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RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

"Firstly the Government of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas wishes to state its understanding of
article 4 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.
It interprets article 4 as requiring a party to the Convention to adopt further legislative measures in
the fields covered by subparagraphs (a), (b) and (c) of that article only in so far as it may consider
with due regard to the principles embodied in the Universal Declaration set out in article 5 of the
Convention (in particular to freedom of opinion and expression and the right of freedom of peaceful
assembly and association) that some legislative addition to, or variation of existing law and practice
in these fields is necessary for the attainment of the ends specified in article 4. Lastly, the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas entrenches and guarantees to every person in
the Commonwealth of the Bahamas the fundamental rights and freedoms of the individual
irrespective of his race or place of origin. The Constitution prescribes judicial process to be observed
in the event of the violation of any of these rights whether by the State or by a private individual.
Acceptance of this Convention by the Commonwealth of the Bahamas does not imply the acceptance
of obligations going beyond the constitutional limits nor the acceptance of any obligations to
introduce judicial process beyond these prescribed under the Constitution."


