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STATUS OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION
ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD IN THE PHILIPPINES

PART I: Statistical Data

1. Number of Fifipino Children Under 18

In 2003 the propertion of population below 15 years vld is larger in rural than in urban areas
(41 and 35 percent, respectively), This indicates a yolinger structure of the rura) population.
There are slightly more males than females in the © to 19 age group.

2003 Population Ages 0 to 13

Urban Rural Total
Age MMale Female | Total Male Female | Total Male Female | Total
<5 2.2 11.3 11.7 13,0 13.3 13,2 12.8 12.2 124
58 124 10,8 11.6 14.1 13.8 14.0 13,3 12.3 12.8
10-14 | 11.8 116 11.7 13.8 14.1 14,0 12.8 12.8 12.8
15-18 10.4 10.3 10.4 103 8.4 2.4 10.4 8.4 9.5 '
TOTAL | 468 44 45,5 51.3 AB.7 an.6 48.1 46.7 47.8

* Data hased o the 2003 National Demographic end Heaith Survey. Age disaggregation for children
Is up fo 19, instead of 18, years ofd.
~ 2. Budget Allocations

Government's budget for besic education has decined from 13.62 percent of the total
budget to 12.35 parcent. |

a. FEducation

Basic education yearly budget of the Department of Education

Year Budget {FhP million} Proportion to
National Budget
(%)
2003 106,481 13.24
2004 108,067 13.62
2005 112,043 12.35
Budget by Type of Basic Education {PhP million)
2002 2003 2004
Preschol 153,736 157 824 157,824
Elementary &3 532,860 53,394,834 53,383,082
Secondary 22,354,847 23,029,126 £23,918,798
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h. Health Cars*

P.3/28

Health Service/Program 2003 2004
Budyet % Budyet %

National 96,084,000 .88 85,084,000 1
1, Family Health and

Pricnary Health Care
2. Materhal and Child

Care 20,000,C00 20 25,000,000 28
3, Expanded Program

on Immunlzation 316,960,000 3.2 316,860,000 3.3
4, STis, MIVIAIDS
5, Famlly Planning 4,019,4000.23 0.4 2,143,964 0.2
Regional 60,710,000 &1 | 7891443183 | .BD
Budget is lumped under
Health Operatlons

200,698,000 23 | 198551000 | 2,08

“Data provided by the National Center for Disease Prevention and Control.

¢, Suppott Programs for Children Needing Affernative Care ... . ...

Data available relate only 1o exp
from P197,332 in 2001 to PS00,7

enditures for child placement services steadily increased
48 jn 2002 and P617,588 In 2003. No data were avaiiable

for 2004.
Expenditures for Child Placement Ssavices
2001 2002 2003
P197,332 500,736 817,588

d. Program and Aclivities for the Protection of Children from Child Abuse, Sexual
Exploitation and Child Labor ' '

Budgstary allocations for 2002 and 2003 covered specific activities, which are listed below;

Activity 2002 2003
Physical and psycholegical 1,445,801 765,688
recovery and social
integration of affected
children
Parental counseling and 38,000 36,000
education
Preduction of JEC materials 3,750 5,000
Ic_:;m child rights vis-a-vis family
ife
Provision of placement 426,600 P60,375

21704 '05 JEU 14:335
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services .

Speclal protection an 36,000

assistance by type of support

. Financlal assistance 122,500 242,000
| Lewal assistance 24,500 24,000

TOTAL 1,759,051 : 1,334,073

e. Program and services for children among minoritles and indigenous peoples (IPs) or
groups

Child Care Development Program

Non-formal Education Program

Support to Medical and Dental Missions

Support to I Hospitalization

Support to Child Care with Supplemental Feedings
Training on Primary Health Care

Day Cara Program

Nutritton and Health Care Program

2 4 = ¥ B B ® W

£ Juvenile juslice and rehabilitation of juvenlie offenders

" The absence of teascnable space, bedding, and clothing-in rehabilitation -cells reflects the .

extremely inadequate budget allosated by govemment fo meet these basic needs. The
average dajly budget for each resident offender js PhP30 (approMmately 54 US cents),
which Is enough only for one meal consisting of rice and fish or vegetables,

3. Children Separated from their Parents or Families

With reference to children deprived of a family environment and separated from parents,
please provide disaggregated data (by gender, age groups, if possible sthnic groups, urban
and rural areas) for the years 2002, 2003 and 2004 on the number of ¢hildren:

a. Separsied from parents (by age group and gender)

2003
Age Male Femals
D2 331 432
3-5 255 366
8-12 350 418
13-14 118 182
16-17 86 174
TOTAL 2,732

b, Placed in institutions

In 2003 a total of 2,686 children separated from thelr parents were brought to Institutions. Of
this number, males comprised the majority, 1,665, and females, 1,031,

21/04 '05 JEU 14:35 [TE/RX N° 72131
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c. Placed with foster families (by age group, gender)

2003
_Age Male Female

0-2 281 368
3-5 127 130
512 7B b4
13-14 51 B4
15-17 20 a9
TOTAL 255 718

Both Sexes 870

d. Adopted domestically or through inter-agency adaptions

2003
Age Male Female
02 188 276
3-5 183 251
6-12 272 313
13-14 83 133
1517 78 131
TOTAL 758 1,104
Both Sexes 1,902

4. Children with Disabilities

I 2002 3 intal of
120,426 children enrolled in 159 5

5. Child Health and Mortality

Live blrths in 2002 tota
figures, infant deaths numbered 13,855 am

& Infant end child mortality

P.5/28

3,851 children attended special education classes in regular schools while
pecial schools all over the country.

led 866,521 among males and 800,252 among females, Of these
ohg males and 8,868 armong females.

The total rate of infant and child mortalily In 2003 was placed at 2,048, with under-five
rnortality making up the biggest nurnber, 755.

