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TERRITORIAL APPLICATION

Note

On 3 October 1983 the Secretary-General received from the Government of Argentina the following
objection:

[The Government of Argentina makes a] formal objection to the [declaration] of territorial extension
issued by the United Kingdom with regard to the Malvinas Islands (and dependencies), which that
country is illegally occupying and refers to as the "Falkland Islands".

The Argentine Republic rejects and considers null and void the [said declaration] of territorial
extension.

With reference to the above-mentioned objection the Secretary-General received, on 28 February
1985, from the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland the
following declaration:

[The Government of Argentina makes a] formal objection to the declaration of territorial extension
issued by the United Kingdom with regard to the Malvinas Islands (and dependencies), which that
country is illegally occupying and refers to as the "Falkland Islands". The Argentine Republic rejects
and considers null and void the [said declaration] of territorial extension.

With reference to the above-mentioned objection the Secretary-General received, on 28 February
1985, from the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland the
following declaration:

"The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland have no doubt as to
their right, by notification to the Depositary under the relevant provisions of the above-mentioned
Convention, to extend the application of the Convention in question to the Falkland Islands or to the
Falkland Islands Dependencies, as the case may be.

For this reason alone, the Government of the United Kingdom are unable to regard the Argentine
[communication] under reference as having any legal effect."



Upon ratification, the Government of Argentina made the following declaration with regard to the
above-mentioned declaration made by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland:

The Argentine Republic rejects the extension, notified to the Secretary-General of the United Nations
on 20 May 1976 by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the application of
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, adopted by the General
Assembly of the United Nations on 16 December 1966, to the Malvinas, South Georgia and South
Sandwich Islands, and reaffirms its sovereign rights to those archipelagos, which form an integral
part of its national territory.

The General Assembly of the United Nations had adopted resolutions 2065 (XX), 3160 (XXVIII),
31-49, 37-9, 38-12, 39-6 and 40-21 in which it recognizes the existence of a sovereignty dispute
regarding the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) and urges the Argentine Republic and the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to pursue negotiations in order to find as soon
as possible a peaceful and definitive solution to the dispute, through the good offices of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall inform the General Assembly of the progress
made."

With reference to the above-mentioned declaration by the Government of Argentina, the
Secretary-General received, on 13 January 1988, from the Government of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland the following communication:

"The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland rejects the
statements made by the Argentine Republic, regarding the Falkland Islands and South Georgia and
the South Sandwich Islands, when ratifying [the said Covenants and acceding to the said Protocol].

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland has no doubt as to
British sovereignty over the Falkland Islands and South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands and
its consequent right to extend treaties to those territories."

(Note 15, Chapter 1V.3, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General)





