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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
 
CERD 
 
RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS 
(Unless otherwise indicated, the reservations and declarations were made upon ratification, 
accession or succession) 
 
1. The accession of the Syrian Arab Republic to this Convention shall in no way signify 
recognition of Israel or entry into a relationship with it regarding any matter regulated by the 
said Convention. 
 
2. The Syrian Arab Republic does not consider itself bound by the provisions of article 22 of the 
Convention, under which any dispute between two or more States Parties with respect to the 
interpretation or application of the Convention is, at the request of any of the Parties to the 
dispute, to be referred to the International Court of Justice for decision. The Syrian Arab 
Republic states that, in each individual case, the consent of all parties to such a dispute is 
necessary for referring the dispute to the International Court of Justice. 
 
Note 
 
In a communication received by the Secretary-General on 10 July 1969, the Government of 
Israel declared: 
 
"[The Government of Israel] has noted the political character of the declaration made by the 
Government of Iraq on signing the above Convention. 
 
In the view of the Government of Israel, the Convention is not the proper place for making such 
political pronouncements. The Government of Israel will, in so far as concerns the substance of 
the matter, adopt towards the Government of Iraq an attitude of complete reciprocity. Moreover, 
it is the view of the Government of Israel that no legal relevance can be attached to those Iraqi 
statements which purport to represent the views of the other States". 
 
Except for the omission of the last sentence, identical communications in essence, mutatis 
mutandis, were received by the Secretary-General from the Government of Israel as follows: on 
29 December 1966 in respect of the declaration made by the Government of the United Arab 
Republic upon signature [...]; on 16 August 1968 in respect of the declaration made by the 
Government of Libya upon accession; on 12 December 1968 in respect of the declaration made 
by the Government of Kuwait upon accession; on 9 July 1969 in respect of the declaration made 
by the Government of Syria upon accession; on 21 April 1970 made in respect of the declaration 
made by Government of Iraq upon ratification with the following statement: "With regard to the 
political declaration in the guise of a reservation made on the occasion of the ratification of the 
above Treaty, the Government of Israel wishes to refer to its objection circulated by the 
Secretary-General in his letter [. . .] and to maintain that objection."; on 12 February 1973 in 
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respect of the declaration made by the Government of the People's Democratic Republic of 
Yemen upon accession; on 25 September 1974 in respect of the declaration made by the United 
Arab Emirates upon accession and on 25 June 1990 in respect of the reservation made by 
Bahrain upon accession. 
(Note 16, Chapter IV.2, Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General) 