2003
Neonatal 292
Post-neonatal 237
Infant mortality 528
Child mortality 238
Under-five mortality 755
Total 2,048

21/04 '05 JEU 14:358
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b, Rates of immunization

P.e/2E

immunization coverage in 2003 is higher for children living in urban areas than for those in

rural areas (74 and 65 percent, respectl
complete vaccinations than males {68.4 percent).

Background Characteristic 2003
All”
Residence
Urban 74.4
Rural B65.1
Gender
Male 584
Female 71.3

*BCG, measles, and three doses each of DPT

ard polfic vaccinie

& Rates of malnutrition (0-5 years old)

vely), Slightly more females (71.3 percent) received

' Since 1998 the rate of malnutrition among children ages 0 to 5 has steadily declined, as
the following data will show. No other figures are avajlable. —— —

1298

2001

2003

Total 32.0

30.6

27,6

d. Children infected with and/or affected by HIV/IAIDS

The number of HIV/IAb seropositive cases
December 2004, Epidemiologists
cases is around 10,000, Despite t

remains consistently at 1 percent.

Aes of May 2€04, the HIVIAIDS registry of the Nation

and expe

increased from 1,454 in 2000 to 2,200 In
rts estimate that the actual number of HIV
he Increasing number of cases, the prevalence rate

al Epidemiology Center confirmed

2,073 HIV/Ab seropositive cases, of which 4 percent (or 40 cases) were below 18 years

old.

e. Adolescent health, including sexually fransmitted Infections

21/04
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£ Prevalence of STls in General Population
2002 RTI/ST] Prevalence Survey in Selected Sites in the Philippines

Population Sexually Transmitted Infection
Group
Thlamydia Melsserii Syphile | Hepa | Trichamahas Candlda | Bacterial
Trachomatis | Gongrrhea B _Vaginitis Albicans | Vagintis
Women 5.6 8 2 3.2 3.2 17.2 2B.8
ien 4.4 1.1 2 8.6 - - -
Female 7.7 g - - - - w
Youth '
Male Youth 8.0 1.7 - - - - -

6. Child Abuse
a. Number of reported cases of child abuse

Fram 2001 to 2004, rape constituted mare than 50 percent of abuses committed against
children filed formally with the Depart of the Justice, as shown by the following data.

No. of Child

Abuse Cases 2001 2002 2003 2004
Male Femal | Male Fema! | Male Femal | Male Femal

Rape . 4 133 5 107 0 18 B 116

Other forms of 21 119 11 B3 1 25 15 235

child abuse

TOTAL 144 206 458 374

b. Number and percentage of reports which have resuited in court decisions and other
aclions

Of the numerous cases of child abuse or crimes against children that were reported during
the period 2002-2003, the following are the figures correspohding te the succeeding actions

faken:

2002 2003 2004
Cases received”® 540 601 670
Filed ditectly in court 191 g1 81
Referred to the lagal 31 110 126
[ef?)] division for
evaluation
Closed S04 385 355

>t js not known what actions were taken an other cases received gnd
which formed part of the total for each year included here.

21/04 '05 JEU 14:35 [TX/RX N° 7213] [Roo7
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a. LHeracy rate, by gender (10 years old and over}*

P.B/28

Simple Literacy
Year Male Female Total
2000 92.1 92.47 g2.28
| 2003 i 81.9 94.6 93.9
Functional Literacy
Yeal Male Fernale Total
2003 81.9 88.3.6 84.1

* No dafa avaliahle for children befow 10 years old, Literacy

» Based on 2000 Census of Popuiation and Housing

w pesed of the Functional Literacy, Education an

b. Rate of enrolment in primary and secondaty schools

dala on an annusi bagis ate not available,

d Mass Media Survey (FLEMMS).

SY 2002-2003 (%) SY 2003-2004* (%)
Elemeniary (Primary) 80.05 (83301 81.72
Male 82.58 £0.88
Female g4.04 £2.68
Secondary 45.58 A7.03
Male 41.76 42.87

*Pyhlic schopls only

“ Data in parenthesis and sex-disaggregaled dafa cover public schools only.

¢ Percentage of children completing primary and secondary education (by gender)

8Y 2002-2003 SY 2003-2004*
Elementary 66.85 62,06
Mzle 62.0 57.78
Female 71.0 56,86
Secondary 59,79 56.07
Msale 51.0 48,77
Female 860 §3.70

*Data cover public schools only. So do sex~-disaggregated dala,

d. Percentage of dropouts and repetitions

SY 2002-2003 SY 2003-2004%
Elementary 7.34 {1.34)* 1.37
Male 1,69
Female 0,98
Secondary 13.10 {B5.58) 6.40
Male 8.52
Female 4.31

% Cover public schools only. So do sex-disaggregated dafa,

21/04 05
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g. Teacher-pupl and classroom-pupil ratios and class size
Teacher-Pupll Ratic By Level

SY 2002-2003 5Y 2003-2004"
Elernentary 1:40 1:38
Secondary 1:71 1142
Average Class by Level
S§Y 2002-2003 5Y 2003-2004*
Elementary 40.41 38.18
Secondalty 55.44 56.13

#. Children in Conflict with the Law
a. Reporfed cases of individuals bejow 18 suspected of having comritted a ctime

In 2004 a iotal of 3,836 crimes were alleged o have beeh committed by persoris below
18. The most common crimes committed during the year included theft/qualified theft,
infliciing physical injuries, rape, womicide, murder, and llegal use of drugs. in 2003,
children in confiict with law numbered 3,950, Of this number, the great majority, 88.6
percent, were males and 11.3 percent were femnales.

b. Persons below 18 who were charged with a crime and sentenced to imprisonment

A total of 2,223 individuals under 18 were detalned In 2004, of whom an overwhelming
majority, numbering 2,121, were females and 102 were males. Sentenced to
imprisanment were 87 males and 3 females. |t is not known what sanctions or
punishments were meted out to those who were sentetced to imprisonment,

c. Detention facillties for persons below 18 in conflict with the law

2004
Jalls with separate cells for females 355
Jails with separate cells for mihers 179
Jails without separate cells for females 854
Jails without separate cells for minors 730

children in conflict with the law detained in these facilities comprised 102 males and 2,121
females. No data were available indicating the capacities of these facilities,

9, Special protection measures
s, Viclims of sexual exploifation
An overwhelming majority of the victims of sexual abuse in 2002 and 2003 were females.
Sexually abused children who received appropriate recovery measures totalled 4,129 in

2002 and 4,087 in 2003. The needed recovery assistance was alse extended to 284
victims in 2002 and 311 in 2003.

