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II. GENERAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

• CERD General Recommendation XXX (Sixty-fifth session, 2004): Discrimination Against
Non-Citizens, A/59/18 (2004) 93 at para. 36.

...
[The Committee recommends]...that the States parties to the Convention, as appropriate to
their specific circumstances, adopt the following measures:
...
36.  Ensure that States parties respect the right of non-citizens to an adequate standard of
physical and mental health by, inter alia, refraining from denying or limiting their access to
preventive, curative and palliative health services;
...

• ICCPR General Comment 21 (Forty-fourth session, 1992): Article 10: Replaces General
Comment 9 Concerning Humane Treatment of Persons Deprived of Liberty, A/47/40 (1992)
195 at para. 2.

...
2.  Article 10, paragraph 1, of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
applies to any one deprived of liberty under the laws and authority of the State who is held
in prisons, hospitals - particularly psychiatric hospitals - detention camps or correctional
institutions or elsewhere.  States parties should ensure that the principle stipulated therein
is observed in all institutions and establishments within their jurisdiction where persons are
being held.

• ICESCR General Comment 16 (Thirty-fourth session, 2005): Article 3: The Equal Right of
Men and Women to the Enjoyment of all Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, E/2006/22
(2005) 116 at para. 29.

...
29.  Article 12 of the Covenant requires States parties to undertake steps towards the full
realization of the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of
physical and mental health.  The implementation of article 3, in relation to article 12, requires
at a minimum the removal of legal and other obstacles that prevent men and women from
accessing and benefiting from health care on a basis of equality.  This includes, inter alia,
addressing the ways in which gender roles affect access to determinants of health, such as
water and food; the removal of legal restrictions on reproductive health provisions; the
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prohibition of female genital mutilation; and the provision of adequate training for
health-care workers to deal with women's health issues. m/
...
_________________
Notes
...
m/  See the Committee's general comment No. 14 (2000), paras. 18-21.
_________________

• CEDAW General Recommendation No. 19 (Eleventh session, 1992): Violence Against
Women,  A/47/38 (1992) 5 at paras. 19 and 24(k), (m) and (n).

...
19.  States parties are required by article 12 to take measures to ensure equal access to health
care.  Violence against women puts their health and lives at risk. 
...
24. ...[T]he Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women recommends:
...
(k)  States parties should establish or support services for victims of family violence, rape,
sex assault and other forms of gender-based violence, including refuges, specially trained
health workers, rehabilitation and counselling; 
...
(m)  States parties should ensure that measures are taken to prevent coercion in regard to
fertility and reproduction, and to ensure that women are not forced to seek unsafe medical
procedures such as illegal abortion because of lack of appropriate services in regard to
fertility control; 

(n)  States parties in their reports should state the extent of these problems and should
indicate the measures that have been taken and their effect... 

• CERD General Recommendation XX (Forty-eighth session, 1996): Article 5:
Non-Discriminatory Implementation of Rights and Freedoms, A/51/18 (1996) 124.  For text
of General Recommendation, see EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION.

• CERD General Recommendation XXVII (Fifty-seventh session, 2000): Discrimination
Against Roma, A/55/18 (2000), 154 at paras. 31 and 33.  For text of General
Recommendation, see EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL
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DISCRIMINATION.

• CERD General Recommendation XXIX (Sixty-first session, 2002): On Article 1, Paragraph
1, of the Convention (Descent), A/57/18 (2002) 111 at paras. nn and oo. For text of General
Recommendation, see EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL
DISCRIMINATION.

• CERD General recommendation XXXI (Sixty-seventh session, 2005): The Prevention of
Racial Discrimination in the Administration and Functioning of the Criminal Justice System,
A/60/18 (2005) 98 at paras. 21 and 38.  For text of General Recommendation, see
EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - RACIAL DISCRIMINATION.

• ICCPR General Comment 7 (Sixteenth session, 1982): Article 7: Torture or Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, A/37/40 (1982) 94 at para. 2.  For text of General
Comment, see TORTURE AND OTHER  CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING
TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT.

• ICCPR General Comment 9 (Sixteenth session, 1982): Article 10: Humane Treatment of
Persons Deprived of Liberty, A/37/40 (1982) 96 at para. 3.  For text of General Comment,
see HUMAN DIGNITY.

• ICCPR General Comment 28 (Sixty-eighth session, 2000): Article 3:  Equality of Rights
Between Men and Women, A/55/40 vol. I (2000) 133 at paras. 15 and 20.  For text of
General Comment, see EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - GENDER
DISCRIMINATION - General.

• ICESCR General Comment 5 (Eleventh session, 1994): Persons with Disabilities, E/1995/22
(1994) 99 at para. 34.   For text of General Comment, see DISABILITY. 

• ICESCR General Comment 6 (Thirteenth session, 1995): The Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights of Older Persons, E/1996/22 (1995) 97 at paras. 34 and 35.  For text of General
Comment, see EQUALITY AND DISCRIMINATION - OLD AGE.
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• ICESCR General Comment 14 (Twenty-second session, 2000): Article 12: The Right to the
Highest Attainable Standard of Health, E/2001/22 (2000) 128 at paras. 4, 8,  9, 11, 12, 16-19,
21-23, 25, 27, 34-37, 39, 43, 50 and 53.  For text of General Comment, see HEALTH -
GENERAL.

• CEDAW General Recommendation 24 (Twentieth session, 1999): Article 2: Women and
Health, A/54/38 Rev.1 part I (1999) 3.  For text of General Recommendation, see HEALTH
- GENERAL.

• CRC General Comment 3 (Thirty-second session, 2003):  HIV/AIDS and the Rights of the
Child, A/59/41 (2004) 89 at paras. 6, 7, 9, 10, 15, 16, 20-26, 28-32, 40(c), 40(f) and 42.   For
text of General Comment, see CHILDREN’S RIGHTS - GENERAL.

• CRC General Comment 4 (Thirty-third session, 2003): Adolescent Health and Development
in the Context of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, A/59/41 (2004) 102 at paras.
9, 11, 29-33, 35-37, 39(c), 40 and 41.  For text of General Comment, see HEALTH -
GENERAL.

• CRC General Comment 6 (Thirty-ninth session, 2005): Treatment of Unaccompanied and
Separated Children Outside their Country of Origin, A/61/41 (2005) 15 at paras. 3, 22, 27,
29, 46, 48, 49, 56, 63 and 90.  For text of General Comment, see CHILDREN'S RIGHTS -
GENERAL.


