
BANGLADESH

CRC OPTIONAL PROTOCOL (ARMED CONFLICT)

RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

Declaration:

"In accordance with Article 3 (2) of [the Optional Protocol], the Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh declares that the minimum age at which it permits voluntary recruitment
into its national Armed Forces is sixteen years for non-commissioned soldiers and seventeen years
for commissioned officers, with informed consent of parents or legal guardian, without any
exception.

The Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh further provides hereunder a description
of the safeguards it has adopted to ensure that such recruitment is not forced or coerced:

The process of recruitment in the national Armed Forces is initiated through advertisement in the
national press and the media for officers and other ranks without exception.

The first induction of new recruits is conducted invariably in a public place such as a national park,
school ground or a similar place. Public participation is welcomed in such programmes.

Before a recruit presents himself he has to submit a written declaration from his parents or legal
guardians consenting to his recruitment. If the parent or legal guardian is illiterate the declaration
is verified and counter signed by the Chairmain of the Union Parishad.

The recruit is required to present birth certificate, matriculation certificate and full school records.

All recruits whether officers or other ranks have to undergo rigorous medical examination including
checks for puberty. A recruit found to be pre-pubescent is automatically rejected.

Officers and other ranks without exception are required to undergo two years of compulsory
training. This ensures that they are not assigned to combat units before the age of 18. All officers
and other ranks are carefully screened before being assigned to combat units. These tests include
tests of psychological maturity including an understanding of the elements of international law of
armed conflict inculcated at all levels.

The Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh declares that stringent checks in
accordance with the obligations assumed under the Optional Protocol will continue to be applied
without exception."