2002 2003

Nale Female Male Female

Sexually abused

21/04 "ok JEU 14:35
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F.18/28

64 4 Dés 50 4,047
Rape i) 2,230 30 2,365
Incest 5 1,327 8 1,181
Acts of
lastiviousness 20 508 12 501
TOTAL 4129 4,087
b. Victlms of child fabor
2002 2003
Male Female Male Female
151 207 100 168
o. Children in armed conflict
2002 2003 |
Male Female Male Female
Affected 19 4 a2 74
involved 45 22 26 26
TOTAL 64 26 108 100

- As of November 2004,

ranging from counselling,
custody, accprding o the Depa

a total of. 118 children_in armed conflict were provided services

d. Unaccompanied asylum-seeking, refugee and displaced children

According to the Departmen
encountered cases of unaccompanied asylu

seekers on record came to the Philippines &1

age.

21/04 '05 JEU 1435
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t of Jushce’s Refugee Processing Unit, it has net
m-seeling children, saying most asylum
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STATUS OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION
ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD IN THE PHILIPPINES

Part ] (B). GENERAL MEASURES OF IMPLEMENTATION

1. Specific actions taken to implement the UN Committee’s recommendations on

the following™:

a. Minimum age of criminal responsibility and sexual consent

The proposed Gomprehensive Juvenile Justica System Act, which Is still pending ih
Congress, will raise the age of criminal responsibilty from 9 to 12. This proposed law
stipulates that childran befween the ages of 12 and 15 shall likewise be exemnpt from

criminal liability unless they acted with discemment, In which case they shall be
subjecied to a delinguency prevention program.

b. Discrimination against children born out of wediock

In 2004 a2 law mandating the use of the father's suame by llegitimate children, or

_ Republic Act 9255, was passed to guarantee their equal profection under the law.

¢. Lack of a comprehensive juvenile justice system

As stated above, a legislative measure that wilt fill this gap has teen filed in Congress.
The proposed law is the Comprehensive Juvenile Justice System Act, which is
pending in.both the Senate and the Lower House,

d. Lack of a menioring system for fhe Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

Measures to coordinate and monitor the implementation ¢f the CRC at various leveis
include the following:

« Creation of national and sub-national commitiees urder the aegis of the Council for
the Welfare of Children Invelving government and nen-government agencies,
private individuals and child representatives

» Development of a Macre Menitoring System tfo generate data that will facilitate the
monitering of the CRC implementation

» Establishment of Local Councils for the Protection of Children, which moniter the
implernentation of the Convention at the barangay or community level

e. Prohibition of torture, violence and il} treatment of children, including sexual abuse

Measures to intensify the campaign against all forms of viclence against children
include:

» Creation of the Special Committee for the Protection of Children from all ferms
of neglect, abuse, cruelty, exploitation, discrimination and other conditions
prejudicial to their development under Executlve Order No. 275, 19985,

21/04 "05 JEU 14:35 [TE/RXI N° 72131 [dloll
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» Celehration of the National Awarsness Week on the Prevention of Child Sexual

Abuse and Exploitation every second week of February

f. Prevention of child labor

Since 2001 various policy issuances have been issued by the Department of l.abor
and Employment (DOLE) to address this issue, namely:

»  Administrative Order No. 171, setles of 2001, creating a Steerlng Committez

that will ensure the Implementation of a program called Visayas *+ Plan, which
was formulated to reduce the migration and illegal recruttrent of children from
the Vigayas, one of three major regions in the country.

Department Order No. 33, series of 2002, formulating Guidelines and
Operational Procedures on the Masterlisting of Child Laborers). Such
guidelines provide for the use of a master list to ensure an official and uniform
system of recording information on child laborers benefiting fromn the services
of the Natlona! Program Agalnst Child Labor.

DOLE Advisory, dated December 17, 2002, 1o all smployers and recrulters of
enterainers, guest relations officers and other simllar or related service
workers on the Prohibition of Employment of Persone Below 18 Years of Age in
Hazardous Service Work.

DOLE Advisory, dated March &, 2002, fo TV program producersfexecutives
urging them to put a tag line at the end of each program or show 2s proof of
campliance with Republic Act ho. 7658, The advisory is proposed to read: “The
Department of Labor and Employment has issued the necessary working
child's permit to the child/children engaged in the show In compliance with RA
7658

2. Efforts to Harmonize Domestic Legislation with the Princlples of the CRC

Continuing efforts to review existing Philippine laws to make sure they are consistent with
the CRC and that the Philippines fully adheres fo the principles of the CRC bave restlied
in the enactment of the following leglsiation and executive crdinances over the last two
years, These on top of previously enacted laws.

