H V/ AIDS and the nutrition rights of infants - CGeorge Kent, University of
Hawai 'i, 7 Septenber 1998

Forum for culture and human devel opment submi ssion, Bangl adesh

Heal th and Adol escent Refugees Project (HARP): Information Sheet No. 1 -
World Association of Grl Guides and Grl Scouts

Report of the work of Casa Alianza's Luna project - Ann-Louise Birch, Casa
Al i anza

HI V prevention, children's rights and honbsexual youth - Defence for Children
International -1srae

HI V/ AI DS prevention, care and discrimnation: the barriers to putting
children and young people on the agenda - Lyn Elliot, Save the Children
International Alliance, Septenber 1998

Comunity nobilization to address the inpacts of AIDS: a review of the
COPE Il programre in Malawi - Jill Donahue and John WIIianson
17-30 January 1998

Coping with crisis: nobilizing community response to the inmpacts of AIDS in
Mal awi - Save the Children (USA)

NGO summary of the International Cuidelines on H V/AIDS and Human Ri ghts -
I nternational Council of AIDS Service Organizations (I CASO
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CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 94 Concl udi ng observations: Iraq
CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 95 Concl udi ng observations: Bolivia
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CRC/ C/ 15/ Add. 97 Concl udi ng observations: Thail and
CRC/ C/ 19/ Rev. 8 Conpi | ation of the conclusions and
recommendat i ons adopted by the
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CRC/ C/ 40/ Rev. 10 Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on areas identified
by the Committee for technical assistance
CRC/ C/ 41/ Add. 3 Initial report of Iraq
CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 1 Second periodic report of Bolivia
CRC/I C/ 76 Provi si onal agenda and annot ati ons
CRC/I CI 77 Note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the States parties
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reports
CRC/ C/ 78 Note by the Secretary-Ceneral: Initial reports

of States parties due in 1999
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