BELGIUM
CRC OPTIONAL PROTOCOL (ARMED CONFLICT)
RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS

(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

Declarations:

1. In accordance with article 3, paragraph 2, and bearing in mind article 3, paragraph 5, the
Government of the Kingdom of Belgium states that the minimum age for voluntary recruitment into
the Belgian armed forces is not lower than 18 years.

2. The Government of the Kingdom of Belgium states that it is absolutely forbidden under Belgian
law for any person under the age of 18 years to participate in times of war and in times of peace in
any peacekeeping operation or in any kind of armed operational engagement. Moreover, non-
governmental militias are prohibited, regardless of the age of the persons concerned.

3. The Government of the Kingdom of Belgium shall not act upon a request for judicial cooperation
where doing so would lead to discrimination between governmental and non-governmental forces
in violation of the principle of international humanitarian law of equality of parties to a conflict,
including in the event of armed conflict of a non-international nature.

Note

For the Kingdom of Belgium. Further, on 23 June 2003, the Government of Belgium informed the
Secretary-General that it had decided to withdraw its declaration made upon signature. The
declaration reads as follows:

This signature is equally binding on the French community, the Flemish community and the
German-speaking community.
(Note 1, Chapter IV.11.b, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General)
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