F.i12728
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\
Year Passed Law Obiective
2004 A Gomprehensive Policy To institufionalize 2
and National System for national screening
Ensuring Newbomn system for all newbom
Seieening {Republic Act children te ensure that
No, 268} they are Tree from any
adverse healih
conditions, including
mental retardstioh.
Anti-Viclence Agalnst To protect wemen and
Womaen and Children thelr children sgainst
Act (RA 5262) abuses and domestic
viclence,
] Ah Act Allowin Te enable ilegiimate
i H
l ‘ lllegitimete Childrer to children to ﬁshe _thfeaﬂ.l
, Use the Sutnaie of g‘;;z&rgg geﬂ:a?: er
‘\ their Father {RA 8235) conditiohs are met,
|
P . To ensura the
; I R .. .| Executive Order 288,
o which directs all - suscessful |
; ; impiementation of the:
government agences 1o BC hich aim
| support and implement | program.aw lt rnul =
| programs relating to he grtf\{‘;# Land d;:?allnpnl::ant
! 5| Bright Child Programme | S cildran
i |
| ‘
I 1
4
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2004

An Act Providing for the
Elimination of the Worst
Forms of Child Labor
and Affording Stronger
Protedtien for the
Working Child (RA 8221

Tobaceo Regulation Act
(RA 8211

Anti-Trafficking in
Persons Act (RA 9208)

EC 286, “Establishment
of the Strang Republic
School (SRS),a
Distance Learning
Zoheol o Bring
Educational
Cpportunitles o
Identified Disadvantaged
Communities”

To prohibit the
ernployment of children
In the worst forms of
child labor and regulate
the activifies of working
children.

To regulate the
packaging, sale,
distribution, and
adverflsement of
fobaceo products to
protect the youth fram
being infiated
cigeretie smoking and
tobacco Lse.

To prevent trafficking In
of persons, especially
women and clilldren,

and establish the
necesgary mechanisms
for the protection and
support of Individuals,

Part of the
implemantation
mechanisms for this law
is formulation of the
National Strategic Plar
of Action Against
Trafficking In Persens,
This six-year blueprint of
action containg specific
straiegies in several
areas, namely,
protection, prevention,
law enforeement and
prosecution, recovety
and reintegration.

Several {ask forces or
units have piso bean
created sinte the law
was enacted. These
include the Fhilippine
Centar on Transnational
Crime and Presidential
Anti-llegal Recruitment
Task Force.

To provide, among
others, dissdvaniaged
sactors, intluding poor
children, access lo the
formal school system
thraugh distance
igarning technologies
and aliernative leaming
systems,

21/04 '05 JEU 14:35
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As far as laws are concerned, there are areas of concerm that retnain unaddressed. The
Nonh-govemment Organization Coalition, which helps government monitor the
implementation of the CRC, has identified them as follows:

« Some laws enacted to implement the CRC tend to be too general.
The irmplementation of some laws like RA 7610 and RA 7858 remains weak,
Many from the ranks of the military and police are still unaware of the relevant
Jaws on child protection.

= Public awaraness of certain Jaws on children is low, if not entirely lacking.

Legislative Agenda

The government recognizes that there are sti] areas involving childran that need fo be
enhanced through appropriate policies ahd Jegisiation. These are included in the priorlty
L egisiative Agenda for Children of the 13" Congress:

Passage of the Comprehensive Juvenile Justice System Act

Strengthening the Law Against Child Pomography and Pernographle Materials
Amending certain provisions of Republic Act No, 7610

Legitimizing Children Bam to Underage Parents (Amending the Family Code)

The Foster Care Bill (Strengthening of Family and Providing Alternative Parental Care
Arrangements) S
» Removing the Offense and Penalty for Minors Violating the Tobacco Regulation Act

» Decriminalizing Vagrancy among Children

-« ® ® 9 @

For the effective implementation of Republic Acts 8262 and 7810, former President Fidel
Ramos issued Executive Order no. 275, dated September 1995, “Creating a Commiliee
for the Special Protection of Children from All Forms of Neglect, Abuse, Cruelty,
Exploitation, Disrimination and Other Conditions Prejudicial to Their Development. This is
an Interagency committee tasked to 1) moniter chiid abuse and exploitation
cases/complaints; and 2} extend 1o child victims all the necessary jeyal assistance and
similar forms of support. :

On August 16, 2004 the Depariment of Justice issued Dapariment Order No, 338, creating
a Task Force of Prosecutors on WWomen and Children, whose sole task is to attend to
cases of ¢hild and women abuse.

Localization of Child 21

Since the country adopted Child 27 as tis national framework for planning pregrams
and interventions seeking to promote the rights of Fllipino children, efforts o enjoin local
government units to integrate it in their development plans have yielded significant results.
Today there are now:

34 Local Development and Investment Plans for Children
24 Local Codes for Children
26 Local Development and Investment Plans for Children
28 Local Codes for Children

21704 05 JEU 14:35 [TX/RX N° 72131 [@oib
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24 Local Development and Investment Plans for Children
16 Loeal Codes for Children

25 State of the Children Reports in the provinces

13 State of the Children Reports in the cifies

7 State of tha Children Reports in municipalities

"+ & & B

3. Cases where the CRC has been directly invoked in domestic courts [7]

Courts do not directly invoke the CRC. It Invokes laws passed primarily to protect the
rights of children, which are based primarily on the CRC.

4. Measures to Strengthen Data Cellection

To enhance data gathering on children, the govemment has adopted or will soon
adopt the following tools:

a. Macro Monitoring System on Children. This system seeks tn ensure the generation
and evaluation of information on the implementation status of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. This should facilitate, ameng others, the fimely release of the

yearly State of the Filipino Children Report and the Philippine Implementation Report
oh the Convention on the Rights of the Child, published every five years. _

To ensure the efficient generation of data from specific sources, the CWC has signe
a mernorandum of agreement with a number of government agencies like the
Department of Labor and Ernployment and the Depatiment of Social Welfare and
Development. CWC is set 1o forge similar agreements with other partner agencies.

b. Micra Monitoring System on Children. This is 2 community-based monitoring system
designed to ensure the timely generation of data from the local government units,
notably the barangay council for the protection of children. Toward this end, monitoring
sites at the barangay or community level will be set up with the help of the private
sector and NGOs.

c. Devinfo Software. This Is a monitoring too! that tracks the Philippines’ compliance with
international commitments such as those relating to children. International indicators,
which inciude the World Fit for Children [programme?), are included in the Devinio
database, which is used extensively by the National Economic and Development

Authority.

