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CERD, A/63/18 (2008)

Chapter V: Review of the Implementation of the Convention in States Parties the Reports
of Which are Seriously Overdue

C. Action taken by the Committee to ensure submission of reports by States parties

525. At its forty-second session, the Committee, having emphasized that the delays in
reporting by States parties hampered it in monitoring implementation of the Convention, decided
that it would continue to proceed with the review of the implementation of the provisions of the
Convention by States parties whose reports were overdue by five years or more. In accordance
with a decision taken at its thirty-ninth session, the Committee agreed that this review would be
based upon the last reports submitted by the State party concerned and their consideration by the
Committee. At its forty-ninth session, the Committee further decided that States parties whose
initial reports were overdue by five years or more would also be scheduled for a review of the
implementation of the Convention. The Committee agreed that in the absence of an initial report,
the Committee would consider all information submitted by the State party to other organs of the
United Nations or, in the absence of such material, reports and information prepared by organs of
the United Nations. In practice the Committee also considers relevant information from other
sources, including from non-governmental organizations, whether it is an initial or periodic
report that is seriously overdue.

526. Following its seventy-first session, the Committee decided to schedule for its
seventy-second session the review of the implementation of the Convention in the following
States parties whose periodic reports were seriously overdue: Bulgaria, Gambia, Monaco,
Panama and the United Arab Emirates. Bulgaria’s report was subsequently received, prior to the
seventy-second session. In the cases of Monaco, Panama and the United Arab Emirates, the
reviews were postponed at the request of the States parties, which indicated their intention to
submit the requested reports shortly. The reports of Monaco and the United Arab Emirates have
been received in the meantime.

527. A letter, together with a list of questions, was sent to Gambia by the Chairperson of the
Committee on 14 March 2008, in order to initiate a dialogue with the Government of Gambia on
the implementation of the Convention. In the letter, the Government of Gambia was asked to
submit its overdue reports, in one combined document, as soon as possible. More specifically,
the Government was asked to respond to the questions posed by the Committee by 30 September
2008, failing which the Committee would proceed with the adoption of concluding observations



under its review procedure.
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55. At its forty-second session, the Committee, having emphasized that the delays in reporting
by States parties hampered it in monitoring implementation of the Convention, decided that it
would continue to proceed with the review of the implementation of the provisions of the
Convention by States parties whose reports were overdue by five years or more. In accordance
with a decision taken at its thirty-ninth session, the Committee agreed that this review would be
based upon the last reports submitted by the State party concerned and their consideration by the
Committee. At its forty-ninth session, the Committee further decided that States parties whose
initial reports were overdue by five years or more would also be scheduled for a review of the
implementation of the Convention. The Committee agreed that in the absence of an initial report,
the Committee would consider all information submitted by the State party to other organs of the
United Nations or, in the absence of such material, reports and information prepared by organs of
the United Nations. In practice the Committee also considers relevant information from other
sources, including from non-governmental organizations, whether it is an initial or periodic
report that is seriously overdue.

56. At its seventy-fourth session, the Committee reviewed the implementation of the
Convention in the Gambia and adopted concluding observations in the absence of a delegation.
Panama, which had also been scheduled for review at the seventy-fourth session, submitted its
report prior to that session.



