LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
CRC OPTIONAL PROTOCOL (ARMED CONFLICT)
RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS

(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification,
accession or succession)

Declaration:

"In accordance with the Law of the Lao People's Democratic Republic, the minimum age at which it
will permit voluntary recruitment into its national armed forces is 18 (eighteen). The law on
obligations of national defense service stipulates in Article 13 that 'all young men of Lao nationality
between 18 (eighteen) and 28 (twenty-eight) years of age, having good health conditions, shall be
obliged to serve for a short-term in national defense forces. In case of necessity, young women
between 18 (eighteen) and 23 (twenty-three) years of age may also be called upon to serve for a
short-term in national defense; and in Article 7 that following health check-up, there shall be a
selection process at a district level to select voluntary recruits, with good health, into short-term
defense services, according to the recruitment number officially set forth on a yearly basis."