5. The National Strategic Framework for Plan Development for Children 2001 -2025

The Philippine Natiohal Strategic Framework for Plan Development for Children, otherwise
known as Child 21, is a comprehensive guide for various stakeholders in designing their
plans ahd programs for Filipino children. Using the CRC as its framework, Child 27 follows
a fights-based approach to achleving its vision of a child-sensitive and ehild-friendiy

society.

To integrate Child 21 in local and national development planning, the government has
embarked on 3 program called “Wainstreaming Child 21" through the condugst of advacacy
and planning sessions. In this regard, it has underiakeh the following activities at the local
and national levels:

21/04 '0F JEU 14:35 [TX/RX N° 7T213] lgols
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Mainstreaming Child 21

Level of Activity Accomplishment
Implementation
Local Conduct of: Elevan advocacy
° sessions with loeal chief
_ ezecutives and oficers,
a. Consultations cum among ofhers, have

advecacy fora in been conduc’[&d 1o date,
local government

unils onthe Atolel of 28 Local
adoption of Child 27 | cevernment Units have
recelved tachnical

b, Mainstreaming assistance and funding

workshops among | in the formulation of
key lacal local development plabs
government officlals | fer children, five of which
and NGO ate now in the pracess
representatlves of finalizing thelr plans.

; c. Advocacy sesslons

1 with local

. government

| structures T

|

' Nationsl Conduct of advacacy Eight national agendies,

zossions ahd h
Mainstreamitg Child 21 where mainstreaming

: workshope have been
workshops in #he conducted, have issued
relevant agencies of a depariment order
government outlining their

’ commitment to Chitd 271,
Other sgencies have

i developed programs that

fleshing out thelr

commitment to Child 21.

aducaticn, and foed production.

Other programs adepted to enhance meastires o promote Child 21 are as follows:

« Bright Child. This program seeks fo ensure that children D to & years old will get the
best avallable services and opportunities that will ensurs thelr optimum growth. The
program Includes supplemental feeding, livelihood projects for mothers, nurition

« Sparch for Child-Friendly LGUs, To encourage local government units to provide a
child-friendly environment for the children in thelr localities, the government, by virtue

of Exacutive Order 184, grants 2 Presidential Award fo LGUs that have been found

received this award.

6. Contents and Results of Specific Programs for Children

21/04 '05 JEU 14:33
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a. Third Elementsry Education Programme (TEEP). This program seeks to Increase !
the number of school-aged children enrolled in elementary education, improve the 1
six-year completion in slementary schools [what does this mean?], and increase
academic achievement in the pootest provinces in the country. The project also
supports the decentralization and modernization thrusts of the Depariment of

Education.

To date, the TEEP has:

M

« Built 4,851 and repaired _12,992 classrooms under what it calls the School

Building program with the invelvement of schoo! heads and local governmeants.

« Distributed 17.2 million texibooks and other instructional materials; 75,721 sets
of schools kits (2.9, learning tools, visual aids); 408,771 desks and armchairs;
and 16,192 pleces of affice equipment; |

« Trained 61,317 school heads and teachers;
» Funded 1,835 school-based innovations under the School Improvement and

Innovation Facility, which seeks to address specific learning problems in
schools, with the particlpation of the communities;

+ Roled out School-Based Management (SBM) in 6,200 TEEP schools;” -
promoted inclusion of community parficipation In school improvement planning;
and allocated P33 million in cash grants from the SBM Fund to SBM pilot sites; ;
TEEP School-Based Management Fund drilled down 4,473 scheols.” ‘i

» Introduced decentralization in procurement through the School-Based
Procurement of Furniture;

. Enabled scheols to post highet learning outcornes, as seen in the results of the
2003 National Sample-Based Assessment post-Test and the 2004 National t
Achievement Test,

b. The Supreme Courf's Rule on Examination of a Child Withess of 2000. This
comprehensive document sets the rules for dealing with children who are 1)
witnesses to a crime, 2) vicims of a crime, and 3) accused of a ctime. These rulss
are now being applied in family courts.

¢, Community-Based Rehabilitation Program. This Department of Soclal Welfare and
Development-speatheaded program extends community-based protective and
rehabilitative services to individuals and familles in difficult circumstances.

Since it staried, the program has had a total of 180,583 beneficiaries, inciuding
children in need of special protection, children in conflict with the law, and children
with disabilities. Of this figure:

. 51504 children in need of special protection have received protective services
in communities and DSWD centers

10
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» 10,996 cases of child abuse and exploitation have been given appropriate
interventions in their communities and DSWD centers.

» 18,047 chidren in conflict with the law and youtn offenders have obtained
assistance such as after-care services

+ 6,932 children with disabilities have been provided psycho-social services in
Area Vacational Rehabilitation Centers {AVRCs) and communities

« 102,348 other children and out-of-school youths have been extended livelihood
and educational assistance

To intensify efforts to help children with disablities are concemed, the Department of
Social Welfare and Development has developed a program called Tutoy Aral, Walang
Sagabal (Continuous Education, No Obstacle), which seeks 1o mainstream these children
in regular schools fo afford them opportunities to interact with other children.

d. Reproductive Health Programms

The reproductive health program in the Philippines covers a broad range of priority
health care services or components, namely:

Family planning

Maternal and child health and nutrition

Prevention and treatment of reproductive iract infections, including STls,
BIV/Aids o

Education and counseling on sexuality and sexual heaith

Breast and reproduciive tract cancers and other gynecological conditions
Men's reproductive health

Adolescent reproductive health

Viglence against wemen

Prevention and ireatment of infertlity and sexua) disorders

In the absence of indicators 1o monlior access to reproduciive health services, the
Philippines uses proxy variables such as the number of pre-natal check-ups,
percentage of deliveries attended by health professionals, percentage of women
glven postpartim check-ups, total ferfility rate, contraceptive prevalence, and
unmet needs for family ptanning, ameng cthers.

