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10.3 With regard to the author's death sentence, the Committee notes that the State party has
not challenged the authenticity of the birth certificate presented by the author, and has not
refuted that the author was under eighteen years of age when the crime for which he was
convicted was committed. As a consequence, the imposition of the death sentence upon the
author constituted a violation of article 6, paragraph 5, of the Covenant.

10.4 In the circumstances, since the author of this communication was sentenced to death
in violation of article 6 (5) of the Covenant, and the imposition of the death sentence upon
him was thus void ab initio, his detention on death row constituted a violation of article 7
of the Covenant.

12. Under article 2, paragraph 3(a), of the Covenant, Clive Johnson is entitled to an effective
remedy. In view of the fact that the author was a minor when he was arrested and that he has
spent almost thirteen years in detention, more than seven of which on death row, the
Committee recommends the author's immediate release. The State party is under the
obligation to ensure that similar violations do not occur in the future.



