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II. GENERAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

• ICESCR General Comment 6 (Thirteenth session, 1995): The Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights of Older Persons, E/1996/22 (1995) 97 at para. 42.

...
42.  With regard to the right to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications,
States parties should take account of recommendations 60, 61 and 62 of the Vienna
International Plan of Action and make efforts to promote research on the biological, mental
and social aspects of ageing and ways of maintaining functional capacities and preventing
and delaying the start of chronic illnesses and disabilities.  In this connection, it is
recommended that States, intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental
organizations should establish institutions specializing in the teaching of gerontology,
geriatrics and geriatric psychology in countries where such institutions do not exist. 

• ICESCR General Comment 16 (Thirty-fourth session, 2005): Article 3: The Equal Right of
Men and Women to the Enjoyment of all Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, E/2006/22
(2005) 116 at para. 31.

...
31.  Article 15, paragraph 1 (a) and (b), of the Covenant requires States parties to recognize
the right of everyone to take part in cultural life and to enjoy the benefits of scientific
progress.  Implementing article 3, in relation to article 15, paragraph 1 (a) and (b), requires,
inter alia, overcoming institutional barriers and other obstacles, such as those based on
cultural and religious traditions, which prevent women from fully participating in cultural
life, science education and scientific research, and directing resources to scientific research
relating to the health and economic needs of women on an equal basis with those of men.
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