Following are the findings of the 2003 National Demographic Health Survey
(NDHS) where access to reproductive health services is concerned:

« Only seven out of ten women who gave birth five years prior to the conduct of
the 2003 NDHS survey received a minimum of four prenatal check-ups.

. Between 2001 and 2003, the total fertlity rate (TFR) was 3.5; or 2 0.2 decline
from the 3.7 TFR during the period 1896-1 898,

« The contraceptive prevalence rate (CPR) in 2003 was 49 percent, indicating a
slight increase from 47 percent in 1988, Prospects for improving the CPR
appear dim in view of some donher agencies’ recent withdrawal of support for
contraceptive procuremsnt.

« Unmet nead for family ptanning services among married women declined from
20 percent in 1698 to 17 percent in 2003,

11
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« Only 18 and 21 percent among tamale and male youth, respectively, sought
medical help for any reproductive health problem they might have experienced
in 2002, Childbearing teenage women made up 10 percent of the female
respondents fo the survey. Though stil relatively low, this figure reflects an

increase from that of the previous survey.

s, National AIDS Prevention and Control (NAPC) Programme

The NAPC program aims to reduce morality and morbidity resuiting from

reproductive tract infections and HIVIAIDS. Such an effert

significance in fight of the following:

assumes greater

« Although the rate of Increase of HIV cases appeats slow and prevalehce Is low,

the preconditions to a full-blown epidemic are already present.

1) Prevalence of sexually transmitted infeciions

2) Growing rural-urban migration, which includes ¢hildren
3) Relatively young sexually active population

4y Thriving seX industry in selected arcas

. The prevalence of premarital sex amang the youth rose from 18 percent In

1994 to 23 percent in 2002.

« Level of awareness of HIV/AIDS vaties actoss the country. A substantial ..
proportlon of youth still has misconceptions about the disease. Twenty-seven
petcant of the respondents said it is curable while 73 percent believe they will

never contract AIDS.

F Education for All Programme of Action (EFA) and Child-Friendly Schrool System

(CF$9). The EFA s designed to implement the Basic Education
sncourages local initiafives 10 improve the quality of basic e

Act of 2001, whigh
ducation in their

communities and empowers Jocal schools to underiake learning adtivities best

suited to their children.

At least 1,608 barangays have been identified as having no access to elementary
education while six municipalities do not have secondary schools. Consistent with
the goals of EFA, the Departmant of Education hopes to fill these educational

heeds.

education are:

Other programs designed to improve access io free elementary and secondary

» Provision of Pre-School and Early Childhood Services. Under the pre-school
program, a total of 1,428 preschools have been set up all over the country,
while 914 were established under the Praschool Service Contracting Scheme.

e Curriculum Reform. In 2001 the Depariment of Education launched a
restructured Baslc Education Curfioulum (BEC), designed to improve the
quality of basic education in the sountry. it also mandated the use of English

2i/04 '05 JEU 14:35
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language as the primary medium of instruction in all public and private
elementary and high schools-

s Adopt-a-School Program. Government has tapped private sector support In its
efforts to boost access to education in the country. Since the program was
launched in 7], government has generated a yearly average of P360 millicn
worth of assistance from private donors, Danor assistance hae come in various
forms, namely, classroom construction, teaching ckllls development, provision

of basic school supplies, echool feeding programs, sic.

« Education for Children i Indigenous Cultural Communities. Govemment

racognizes the value of using culturaily sensitive instructional materials and
indigenous resources in providing basic sducation, especially fo indigenous
communifies. Toward this end projects like the Basic Education Assistance for
Mindanao (BEAM) and the Fifth Country Program for Chlldren have

componenis gupporting the provision of relevant basic educetion 1o such
communities,

« Drop-out Intervention Program. Thie Is designed to reduce the dropout rate and
improve pupil performance in some of the poorest areas in the cauntry. The
relevant [nterventions include school feeding for younger pupils to help improve
their physical and mental development and their nutritional health status,
thereby improving school attendance and improve academic performance.

e Fffective and Affordable Secondary Education Project. This prograrm extends
assistance to secondary students who, for reasons owing to poverty, are forced
io be absent from school for 2 considerable pesiod of fime.

elementary sducation has already organized 3,465 multigrade classes last
schoal year 2002-2003 and another 1,197 classes are on-geing where 315

’ » Multigrade programt. The program which aims to democrafize access io

| Multigrade teachers, schoolheads, and supenvisors were provided with training.

« Special Education Services, A total of 147 special education centers have been
set up in the country for the kanefit, while 528 schocls nationwide are offering

SPED classes.

i « Strong Republic Schools Disiance Learning Program, Launched in June 2003,
\ this is a program designed to strengthen access to education among priority
! sectors or areas such as the rural poor, indigenous peoples, conflict-affected
' sites, and other equally disadvantaged communities.

The Child-Friendly School System (CFS3), on the other hand, aims to transform ali
elementary schools into child-friendly schools by providing children aged 8 to 12 with a
; learning environment that is conducive to their physical, mental, and emotional growth.
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Some 3,533 public elementary schools in 20 provinces and five citles have been declared
models of child-friendlinees since CFSS is part of the Country Programme for Children V
covering ihe years 1988-200. Forty percent of all teachers nationwlde and 72 percent of
principalslsupervisors have received fraining on ¢hild-friendly pedagogy and dealing with
chilldren in difficutt situations,

g The Comprehensive Program Frameswork for Children Involved in Armed Conflict of
2001, This framework seeks to strengthen government's compliance with the CRC
provision prohibiting the recruitment of children in armed conflict, or their use as spies,
couriers and guides.

Natlonal Program Against Child Labor. This is a framework for developing,
Implementing, monftoring and evaluating programs and services Tor children,
particuiarly those in the worst forms of child labor.

One of the steps taken In pursuit of this prograrn 1s the adoption by the Depart of Labor
and Employment of the Philippine Time Bound Program (PTBP). The FTBP aims to
strengthen the enabling anvironment for the ellmination of the worst forms of child
laber.

RA 9221, An Act Providing for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labor and
Affording Stronger Protection for the Working Child, Amending for the Purpose R.A.
7610, Otherwise Known as the “Special Protection of Children From Abuse,
Exploitation and Discrimination Act' was also passed. ' .-

Fallowing are some of the specific programs implemented under the NPACL program
of the government:

a.

An Actien Plan project titled "Defining the Strategic Framework of the Philippine
Time-Bound Program through Area-based Action Planning Workshops and
Providing Support for Policy Direction and Monitoring Mechanism at the Natfional
Level” Funding for this program comes from the International Labour
Organizatinn——lnternational Program for the Elimination of Child Labor.

Ag part of this project, site visits 10 and consultations meetings in ten target areas
nationwide have been conductad, resulting in the formulation of proposed plans,
programs, and projects for the implementation of the PTBP.

The DOLE (Department of Labor and Employment) Visayas [one of three major
islands in the country] + Plan, which seeks to reduce the incidence of migration
and egal recruitment of children from and to different localities in the Visayas
regioh, and reintegrate more children with their famifies,

The Eliminating Child Labor in the Tobacco Industry Project, which aims fo
sliminate child labor through a comprehensive program for children employed in
the tobaoeo industry in Regien 1 [considered the hub of the Industryl.

Joint initiatives between DOLE and its pariners under the NPACL program. These
initiatives include:

14
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+ The devslopment of teaching modules by the Bureau of Alternative Learning
System (BALS) of the Department of Education for parents of working children
in three pilot sites,

« Expansion of BALS' flagship projects—Basic Literacy Program and Non-
Formal Education Accreditation—io include child laberers and their parents.

e. The Trade Lnion Cengress of the Philippines’ child-labor specific programs such
as workers' education, institution building and provision of supporl services for
child workers and thelr families. The TUCP has also launched its Anti-Trafficking
project called “Combating Trafficking of Women and Children in the Philippines to
assist fhe government in Its implementation of the Republic Act 8208, or the Anti-
Trafficking (n Persons Act of 2003.

§  The Visayah Forum (VF) Foundation, nc., @ non-government organization, which
has been accredited by the government {o provide temporary sheler for children
who are likely fo become victims of ¢hild labor or prostitution. VF has half-way
houses in several major ports in Manila, whete unaccompanied children are
usually founding disembarking from inter-island vessels.

7. Lingua Franca Project. This is a national bridging program designed to develop
literacy and numeracy skills among grades 1 and 2 pupils, using their cwri language.

Since the implementation of the program, there have been significant findings amang
the target pupils. These include the following:

e They understand concepts easier and learn 1o read faster, being already familiar
with the language used;

« Learning in their own language hoosts their self-confidence and makes {he school
more conducive to learning;

« They show greater interest in performing their school activities. Better
comprehension and oral communication is evident among many students since the
project was Infroduced.

s Spontanelty in classroom discussiohs/interactions is evident i lingua franca
classes.

While problems have been encountered in the implementation of the project, specific
recommendations have been propesed to address them.

8. Proposed Comprehensive Juvenile Justice System and Delinquency Prevention
Act

Violations of the rights of children in conflict with the Jaw continue unabated despite
persistent efforts to arrest them by concerned sectors, The proposed Comprehensive
Juvenile Justice System and Definquency Act, which has been pending in poth Houses
of Congress for years, Is aimed to address this cencern. Among others it will humane
treatment of child and youth offenders and introduce vital reforms in our juvenile justice
system, making it reformative and restorative rather than punitive In nature.

15
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Following are some of the salient provisions of the bill:

» Raise the age of eriminal responsihility from 8o 12 years old,

« Prohiblt detention of children with aduits and imposition of capital punishment and
life imprisoniment without possibility of parole or release on children.

« Redirect cases of petty or victimless crimes from the courts to diversion programs.
The arrest, detention, or imprisonment of & child shall be used only as a measure
of last resort and for the shortest period of appropriate time.

» Require the establishment of an Office of the Juvenile Justice and Delinguency
Pravention whose duties and functions will include advising the President on all
matters relating to juvenile Justice and dellnguency and formulafing policies In
consultation with children themselves for the prevention of juvenile delinquency
and rehabilitation of children in conflict with the faw.

s Incorporate elements of restorative justice in the juvenile justice systern. This
means children under detention shall engage in meaningful activities and programs
that will foster their sense of responsibility and encourage those attitudes and skliis
that will enable them o become productive members of society.

Updated Information on Efforts to disseminate the CRC

. Measures taken toward this end include:

1. Integration of the CRC in the pasic education curriculum and training programs for
police and local officials

2. Ensuring that training modules are gender-sensitive and child rights-oriented.

3. Proposal to the Cominission on Higher Education {o require the integration of the
CRC in Family Life teaching modules for college.

4. Mainstreaming Chifd 21, which is based on the CRC, in local development plan.

g, Updated information on cooperation between the Philippines and international
agencies and other parties vis-a-vis CRC Implementation

Continuing cooperatien between the Philippines and other agencies is born out by the
following programs and activities:

a. The Educational Facilifies Improvement Project V (Phases A & B). This joint
undertaking between the Department of Education and Japan Iniernational
Cooperation Agency seeks to improve access te quality education through the
provision of sducational facilities and construction of primary and secondary schools
using locally available construction materials and conventional censtruction methods,

b. Vulperable Groups Facilffy (VGF). Funded by AusAlD, this program aims o provide
masic social services to vulrierable groups [lke street children. lts Strest and Urban

Working Children Project, for instance, provides rice as an incentive to street
ohildren who avail themselves of educational and training opporiunities.

16
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C.

Fifth Country Program for Children—Child-Friendly Schoof System (CPC 5-CFSS).
This s a UNICEF-assisted five-year program designed to develop a network of
systerns and eommunity support that will facilitate the establishment of child-friendly

schools. The project covers 20 priority provinces and five citles.

Conftinuing Joint efforts between the Couheil for the Welfare of Children and some
non-govermnment organizations like Plan Phil, Save the Chidren-UK on Child
Protection, World Vision, ERDA-Educational Research and Development Assistance
Foundation, Christlan Ghildren’s Fund, Plan Phil en Child Participation, and local

NGOCe.

10. Issues affecting children that the Philippines considers to be priorities

In view of the wide disparifies between the courtry's current performance and its 2010
targets, following are the issues requiring more persistent efiorts from governmeni:

Maternal mortality

Birth registration

Child imrrunization

Day care school attendance

High school attendance and completion raie

By sectar, these groups of children need grealer attention from government:

Children In various forms of disability

Children |n conflict with the law

Children as victims of commercial sexual exploftation, pormegraphy and
pornographic materials Including the growing phenomenon of prostitution and
pornography in the internet

Children in situations of armed conflict

» Children of indigenous peoples

17
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Part Il

A. Newly Enacted Legislation Beneficial to Children

Between 2001 and 2004 Congress initiated the following legislative measures directly
addressing the issues confronting children:

1, The Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act (Repuhlic Act 9208) 1s an affirmative action
measure o protect women and children agalnst trafficking.

2. An Act Providing legitimate Children the Right to Use the Surname of their
Father (Republic Act 9255)

3, An Act Prohibiting Employrnent of Chiidren in Hazardous Areas (Republic Act
9231) imposes stiff penalties on those who amploy children below 15 years of age in

risky work places.

4, The Tobacco Regulation Act or an Act Regulating the Packaging and
Advertisements of Tobacco (Republic Act 9211) aims o promote a healthy
environment, regulate and subsequently ban sl fobacco advertisement and
sponsorships, and regulate the labeling of tobacco products {o protect people,
gpecially children, from the warmful effects of tobacco products.

5. The Anti-Violence Against Women and their Children Act of 2004 (Republic Act
9262) seeks o prevent all forms of violenice agalnst warnen and children to secure
their physical, sexual and psychological well-being.

&. The Newborn Screening Act (Republic Act 9288) establishes the essential public
health program for the eatly identification of disorders that can lead to mental

retardation and death

7. Dangerous Drugs Act of 2002 (Republic Act 9165) establishes ah education
program for schooichildren on {ll effects of drugs, ameng cther major measures o

combat lllegal drug use.

Several propesed laws seen 1o promote the rights of children are currently pending in
Congrese. These are intended fo:

a) Enforce preventive measure agalnst abortion

by Legitimize children born o underage parents

¢} Institutionalize pre-school education

d) Instifute a children’s welfare fund for the rehabilitation of abandoned, abused and
sexually exploited children

e) Increase allocation for the Special Education fund

f) Create a Magna Carta for Day Care workers

g) Prohibit the sale or distribution of clgarettes and tobageo products to minors

h) Prohibit inveluntary senvitude in any form

i) Establish a Comprehensive Juvenile Justice System

) Strengthen and propagate foster care for sbandoned and neglected children

18
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k) Organize centers for street children in every region

I} Establisha National Strategic Missing Children Recovery Program

m) Define pedophllia as @ crme and imposing penalties ;

r) Establisha national program for Filipine gifted children

o) Set up crisis intervention centers for women and children

p) Regquire Philippine embassles and consulates to educate children of migrant

Filipinos on Philippine history, culiure, ete. )
q) Impose media regulations on showing of movies and adverfisements depicting

vivlence and seX

) Penalize pa rents or guardians for ehild begging and prostitution

s) Make mandatory feeding of children enrolled in all public elefnentary schools

f) Provide a comprehensive psychological and scholarship  program for child
combatants

i) Establish a resource development center for women and children

v) Betupa college education trust fund for members of GSIS and 8§85

w) Standardize pre-school education
x) Grant incentives and privileges 1o foster famiies and children under foster care

pregrams
B. Newly Established Institutions Cateying to Children

Since 2001 a number of institutions have been added to strengthen the country’s

_commitment 1o premoting the rights of children. These include the following:

4. National Commiltee on the Filipino Family (NCFF)

The NCFEF was created in 2003 fhrough Executive Order No. 238 and is mandated to
pramote awareness of the importance of the family through approptiate programs and

activities.

2 Inter-Agency Committee Against Trafficking (IACAT)

Following the passage of Republic Act 9208 in 2003, ctherwise known as the “Anii-
Trafficking in Persons Act of 2004" the IACT was gstablished to formulaie a
comprehensive and integrated program to prevent the frafficking in persons.

3. Inter-Agency Council on Violence Against Women and their Children {IAC-VAWC)

The JACVAWC is tasked to formulate programs and projects, as well as monitor all
initiatives, designed to eliminate violence against wornen and their children.

C. Newly Implemented Policies. (Please refer to the recently snacied iaws listed under
A, which reflect these policles.)
D. Newly Implemented Programs and Projects

1. Birth Regisiration Project

This jeint undertaking of the National Statistics Office and Flah Philippines aims o achieve
100 percent birth reglstration of children to protect the right of every child to a name and
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natiohallty. As part of thls program, a Barangay Civil Registration Systern will be
institutionalized nationwide.

2 Kapil-Bisig Laban sa Kehirapan — Comprehensive and integrated Defivery of Social
Services (KALAHI-CIDSS).

This flagship poverty alleviation program of the national government is & community-driven
initiative that seeks to enhance the people's capability io undertake livelihood activities

that are responsive to their needs.

Launched in Jariuary 2003, KALAHI-CIDSS is divided into four phases and covers 177
municipalities.

3. Bright Child

This program, jointly undertaken by select national agencies, local government units,
NGOs, and people’s organizations, is designed to ensure the optimum growth and

development of all Filipino children aged 0 fo 17.
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